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AMSAY’S NEWCASTLE CANNEL 
COAL. Analysis by Dr. Fyrz, M.D.:— 
9746 cubic feet of gas per ton of coal. 
26-candle gas. 
134 cewt. coke per ton of coal. 
N.B.—Ramesay’s Cannel most resembles the Mar- 
quis of Lothian’s Cannel, but superior as to coke. 
BRAMSAY’S PATENT CONDENSED COKE, 
DO. GARESFIELD COKE, 


RAMSAY’S FIRE-CLAY ARTICLES. 

GAS-RETORTS, introduced 1828, 

FIRE-BRICK WORKS, established 1804. 

FIRE-CLAY SANITARY PIPES, CHIMNEY- 
TOPS, and all Goods made of Fire Clay. 

The Fire Clay is worked from Blaydon Main Col- 
liery, is of excellent quality, and no expense spared in 
perfecting every article. 

The FIRE-BRICKS (marked ** RAMSAY”) are to be 
seen in all parts of the world,and the works are the 
most extensive in the Kingdom. 

Manufactories: DERWENTHAUGH, SWALWELL, and 
Hessvuran Quay. Offices: Broap CHare, NEw- 
CASTLE-UPON-TYNE. Address, G. H. Ramsay. 


GEORGE GLOVER & CO., 
Patentees of the Standard Gasometers for the 
Government, and of the 


IMPROVED DRY GAS-METERS. 
These Meters are warranted to measure correctly 

and not to vary, and have come into general use more 

rapidly than any Meters hitherto manufactured, 











| 
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CLASSES X, AND XXXI. 





Crass X.— For ingenuity, completeness, and effi- 
ciency of apparatus used in measuring gas, and 
Sor excellence of material and workmanship.” 

Crass XXXI.—“ For superiority of construction and 
workmanship.” 

Particulars and lists of prices forwarded on applica- 
tion to Ranelagh Works, Ranelagh Road, Pimlico, 
LoNnpDON, 8.W.; 15, Market Street, MANCHESTER ; 
or 127, Boulevard de Magenta, Paris. 


IMPROVED GASLIGHT. 


Ample experience has proved eat, by carburetting 
common gas, its illuminating power may be doubled or 
even tripled, and its pt greatly d. Wax 
| candles and oi! lamps in a are being rapidly 

superseded, and gas is now used in many private houses 





a 








and mansions where formerly it was not tolerated. 


had of Gzo. GLover and Co., or CARLESS, BLAGDEN, 
| and Ce., Hackwer Wick N.E. 


| 
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COWEN’S PATENT FIRE-CLAY RETORTS. 
jJoszra COWEN and CQ,, 
BLAYDON BURN, NEAR NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE, 


Were the only parties to whom a Prizz MEDAL was 
awarded at the Great EXHIBITION of 1851, for “*Gas 
Rerorts and OTHER OBJECTS in Frre-CLay,”’ and 
they have also been awarded in the INTRRNATIONAL 
ExHIBITION of 1862, the Prize Mepat for “Gas 
Rerorts, FiRg-Bricks, &c., for EXcELLENOE of 
Quatity.” 

J.C. and Co. have been for many years the most 
extensive Manufacturers of Fire-Clay Retorts in the 
United Kingdom; and orders for Fire-Clay Retorts 
of all shapes and dimensions, Fire-Bricks, and every 
other article in Fire-Clay_ are promptly executed at 
their Works as above. 

COWEN’S GARESFIELD COALS, 
Coal Office, 
Quay Sips, NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE. 





FIRST PRIZE IN THE PARIS EXHIBITION. 


joux RUSSELL AND CO, 
THE OLD TUBE WORKS, 
CHURCH HILL, WEDNESBURY; 


’ 
WALSALL, STAFFORDSHIRE; 

and 69, UPPER THAMES STREET, LONDON, 
Original Manufacturers of Wrought-Tron Gas Tubes 
and Holders of the present Patents; Inventors and 
First Makers of LAP-WELDED FLUES for Steam 
Boilers. 

J. R.and Co, make all kinds of Tubes and Fittings 
for Gas, Steam, and Water, and the largest Orders 
may be executed in afew days. 

Gun Metal, and all other kinde of Cocks, Stocks, 
Dies, and Taps, Galvanised Tubes, &c. 

N.B. All Goods thoroughly Tested before sent out, 
and Warranted. 


JOHN BENT & SON, 





WET AND DRY GAS-METER | 


STREET-LAMP 
MANUFACTURERS, 
BELL BARN ROAD, BIRMINGHAM. 


All materials found for the alteration of Public Lamps for 
lighting with the Rod. Regulators with Lava Burners. 
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BLAYDON BURN AND LOW BENWELL FIRE 
CLAY BETORT AND FIRE-BRICK WORKS, 
BAR NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNRE. 


Wii COCHRAN CARR begs 


most respectfully to thank the Metropolitan, 
Provincial, and Continental Gas Companies for their pa- 
tronage for several years past, and to intimate that he 
has rebuilt and Hy E his extensive premises for the 
Manufacture of CLAY RETORTS; and thatheis now 
prepared to execute thelargest orders with punctuality 
and despatch. Orders for FIRE-CLAY RETORTS, 
of all shapes and sizes, FIRE-BRICKS, and all other 
Articles in Fire-Clay, executed on the shortest notice, 
and on the most reasonable terms. 

London Agents: JAMES LAWRIE & CO., 
63, OLD Broap Street, City, Lonpon. 


“ 
HE “LOTHIAN” CANNEL COALS. 
These Cannels are extensively used in the Gas- 
Works of Edinburgh, where the illuminating power of 
the gas is the highest in Britain. 
The yield ton is 12,573 cubic feet ; illuminating 
power 33'8 s' ard candles; coke per ton 1046 lbs. 
Ports of Shipment, in the Firth 5 
COALS. 


YRSHIRE CANNEL 
These Cannels are used in Glasgow, Greenock, 
Paisley, and other Gas-Works on the West Coast of 
Scotland. 
The yield per ton is 10,650 cubic feet ; illuminating 
power 24 standard candles; coke per ton 1216 lbs. 
Ports of Shipment, in the Firth of Clyde. 
For prices and other information, apply to Mr. JoHN 
Romans, C.E., 53, Frederick Street, EDINBURGH. 








cE. 
LESMAHAGO GAS OR CANNEL COAL. 


AMES FERGUSON & CO., Auchin- 
HEATH COLLIERY, LesMARAGO, and the NITSHILL 
& LESMAHAGO COAL COMPANY, Avucuinueata 
AnD Soururretp CoLiieries, LesmaHaao, sole Proprie- 
tors and Producers of the above celebrated GAS COAL, 
beg to intimate to Gas Companies and other consumers 
that, having reason to suspect that Cannel or other 
Coal of very inferior quality, both as regards the quan- 
tity and illuminating power of the Gas, aas frequenty 
been mixed with and 3old under the name of ** Lesma- 
hago,” they have now appointed Messrs, Jamas Lawrkig 
& Co., of 63, Old Broad Street, Lonnon, E.C., sole 
—- for England; and Messrs. La Cour & Warsoy, 
of Lerrn, sole agents for foreign markete; and, in 
order to prevent a recurrence of the frauds named, they 
request that all purchasers will send their orders 
through the above-named firms. Orders for other 
than the above-named markets may be forwarded 
direct to either of the Proprietors. 

The Proprietors will, in future, use their own forms 
of bills of lading, and also issue certificates of origin, 
signed, as the case may be, either by James F&rauson 
& Co., or by the Nirsmitt & Lesmanago Coat Company; 
and they request all purchasing L hag 
Coal to demand such a certificate for each , and 
to observe that it corresponds with the bill of Inding. 

Auchinheath, Lesmahago, March, 
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Information as to the apparatus. fluids, &c., may be 
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LONDON, 1862. 


IMPROVED DRY GAS-METERS AND GASOMETERS, 
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|RANELAGH WORKS, RANELAGH ROAD, PIMLICO, LONDON, S W. 
| AND 127, BOULEVARD DE MAGENTA, PARIS. Oyen 


GEORGE GLOVER & C0QO. 


Patentees of the Standard Gasometers for the Government, 


SILVER MEDAL, 


PARIS, 1867. 
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F24SER's PATENT RIBBED | 
RETORTS. 
The following are taken indiscriminately from a 


number of testimonials as to the merits of the Fire- 
Clay and Cast-Iron Ribbed Retorts:— 
Gas-Works, Merthyr Tydfil, Sept. 2, 1868. 

Sir,—We have had 15 of your Ribbed Clay Retorts 
in use at these works for the past twelve months. I 
am happy to be able to report favourably of them. It 
appears to me that the Ribs afford additional strength 
to the Retort, whilst they render the charge porous, so 
that the gas is more freely disengaged from the coal, 
and the deposit of carbon does not take place to the 
same extent that it does in plain Retorts. I believe 
the principle of construction applied to your Retorts 
= be adopted for Fire-Brick Retorts and Ovens, and 
with results equally beneficial.—I am, sir, yours faith- 
fully J. L. Cocker, General Manager. | 





Gaslight Company, Shrewsbury, Oct. 8, 1868. 

Dear Sir,—In reply to yours, I beg to state that we 

have nine of your Cast-Iron Ribbed Ketorts at present 

in work. As they retain to the last the original shape, 

and allow the heat to penetrate the charges more 

effectually than those known as plain ones, we consider 
they are the most economical and efficient in use, 

Yours very respectfully, 

A. C. Fraser, Esq. 8. B. Darwin. 





For further particulars, apply to A. C. Fraser, Gas- 
Works, Co.cuesrer. 





TO GAS AND WATER COMPANIES. 




















SECOND-HAND 
FIRE AND BURGLAR PROOF 


WALTER FORD, 


159, GRAY’S INN ROAD, LONDON. 


MANUFACTURER OF WET AND DRY GAS-METERS, STATION-METERS, 
GOVERNORS, &c. &c. 


Sole Manufacturer of PADDON’S PATENT STREET-LAMP REGULATORS, for insuring 
any required consumption. These Regulators are in general and increasing use, and references can be given to 
Gas Companies who use them for every Lamp. 


CEORGE ANDERSON, 


GAS AND CONSULTING ENGINEER, 


19, NORTHUMBERLAND STREET, STRAND, W.C. 


Mr. ANDERSON advises Companies on all matters connected with the 
manufacture of Gas and the construction of Works. 


PATENTEE and MANUFACTURER of the following Inventions :— 


RETORT SETTINGS, heated by tar without the production of smoke. 
STEAM-ENGINES and EXHAUSTERS, separately or combined. 
FOUR-WAY VALVES, one of which is equal to three ordinary Valves. 
STATION GOVERNORS-—the Gasholder cannot tilt and cause accident. 


BREEZE AND TAR FUEL MACHINE. 


A Pamphlet containing Eighteen Illustrations of the foregoing, with letterpress on the construction 
of Works, post free, 2s. 6d. 

N.B.—The second edition of this Work, now ready, contains illustrations of the Machine for con- 
verting Breeze and Tar into Fuel for heating the Retorts. 

‘The Author is well qualified to speak authoritatively upon the important subjects to which his 
pamphlet refers.” —_Artizan. 








+ 





SAFES. 


BEFORE PURCHASING SEND FOR 
GRIFFITHS’ MONTHLY LIST OF SAFES, 


By Milner, Marr, Thos. Perry and Sons, Mordan, 
Price, Whitfield, and every eminent maker, at about 
half the price of new. 

A guarantee given with each. 

A large quantity of TANN’S SAFES from £2 10s. 
Apply to Gairrirus, 43, Cannon Srruet, E.C. 


B. CARPENTER’S 


IMPROVED 
WOOD SIEVES FOR GAS PURIFIERS. 


WORKS: 
14, JOHN STREET, PENTONVILLE ROAD, 
LONDON, N. 








The above Sieves are used by the principal Gas Com- 
panies in London and the country. Their utility, 
durability, and cheapness combined, render them su- 
perior to all others. 

Testimonials from Gas Engineers who have tested 
their qualities forwarded on application. 

All orders punctually attended to, and estimates 





adapting to this principle. 


No. 4, WHARF, CANAL ROAD, KINGSLAND ROAD, LONDON, N. 


TO MANAGERS OF GAS-WORKS. 


MANN’S IMPROVED SCRUBBER. 


See Description and Sketch in ‘‘ JOURNAL OF GAS LIGHTING,” March 31, 1868. 














Messrs. WESTWOOD & WRIGHTS are prepared to submit estimates for the supply and erection 
complete of the above, either in London or the Provinces. 

Messrs. W. & W. have already constructed several, which are now in successful operation, and 
give great satisfaction. 

In cases where Scrubbers are already constructed, estimates will be submitted for altering and 





Messrs. WESTWOOD and WRIGHTS, 








HOPE BOILER & GASOMETER WORKS, 
BRIERLEY HILL, STAFFORDSHIRE, NEAR DUDLEY. 


| 


} 








given if required. 





NINETEEN YEARS PRACTICAL EXPERIENCE. 


EDWIN BENTLEY, 
RETORT SETTER, 
29, LOWER HOPE STREET, HALIFAX, 
YORKSHIRE. 
Fire-Clay and Iron Retorts, Double and Single 
Grooved Brick Retorts, of every description. 
Bentley’s Improved D Brick Segment Retorts, 5 or 3 


in one bed. pag 
Testimonials and references on application. 








HARRIS AND PEARSON, 


WORKS: 


Contractor for the Erection of Gas-Works, Gasholders, Station-Meters, Governors, and every article 


HENRY F. WILLEY, 


(Manager for the late Mr. Vickary, of Exeter, 15 years,) 
GAS ENGINEER AND CONTRACTOR. 
BARTHOLOMEW STREET, EXETER. 





Improved Wet and Dry Meters. Gas Apparatus and Gas-Fittings Manufacturer. 





and apparatus appertaining to Gas-Works. 





STOURBRIDGE, 
PROPRIETORS OF 


BEST GLASS-HOUSE POT & CRUCIBLE CLAY. 


MANUFACTURERS OF 


FIRE-BRICKS, GAS-RETORTS, AND FIRE-CLAY GOODS 
OP EVERY DESCRIPTION. / 

Orders of any magnitude, for home and exportation, 

executed with all possible despatch. 

N.B.—A quantity of Retorts in stock. % 

Circulars, 15in. and 16in. Ovals, 20in. by 14in. 

D’s, 15X13, 1612, 18x14, 20X16, 21X14, 24X14. 


WALTER MABON & CO., 
Engineers, 
ARDWICK IRON-WOEKS, 


FAIRFIELD STREET, MANCHESTER, 
MANUFACTURERS OF 
IRON TANKS, GASHOLDERS, 
GAS APPARATUS, 
PIPES, VALVES, IRON ROOPS, 
WROUGHT AND CAST-IRON GIRDER 


DESIGNS, SPECIFICATIONS, & ESTIMATES 
FURNISHED. 











| 


A GREAT SAVING OF TIME, LABOUR, & EXPENSE 


IS EFFECTED BY THE USE OF 


PRICE’S 


.PATENT COAL AND COKE BARROWS. 


In addition to other testimonials the following has recently been received from one of the largest 
Gas Companies in London :— 








London Gaslight Company, Nine Elms, May 18, 1868. 


Dear Sir,—The Patent Coke Barrows are a great improvement, and a saving both in time and labour. 


Yours truly, D, Waisox. 


They are in use in the Government, Metropolitan, and several country Gas- Works. 
Manufacturers for London and South of England—PRIEST & WOOLNOUGH, KINGSTON-ON-THAMES. 
Manufacturers for the Midland Counties and North of England— 
THE COALBROOKDALE COMPANY, NEAR WELLINGTON, SALOP. 
Manufacturers for Ireland—J. EDMUNDSON AND CO., CAPEL STREET, DUBLIN. 


Communications to be addressed to the Sole Agent, R. E, KEEN, 50, Claremont 
Road, Surbiton, S.W.; or either of the above. 
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D. GRANT & CO., 


GAS=METER MANUFACTURERS. 


STATION-METERS ANY SIZE. 
PHOTOMETERS, EXPERIMENTAL METERS, 
PRESSURE-GAUGES, &c. 

Price List on application. 
GAS-METER WORKS, CROSSCAUSEWAY, 
EDINBURGH. 


INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITION, 

1862. CLASS X. 
PRIZE MEDAL 
For excellence of Fire-Clay Gas Retorts, and 
“ HONOURABLE MENTION ” for 
geod quality of Fire-Bricks. 

ILLIAM STEPHENSON & SONS, 

THROCKLEY, 
NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE, 





AMES NEWTON & SONS, 
(Established 1820,) 
PIRE-BRICK AND TILE MERCHANTS, 
Wholesale and for Exportation, 
FALCON DOCK, 78 anp 79, BANKSIDE, 
SOUTHWARK, LONDON, 5.E., 

Derdt for STOURBRIDGE anp NEWCASTLE 
FIRE-BRICKS, LUMPS, TILES, and FIRE-CLAY, 
and every Article suitable for 


GAS AND WATER WORKS. 


ANCOCK’S INDIA-RUBBER 
GAS-TUBING. 


All sizes, from 4 in. to 4 in. diameter and upwards, 


Also, 

HORSE SINGEING APPARATUS, best make, with 
Gas-BuRNERS, Combs, and INDIA-RUBBER TUBING, 
all complete. 

INDIA-RUBBER BAGS for Gas-Matns. 

WASHERS for Gas and Stgam JoINTs. 

VALVES (pure solid Rubber) for SrzamM-ENGINES. 

PACKING (Elastic) for StEAM-ENGINES, 

FLANGE TUBING, for excluding (> 
Draughts and Dust through CY 
Winpows, Doors, and GLass i 


CasEs. a 


(Ltd ddd 
Section 


Illustrated Price Lists on application. 





JAMES LYNE HANCOCK, 
Vulcanized India-Rubber Works, 
GOSWELL MEWS, anv 266, GOSWELL ROAD 
LONDON, E,C- 





Established 1811, 


READY & SON, 
BILSTON STREET BRASS FOUNDRY, 
WOLVERHAMPTON, 


MANUFACTURERS OF 
SUN BURNERS, GAS CHANDELIERS, 
ALL LANTERNS, BRACKETS, PENDANTS 
And every Description of 


GAS-FITTINGS, 
Including 


MEDIEVAL FITTINGS for CHURCHES, &c. 








Large Pattern Books complete, with Book of 
Prices, 7s. 6d. 


STOURBRIDGE FIRE-CLAY WORKS. 


E. BAKER & CO., 
24 WHARF, HARROW ROAD, PADDINGTON, W, 


FIRE-BRICKS, LUMPS, SQUARES, and TILES 
of all dimensions. 

GAS-RETORTS always in stock. 

GARDEN EDGINGS of various patterns. 
| ORNAMENTAL BUILDING BRICKS. 
| GRATE BACKS in various designs. 
| Contracts evtered into to set Retorts, erect Fur- 
naees, &c. 

Shipments on the shortest notice. 

Makers ot A.C. FrasEr’s Patent Ribbed Retorts ant 

Brick Ovens. 











TO INVENTORS AND PATENTEES. 


i ee W. H. BENNETT, having had 


considerable experience in matters connected 
with Gas, Water. and Sanitary Improvement, begs to 
say that he continues to assist Inventors in the perfec- 
tion of their designs, and to obtain for them PROVI- 
SIONAL PROFECTION, whereby their invention may 
be secured for Six Months; or LETTERS PATENT, 
which are granted for Fourteen Years. 

Patents pleted, or pr ded with at any stage, 
thereby rendering it unnecessary for persons resident 
in the country to visit London. 

Patents procured for Foreign Countries. 

Information as to cost, &c., supplied gratuitously 
upon application to the advertiser, 42, Parliamznt 
Street, WESTMINSTER. [Office of the JouRNAL or 
Gas LicuTine, &c.] 
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Trade Mark. THE MEDAL FOR 1862, 


@ Taz ONLY PRIZE MEDAL awarpEpD 
ror TUBES anv FITTINGS. 


CROWN TUBE-WORKS, 
WEDNESBURY STAFFORDSHIRE, 
WareEHovse—Sl, UPPER GROUND ST., LONDON. 


JAMES RUSSELL & SONS, 


Patentees and First Makers of Wrought-Iron Tubes. 
LAMBERT REDUCED PRICES OF 


BROTHERS, |MPROVED GAS-VALVES 


WITH WROUGHT-IRON PINIONS, 
2, 23, and 3in..., 12s. per in. 
4in. toGin...... lls. ,, 
Jin. to 12in.,... 1s. 
'\ These Valves are all proved on 
* both sides to 30 1b. on the square 
, inch before leaving the works. 
Valves made with outside racks 
to order. 
Also Water-Valves, with gun- 
metal faces and gun-metal screws, 









ee 
MANUFACTURERS, 


WALSALL. 


TO GAS COMPANIES AND THE TRADE. 
J. DEFRIES & SONS, 


MANUFACTURERS OF 
CRYSTAL, BRONZED, & ORMOLU 
CHANDELIERS; 
IMPROVED CRYSTAL STAR & SUN LIGHTS; 
VESTIBULES, 
RON BARREL, COMPOSITION TUBING, 
OF “EVERY 


GAS - FITTINGS DESCRIPTION, 





WORKS: 
LONDON, BIRMINGHAM, AND PARIS. 









CRYSTAL 
CHANDELIER. 





Special Designs prepared in perfect accordance with 
architectural arrangements. Estimates furnished for 
the Lighting and Fitting up of Theatres, Music-Halls, 
and Public or Private Buildings with Gas. 

GAS MOONS OF THE NEWEST DESIGNS. 
The Patent Gas-Regulator & Purifier reduced 

to 6s. 6d. per Dozen. 


Pattern Books of Gas-Fittings, Crystal and Ormolu 
Chandeliers for 1868, are now complete. 


CITY SHOW-ROOMS & MANUFACTORY, 
147, HOUNDSDITCH. 


THOMAS EDINGTON & SONS, 
PHENIX IRON-WORKS, 
GLASGOW, 

Manufacturers of all kinds of 
GAS AND WATER PIPES, 
Branches, Bends, Water-Traps, Tank-Plates, Valves, 
and general Castings. Also 
RAILWAY CHAIRS & SLEEPERS, 

AND 
GRIFFIN’S PATENT PERMANENT WAY. 

London Office, 63, Old Brvad Street. 





BELGIAN CLAY RETORTS. 
SUGG and CO., late ALBERT 


J. KELLER, Ghent.—The removal of the import 
duties on Earthenware permitting the entry of Clay 
Retorts into England, Messrs. Sugg, of Ghent, beg to 
draw the attention of the Gas Companies of London, 
and other Cities, to the very superior quality of the 
RETORTS manufactured by them. They can _ be 
made of any size, in one piece, and of any form. The 
price will be in proportion to the weight, and very 
moderate in comparison to their value. 
Communications, addresssed to J. Suea and Co., 





GHENT, will receive immediate attention. 


859 
C. & W. WALKER, 


IRONFOUNDERS, 
MIDLAND IRON-WORKS, DONNINGTON, | 
NEWPORT, SHROPSHIRE, 
CAST EVERYTHING USED in GAS-WORKS ; 
MAKE AND ERECT GASHOLDERS 
OF ANY MAGNITUDE; 
CAST-IRON GASHOLDER TANKS, 
PIPES, & LAMP COLUMNS. 





They ask especial attention to their 
Important Improvements in Purifiers, 
CONDENSERS, SCRUBBERS, & IRON ROOFS, 
WALKERS’ GAS-VALVES, 
WOOD PURIFIER GRIDS, 
PORTABLE STEAM BOILERS forGAS WORKS 


ETC. 
LONDON HOUSE: 
8, FINSBURY CIRCUS, LONDON, E.C. 


W. J. HOLLANDS, 
IRON MERCHANT, 
$1, BANKSIDE, LONDON, §.E. 


Socket, FLANGE, Hot-WaTer PIPES, AND ALI. 
CoNNEXIONS; Rerorts, HYDRAULIC Main, LaMP- 
CoLuMNs, &c.; AND BEVERY DESCRIPTION OF CasT- 
INGS AND WrovuGHT-IRON- WoRK FcR GAS AND 
WATER-WORKS, STEAM, AND GENERAL PURPOSES. 

N.B.—All goods kept in stock, and supplied at 
wholesale prices. Estimates given, and orders by post 
punctually attended to the same day. 


JAMES OAKES and CO., 
ALFRETON IRON WORKS, DERBYSHIRE, 
AND 

IRON WHARF, 20, WHARF ROAD, 
CITY ROAD, LONDON, 
Beg to inform Gas and Water Companies ana the public, 
that they keep in stock in London all the CASTINCS 
in general use in Gae and Water-Works, including 
Iron Retorts, Socket and Flange Pipes, Pends, 
Branches, and Syphons of all sizes, Lamp Columns, 
&c., &e. 

N.B.—Orders for Cast-iron Tanks, Girders, Columns, 
Cylinders, and all irregular castings, will have immedi- 
ate attention. 


WENLOCK 


RS _ CHAR LPS Hoxsiey, Agent. 
JAMES M‘KELVIE, 
CANNEL COAL MERCHANT, 


HAYMARKET, 
EDINBURGH. 


Established 1840. 


FIRE-CLAY GA8-RETORTS, &c., CANNEL 
AND SiLEAM CUALS. 


Wim FRASER, Inverkeithing 


(owner of the Works at which Fire-clay Retorts 
were first made), having greatly enlarged his works, can 
supply retorts and other fire clay goods to any extent. 

References can be given to managers of above a 
hundred Gas-Works whom he supplies. 


ROT COALS at Charlestown and Burntisland at 12s, | 
per ton; and HALBEATH STEAM VUOALS, on Navy 
List, at 8s. 6d. per ton. 


D. BRUCE PEEBLES, 
Gas-Meter Manufacturer, 


FOUNTAINBRIDGE 
EDINBURGH. 


J. T. B. PORTER & CO, 


GAS ENGINEERS, 
MANUFACTURERS AND CONTRACTORS FOR GAS-WORKS 
Of any extent at Home and Abroad, 


GOWTS BRIDGE WORKS, LINCOLN, 
AND 


JOHN STREET, ADELPHI, LONDON, W.C. 





ALFRED PENNY, Gas and 


CONSULTING ENGINEER, 


21, WHARF ROAD, CITY ROAD, LONDON. 
Mr. Penny having had a large experience in thi 
construction, alteration, and management of Gas 
Works, begs to inform the Directors of Gas Companies 
that he may be consulted on all matters appertaining 
thereto. He also manufactures Gasholders, Purifiers, 
and all the various apparatus used in Gas-Works, and 
keeps in stock Retorte and Mouthpieces, Socket-Pipes, 
Bends, Branches, T-pieces, &c. &c. 

Plans, Specifications, and Estimates prepared. 


A PDISON POTTER, 


WILLINGTON QUAY, 





NEAR NEWCASTLE-U PON-TYNE, 
Manufacturer of Clay Retorts, Fire-Bricks and every 





description of Fire-Clay (so0d 


WILLIAM Fraser ships COW DENBEATH PAR- | 


WeENLock Inon Works, ; 
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|| Wet Meters are subjected, owing to the short range of the Float, which is necessary, in order to meet the requirements 
\fof the Sale of Gas Act. 
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THOMAS GLOVER & CO., 


DRY GAS-METER MANUFACTURERS, 
214 To 222, ST. JOHN STREET, CLERKENWELL GREEN, 


LONDON, 








HAVE BEEN AWARDED THE HIGHEST PRIZE FOR 


DRY GAS-METERS, 


BY THE IMPERIAL COMMISSIONERS FOR THE 


UNIVERSAL EXHIBITION, 1867. 
WILLIAM PARKINSON AND CO. 

















(SUCCESSORS TO SAMUEL CROSLEY), 

PATENT WET AND DRY GAS-METER MANUFACTURERS, &o. | 

COTTAGE LANE, CITY ROAD, LONDON, EC. 
“stablisheds 1816. 





PATENT IMPROVED WET METER. 


W. P. and Co. invite especial attention to this Meter, which entirely overcomes the difficulty to which ordinary | 








“It is well known that n Meters constructed so that the valve will close when the water is drawn off to such a point as to render them 3 per cent. slow j 
the lights are liable to be extinguished by the closing of the valve by a sudden increase of pressure. To meet this difficulty, Mr. Pinchb has i an | 
ingenious and simple arrangement by which the action is reversed, and any such increase of pressure, in his Meter, raises the value instead of depressing it. The 
tact of the improvement having been adopted by Messrs. W. Parkinson and Co. is a sutficient guarantee that it practically and effectually remedies the incon- 
venience it is designed to meet.”—JovuRNAL oF Gas LigutiNa. 


PATENT IMPROVED DRY METER, 


Which W. P. and Co. pledge themselves to manufacture with the same quality of materials and workmanship as in their 
Wet Meter, thereby giving Gas Companies and others the advantage of procuring a first-rate Dry as well as a Wet 
Meter, which, hitherto, they have been unable to do. 


STATION-METERS AND GOVERNORS. 


Which can be seen at all the London Gas-Works. Also Liverpool, Manchester, Sheffield, Nottingham, Belfast, Glasgow, Bir- 
mingham, Dublin, Bristol, Leeds, Leicester, Brighton, Southampton, Sunderland, Wolverhampton, Bradford, Norwich, &c._ &c. 


TEST GASHOLDERS, EXPERIMENTAL METERS, EXHAUSTER REGULATORS, 














MINUTE CLOCKS, PRESSURE GAUGES, PHOTOMETERS, PRESS!IRE REGISTERS, &c. 
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TUESDAY, DECEMBER 8, 1868, 


fotes upon Passing Events. 


Tne Corporation of London will be strong in the new Parlia- 
ment, and stronger still in public opinion, from the completion 
of three great works that can be seen and appreciated by the 
most careless. Besides the four members for the City of 
London—all bound in hostages to support Corporation interests 
(one of them a future Cabinet Minister, and one of them an 
alderman)—there are: the Lord Mayor, in for Lambeth with 
Mr. M‘Arthur, a sheriff; Alderman Lusk, for Finsbury; 
Alderman Salomons, for Greenwich ; and, most astonishing of 








> | 


all, Alderman Waterlow, for a Scotch county; besides Mr. | 
Recorder Gurney, for Southampton. This is a formidable 
phalanx to begin with, not counting all other influences of 
livery companies, who work the dinner influences to the! 
utmost. But the City has a greater shield of safety to 
| defend its notorious abuses of administration and wasted power, 
in its recent public works. The New Meat and Poultry 
Market is such a grand improvement on the foul nuisance of || 
| Newgate and Leadenhall Markets, that we can afford to treat 
| lightly very serious defects. In the first place, we agree with | 
| the Emperor of the French that a dead meat market ought not || 
| to be surrounded by brick walls; it ought to be a sort of iron |! 
birdcage. In the next, Mr. Horace Jones’s design, although} 
without any distinctive feature, is handsome enough, if mono- | 
| tonous, but incongruous inexecution. An edifice of brick and | 
| iron, with a wooden roof, is surely an anachronism, as will be | 
said and sung pretty loudly the first time it takes fire. A) 
graver error is the omission of any arrangements for the | 
accommodation of the London and North-Western and Great 
Eastern Railways—two of the most important meat-carriers, 
The fault may, of course, be laid on the directors of those rail- || 
ways; but it is the duty of those who found a metropolitan 
market to look ahead. Still, as we before observed, the || 
change from Newgate and Leadenhall will be so grateful to || 
the public, that criticism will be lost in general congratula- | 
tions. It has been decided by the Common Council that the 
New Meat Market shall be closed when the wholesale busi- 
ness is done—that is to say, retailers are not to be permitted 
to compete with the butchers shopsin the City. This decision 
was come to with more regard for the interests of ‘“ the trade” | 
than of the public. But we do not expect that this strictly 
protective measure will be adhered to. Free trade has an | 
excellent chance where it runs with a powerful self-interest. || 
Mr. Thomas Rudkin, the chairman of the Metropolitan Market | 
Committee, has taken a tavern in the New Smithfield Meat) 
Market, and from his well-known energy where his personal || 
interests are concerned, we shall be surprised if even the || 
influence of the Queen’s -butcher is sufficient to keep out a) 
thriving retail trade, which will be so much for the advantage | 
of the working classes and the public-houses within the market || 
walls. The New Meat Market would have been of little value 
without the series of street improvements and communications | | 
included in the scheme of the Holborn Viaduct, now rapidly | | 
approaching completion. Nothing but pictorial illustrations || 
can do justice to the importance of this work as a means of}, 
saving time, labour, and horseflesh in working the City traffic. | 
The value of all the property from Holborn Bars to St. | 
Bartholomew’s Hospital will be improved beyond calculation. | | 
The new Blackfriars Bridge, to be completed in 1870, com- | 
pletes the City improvements of this generation, and leaves! 
the Corporation very little to do, unless some man, with the 
sagacity and influence of Charles Pearson, can persuade them || 
to take up and back the scheme for an embankment and rail-|! 
way from Blackfriars to Billingsgate. This, beside railway || 
and sewer construction advantages, would sensibly relieve 
the overcrowded traffic of the City streets, especially of the 
Upper and Lower Thames Streets. All this and more will be! 
needed to ward off the inevitable reform of the Corporation, 
at present deferred by the balance of parties. Some day the 
question will be asked whether a smaller Common Council 
could not do the real business at less expense and more 
vigorously. 
The Metropolitan Board has no dinners to give, except those | 
given by its contractors, but can only exist by. doing some- | 
thing. When the Thames Embankment and the Mansion 
House Street are completed, it will industriously endeavour to 
invent something else to do as a reason for existence. This is 
what makes it so formidable a rival tothe Corporation of 
London. The Corporation unwillingly enters on any real | 
work. It prefers debates, references to committees, reports, || 
re-discussions, luncheons, dinners, and all with a paraphernalia 
that could just as well, or ill, do all the work of all the metro- 
polis eastof Temple Bar. Besides, after the last Parliamentary | 
Reform Bill, there can be no argument that will hold water in || 
favour of aldermen for life, and Common Councilmen ridi- | 
culously numerous, elected by ridiculously small constituencies. || 





Take, for instance, the Waterman’s Company, which has the 
monopoly of the navigation of the boats, wherries, and steam- 





The livery companies have long ceased to exist for any useful | 
| 
boats of the river, and throws its protecting powers over a set | 











purpose. Those we know most of are positively mischievous. 









| 
| 
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yf unmitigated ruffians and robbers. The monopoly of the with gravel walks only open, and the rest reserved for 
watermen is an unfair tax on the river trade of London, which | fenced-in turf and ornamental flower-plots. It has been well 
has been diminished, but by the influence of the Corporation observed by the Pall Mall Gazette that what the labouring | 
survives when all other trade or guild privileges have dis- classes require more than distant parks, are many small open | 
appeared. But the watermen engaged in conveying passen- spaces within reach of the dwellings and the schools of their 
gers to the steam and other vessels from below bridge arethieves children. The disused graveyards of London might well be || 
protected by the indirect influence of the Corporation. Com- so employed. In Bunhill Fields there is a great space to be 

plaints have repeatedly been made of the extortions practised thus disposed of. Mr. Reed, Common Councilman and M.P., | 
by these men at Tower and Custom House Stairs, on foreigners, | should complete his work. The names of the worthies there || 
strangers, women, and drunken sailors, but although there is buried might be made more familiar to the rising generation || 
a show of police activity for a short time, it soon dies away. by conspicuous monuments, than lost amongst a thicket of | 
There is some influence behind the magisterial chair that pro- obscure and illegible gravestones. As we have cleared away 

tects these pirates. The police soon cease to take any interest churches and graveyards for railways—witness St. Pancras— ‘| 
||in protecting the river trade. The watermen should be licensed it would not be desecration to let children play where the un- 
iby the river police as the cabmen are licensed by the land conscious dead sleep, and remove the tablets to the walls or a | 
| police. mortuary chapel. 
| The appetite of the metropolitan public for travelling by | This is the week of one of London’s great annual festivals 

| railway grows with the limited supply afforded by the Under- | —the feast of fat meat—celebrated particularly by the Smith- 

Ht ground. The trains are crammed, and will soon be unable to field Club, an institution supported by voluntary subscriptions, 

|; carry at any decent speed passengers attracted by the conve- , without Charter of Incorporation or Act of Parliament, which 

|| Bience of the circular line. To lay down additional sets of | now, in the seventieth year of its existence, is chiefly puzzled | 
leer seems almost impossible, and yet, without some such by having more money than it knows how to spend, and | 
| addition, how can the Underground be made useful for goods more applicants anxious to pay money to the society than 
| traffic? A line is urgently required traversing mid-London it knows how to accommodate. The Smithfield Club is’ 
| from the extreme west to the extreme east; but the sub- one of the many examples of the importance which mane- || 
|,terranean difficulties seem almost insuperable. The injury facturing mechanics have obtained during the last cen-|| 
|'done to foundations, the obstruction of traffic by the tury. It was founded by a great stock-breeding and stock- 1) 
|| the needful shafts and other works, make the question of com- | feeding Duke of Bedford to promote the improvement of beef | 
| pensation terribly formidable. Then, again, it becomes every and mutton, and originally held in a yard near Old Smithfield | 
| day more difficult to find a place to deposit the “spoil” of Market. The machinery displayed consisted of a few chaff- | 
|, metropolitan excavations. The scheme for an underground line | cutters. After seventy years of competition there are, no doubt, | 
from the London and North-Western station to Charing Cross a great many more animals of the most economical breeds for | 
| fell through, because the inhabitants of Tottenham Court Road | making beef, mutton, and pork distributed over Great Britain 

|| objected to more than one shaft, and no contractor could see | and the Continent. Indeed, the Smithfield Club, with its’ 
(‘his way to getting rid of the soil through one shaft. For liberal prizes, has helped to popularize the early mature breeds 

|' these reasons the engineers who foresee the demand for addi- | that have superseded the less profitable in high favour seventy | 
|| tional omnibus lines in London are nearly all studying high- | years ago. But readers outside the agricultural world will| 
' level lines. But a high-level line on brick arches or a solid be surprised to learn that the best meat was just as good a) 
|! embankment towering above houses is nearly as costly a work hundred*years ago as the best now, after a century of zealous 
in a densely and riciiy populated district as a subterranean agricultural improvement—that is to say, that no art, no skill 
| line. It must obstruct traffic terribly in execution, and when _in breeding and feeding can produce better beef or mutton 
|| executed occupy and spoil the largest quantity of valuable land. than was grazed by Francis, Duke of Bedford, or Mr. Coke, 
, Under these circumstances we observe with interest a scheme of Holkham. Quantity, not quality, is the triumph of modern 
| for a town railway on an entirely new plan, invented by Mr. | agriculture in the stock department. Indeed, there are very 
|Robert Richardson, of Great George Street, and Mr. John | few representatives at the Agricultural Hall of the tribes most 
‘Imray. They propose to construct, between Islington and | in favour with the best customers of the most fashionable 
|| Finsbury Square, a line upon a continuous iron girder bridge, | butchers. For instance, the little Highland bullocks, from 
‘supported on iron columns, so as to require the minimum of | which the choicest sirloins and ribs are cut, appear in 
| | Material during construction, and occupy the minimum space | scarcely more specimens than prizes, and the famous and 
'of land after construction. No bricklayers, stonemasons, or | delicious black-faced Highland sheep are scarcely to be found at 
|| carpenters—no excavations, except for the foundations of the | all. Ina word, feeding and «hibiting fat animals is a fancy, 
\|pillars. More than nine-tenths of the work will be completed | an amusement to the exhibitc:- and to the public who go to 
at the iron manufacturers, and put together mechanically, like | see them, but of little more ational importance than pigeon 
lan iron building. It is further proposed to lay the rails on a | shows or dog shows. Still the show of fat cattle has the || 
|| three-feet gauge, and work it with light omnibus carriages, great merit of amusing the London public, although what || 
|| drawn by light engines, so as to avoid the ordinary railway | difference those who are not htchers can find between one fat |! 
|, expense of “putting an elephant to draw a wheelbarrow.” | sheep or pig and another it : difficult to understand. The |! 
| This certainly is an experiment worth trying. If it succeeds, | machinery department stand: . a very different footing. The!! 
'| it will be the metropolitan railway of the future. A carriage | few chaff-cutters of the origi: al show have developed into acres || 


| 
‘on a three-feet gauge may be made to carry as many passengers 


























of agricultural tools and implements of the most perfect and | 
las an ordinary 4 feet 8 inch carriage. Light trains will start | ingenious mechanical construction. A great fair is opened| 
easily, stop easily, and not wear out the rails at the rate of the | with the Cattle Show for the sale of contrivances which were | 
heavy engines and heavy carriages. either unknown seventy years ago, or used in a very rude, im- 

There is also, we note, a new attempt to be made to intro- | perfect shape. Iron has superseded wood; steel, iron, steam 
duce street tramways, worked by horses. This, if successful, | power, horse power, and the very simple, yet scientific, | 


will supply a want no other mode of conveyance can. It would | mechanical appliances, the rude implements of the last century. 


meet the demands of the large class of passengers who require , Seventy years ago, with rare exceptions, all agricultural im- 
to go from shop to shop, who do not want to go to a station, | plements were either home made or the produce of the village 
and wait even five minutes for a train to take them a quarter | blacksmith or millwright. Now the farmers mechanical wants 
of a mile beyond their destination. A tramway company, to | afford constant employment to a number of great manufac- 
sueceed, must first make a bargain with the local authorities of | tories, established in the centres of purely rural districts. With}, 
the districts traversed, and next with the omnibus companies. | the appliances of steam power, and the tools originated by 
A competition between the tramways and the omnibuses would | such men as Roberts and Whitworth, the trade almost un- 
be simply suicidal, without the least advantage to the public. | known forty years ago has furnished not less than four repre- 

Mr. Arthur Arnold has vigorously exerted himself to obtain | sentatives to the new Parliament, all pledged to administrative 
from the new Archbishop of Canterbury a boon which has | reform. Mr. Seely, the old eremy of the Admiralty; Mr. 
frequently been urged in these columns—the free use of | Samuelson, who has made technical education one of his sub- || 
Lambeth Park as a playground for the people, and especially | jects; Mr. Howard, and Mr. Bentall, two new members, one 
the children of that busy, grimy district. If the park, | representing the most elaborate, and the other the simplest, 


which no archbishop has used for many years, is thrown open, | form of cultivation, but both likely to be tough customers when 


we trust it will be as a playground, and not as a trim garden, | the work and wages of Government manufactories are dis- 
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cussed. For those who wish to form an idea of the capital 
invested in modern British agriculture, and the sort of men 
who invest it—utterly unlike the stupid pictorial type of John 
Bull—a shilling and an hour may be profitably spent in the 
Cattle Show and implement galleries of the Agricultural Hall. 
We have at length an account of the Suez Canal enterprise 
from an independent eye-witness and a practised observer. 
** Rob Roy” has worked his canoe as far as he could through it, 
and taken notes, which seem to give a very just idea of this 
grand and unprofitable work. When with many pleasant 
threats of the Suez Canal being “a javelin aimed at the most 
‘vulnerable point of England’s cuirass,” it was presented to 
the English subscribing public, the proposal met, amongst 
others, with three objections—that it could not be done for 
the proposed capital; that it would not if it could; and that 
although a shallow waterway open to small Levantine craft 
was possible, it was utterly impossible to open and keep a 
canal of dimensions sufficient for ships and steamers engaged 
in the Indian, China, and Australian trade. The capital has 
proved insufficient, has been increased thrice, and must be 
increased again. The time when vessels of 2000 tons can 
be towed through is still remote, and the calculations of profit 
are “ still in the air.” Whether the bed once excavated, and 
especially the harbour on the Mediterranean side, can be kept 
open, is still a matter of doubt, but there is no doubt that a 
very great work, which will have a permanent effect on the 
prosperity of Egypt, has been achieved, after fourteen years of 
heroic exertions on the part of the promoter, M. de Lesseps. 
The canal is to be 100 miles long, 100 yards wide, and 25 feet 
deep in the middle; all this was to have been completed in 
‘eight years. A shallow canal, filled with the salt water 
\of the Mediterranean, has been opened for about 50 miles. 
\“* Of this 50 miles many parts are not wide enough for large 
\“* vessels, and a very small portion has been excavated to the 
“* full depth. The remainder of the canal is more or less dug 
** out—some quite dry; some rock to be blasted; about 
\* 20 miles have to wait until the dry basin of a future lake is 
|“ filled.” Eight millions sterling are already absorbed ; the 
|present expenses are at the rate of £200,000 every month. 
\Port Said is formed of two long piers enclosing a very small 
'area, and completely exposed to northern gales. A vast sum 
‘must be laid out here before it can become, if ever, a safe and 
|permanent harbour. Half way along the canal, at Ismalia, a 
‘canal 30 to 40 feet wide brings the fresh water of the Nile all 
\the way from Cairo—an enormous agricultural blessing. 
“Rob Roy” traversed it with his canoe, to the great de- 
light of the river population. He has had large experience in 
towing, and doubts, if not the possibility, the possible profit of 
‘towing a ship of 2000 tons through the canal when the wind 
| presses her on one side. Steamers are not to be allowed to 
juse their paddles or screws, for fear of damaging the banks. 
‘How much time and how many millions it will take to com- 
|plete a useful ship canal, it is impossible to estimate. In any 
‘event the Suez Canal will realize, whatever be its measure of 
|success, the grandest French idea of this generation. 

The Liverpool Corporation recently purchased a steam roller, 
for the purpose of levelling and smoothing newly made and 
mended roads. In that capacity the monster, locally known 
as the “‘ demon crusher,” has been a great success; but it has, 
unfortunately, so injured the network of gas and water pipes 
in the streets in which it has ,been used, that the corporate 
authorities find that they must either greatly decrease its 
weight or cease using it altogether. 














Circular to Gas Compantes. 


Tue notice given by the Board of Trade of their intention to in- 
troduce into Parliament a Bill for the destruction and confiscation 
of the property of the metropolitan gas companies ought to 
have been sufficient to satisfy Mr. Beal, who might have rested 
triumphantly on the honour achieved of having enlisted the 
president of that Board under his banner. But the craving 
desire to make an independent assault on the gas companies, 
and possibly the apprehension that the Board of Trade, when 
under the new régime, might relinquish the contest, have in- 
duced him to give a separate notice—professedly on behalf of 
the St. James’s vestry, though without their authority—of a 
Bill for improving the supply of gas in that parish, according 
to a scheme of his own. 
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structed by that gentleman. It is only fair to say that the 
objects contemplated in this extra-official attack on the gas 
companies are not only more limited in their operation, but 
they are comparatively less destructive than those indicated in 
the notice given by the Board of Trade. The Bill is to be 
restricted to St. James’s parish, and it is to give power to the 
vestry, or to a competing company, to establish or acquire gas- 
works, or to take a supply of gas from the Chartered Company, 
the district and the powers of which company are to be en- 
larged. We cannot find that all the notices required by the 
Standing Orders of Parliament to be published in a metro- 
politan newspaper, have appeared, and if so, the Bill could not 
be proceeded with as a private Bill, though it might even in 
that case be introduced as a public measure by any member 
who could be prevailed on to take charge of it. The following 
is the notice as it appears in the Gazette :— 


ST. JAMES’S GAS. 

(To enable a company to be incorporated, or the parish of St. James’s, West- 
minster, to establish or acquire gas-works, or to take gas from the Gaslight 
and Coke Company or other manufacturers of gas, and to supply gas for the 
public lights and for private consumption; power to levy rates and charges; 
enlargement of the district and powers of the Gaslight and Coke Company; 
amendment of Acts; and other purposes.) ; 

Norice is hereby given, that application is intended to be made to Parliament 

in the ensuing session for leave to bring in a Bill for all or some of the 

following purposes, that is to say :— 

To incorporate a company (hereinafter called the company), and to enable 
that company, or the vestry of the parish of St. James’s, Westminster, to 
establish or acquire gas-worke, or to contract or agree with the Gaslight and 
Coke Company, the City of London Gaslight and Coke Company, the Great 
Central Gas Consumers Company, the Phoenix Gaslight and Coke Company, 
and the Western Gaslight Company, Limited, or any or either of them, or 
any other body or person for a supply of gas or other illuminating agent to 
the said district. / 

To authorize the company or the said vestry or parish to manufacture gas 
and the several matters and things producible from the residual products 
arising or resulting from the manufacture of gas, and’ to sell or dispose of 
gas, coke, coal, tar, or other residual products, matters, and things, and to 
acquire, hold, use, and exercise patent rights and licences in relation to the 
manufacture and distribution of gas or other illuminating power, and the 
utilization of residual produts, and to purchase or hire gas-meters, —_ 
and other gas apparatus, and generally to carry on the business usually 
carried on by gas companies, or which is or may be incident thereto, and to 
confer upon the company, vestry, or district board all such powers, rights, 
authorities, and privileges as are necessary for carrying the powers of the 
intended Act into effect. 

To enable the company or the parish to make, lay down, maintain, repair, 
and renew within the said district such mains, pipes, and other works which 
may be necessary for supplying gas within the said district, and to divert, 
alter, break open, or stop up, temporarily or permanently, and to lay down 
culverts, pipes, and other works and apparatus in, across, under, over, or by 
the side of any roads, streets, highways, footpaths, public places, ways 
streams, watercourses, bridges, sewers, and drains in or near to the sai 
district. 

To enable the company or parish to levy rates, rents, and charges for the 
supply of gas, and to alter any rates, rents, and charges now leviable by the 
Western Gas Company, Limited, or any other company or persons supplying 
gas within the said district, and to alter, vary, or extinguish exemptions 
from the payment of rates, rents, and charges. 

To vary or extinguish all or some of the powers, rights, and privileges of 
the Western Gaslight Company, Limited, and particularly the exclusive 
right to supply gas within part of the parish of St. James’s, Westminster, 
and the powers, rights, and privileges of any other company or persons 
which may interfere with any of the objects of the Bill, and to confer, vary, 
or extinguish other rights and privileges. 

To incorporate with the said Bill the necessary provisions of the Lands 
Clauses Consolidation Act, 1845; the Lands Clauses Consolidation Acts 
Amendment Act, 1860; the Gas-Works Clauses Act, 1847; and such parts of 
the Railways Consolidation Act, 1845, relating to roads and the temporary 
occupation of lands and other matters as may be deemed expedient. 

And so far as may be necessary for all or any of the objects of the pur- 
poses of the said Bill it is intended to alter, amend, extend, and enlarge, or 
if need be to repeal the whole or some of the powers and provisions of an Act 
passed in the 23rd and 24th years of the reign of Her present Majesty, 
cap. 125, intituled, “‘An Act for better Regulating the Supply of Gas to the 
Metropolis,” and also of the ** City of London Gas Act, 1868,” and the whole 
or some of the powers and provisions of the several local and personal Acts 
following, that is to say:—50 Geo. III., cap. 163; 54 Geo. IIL, cap. 116; 56 
Geo. IIL., cap. 87; 59 Geo. III., cap. 20; 4 Geo. IV., cap. 119; 31 and 32 
Vict., cap. 106; and all other Acts relating to the Gaslight and Coke Company. 

And notice is hereby given, that in the event of the proposed Bill being} 
introduced on petition, printed copies of the said Bill will be deposited in} 
the Private Bill Office of the House of Commons on or before the 23rd day of 
December next. 

Dated this 13th day of November, 1868. 

Davi R. Carr, 209, Piccadilly, 
Solicitor for the Bill. 


The anomalous nature of the proceeding is apparent on the 
face of the notice. It does not state the source whence it 
emanates, but the anonymous originator seeks to obtain par- 
liamentary powers on behalf of some company iz nubibus, or 
for the vestry of St. James’s—who have protested against in- 
terfering with the gas supply of the metropolis—to establish 
gas-works, or to obtain a supply of gas in bulk, or of any 














“other illuminating agent,” from certain companies to light 
St. James’s district. According to the notice, the company 


It is true that Mr. Beal’s name does to be concocted, or the parish, are not only to levy rates for 
not appear in the matter, but it is well understood that Mr. D. | the gas they may supply, but it is intended they should have 
R. Carr, who signs the notice as solicitor for the Bill, is in- | power to alter the rates now leviable by the Western Gas Com- 
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pany ; and power is to be obtained to vary or extinguish all or 
some of the rights, powers, and privileges of that company, or 
of any other company that may interfere with the objects of the 
Bill; and it is further proposed to amend or repeal the Metro- 
polis Gas Act of 1860, and even the City of London Gas Act 
of last session, so far as may be necessary for the purposes con- 
templated. It is absurd to suppose that any Bill for grant- 
ing such extravagant powers to a non-existent company, 
or to a vestry that would not accept them if granted, could 
have a chance of passing through Parliament when opposed by 
all the gas companies, who are not likely to accept the ‘“‘ happy 
“‘ despatch ” which Mr. Beal kindly proposes to offer them, 
and to commit suicide for his gratification. It may be re- 
marked, also, as one of the anomalies of the proceeding, that 
though the manufacture of gas is one of the objects for which 
power is to be applied, there is no mention in the parlia- 
mentary notice of any locality as the site of the gas-works 
proposed to be constructed, and that omission would be fatal 
to any provisions in the Bill purporting to give that power. 
The notice has apparently been issued in an ebullition of 
temper, to give some show of substance to Mr. Beal’s threat 
when defeated in St. James’s vestry, and it will in all pro- 
bability descend without further efforts into the limbo of dis- 
appointed hopes, and that it will have the more comprehensive 
and more confiscatory notice of the Board of Trade to bear it 
company. It may be noticed, as a further exemplification of 
Mr. Beal’s restless activity, that two other notices of applica- 
tions to Parliament have been given, with the same signature 
as the St. James’s gas notice, and evidently proceeding from 
the same source, one of which is to revolutionize the Corpora- 
tion of the City of London, and the other is for the creation of 
Jocal municipalities throughout the metropolis. 

It may be some consolation to Mr. Beal to know that, 
although his own vestry of St. James’s have rejected his pro- 
positions for localizing the supply of gas, his notions have met 
with support in the less aristocratic district of St. Pancras, to 
which he may be inclined to retreat. Ata recent meeting of 
that vestry a resolution was adopted unanimously to the effect 
that a representation should be made to the Board of Trade 
that, in the opinion of the delegates appointed by that vestry 
on the gas question, ‘‘ whilst it is desirabie to give the powers 
“ included in the parliamentary notice for the Metropolis Gas 
“ Act Amendment Bill to the vestries and district Boards 
‘* separately or conjointly, it is not desirable to confer the same 
“‘ powers on the Metropolitan Board of Works; and they 
“‘ respectfully urge that the Bill to be drafted may be so 
“varied.” It is evident that the far-seeing vestrymen dare 
not trust the Metropolitan Board of Works with the manufac- 
ture and the supply of gas, and that they want to have the 
management and patronage it may bring in their own hands. 
It would be an evil day to the gas consumers, and to the rate- 
payers also, were the gas supply of the metropolis by any mis- 
chance to be managed, or rather mismanaged, by vestries and 
district Boards. 

Some of the matters relating to the gas supply of the City, 
which were postponed at the previous meeting of the Court of 
Common Council, were brought forward for discussion at a 
special court, on the 26th ult., when Mr. Bontems, the chair- 
man of the Gas Committee, brought up the report of their 
proceedings on the various references which had been made to 
them. In presenting that report, Mr. Bontems explained at 
great length what the committee had done during the past 
three years to justify the expenditure of £20,000 of the Cor- 
poration money, and to show that the advantages derived far 
exceeded the cost. The culminating point of all the com- 
mittee’s labours was the passing of the City of London Gas 
Act, and their chairman directed the attention of the court to 
the several parts of that Act, from which he said the citizens 
had obtained the most important advantages, and for which, of 
course, it was to be inferred they were indebted to the Special 
Gas Committee—especially to their chairman, to whom, under 
such circumstances, they ought to make fitting acknowledg- 
ments of their obligations. Though expressing the desire to 
deal fairly with the gas companies, Mr. Bontems, in his anxiety 
to do justice to the claims of the committee on the gratitude 
of the citizens, presented many of the facts in a distorted and 
exaggerated form. At the commencement of his address, he 
referred somewhat apologetically to obstacles which had pre- 
vented him and the committee from procuring greater advan- 
tages for the citizens than had been actually gained, and he is 
represented to have said that “‘ unfortunately there existed in 











** the City of London three large gas companies ” when the com- 
mittee commenced their labours; consequently, they had not a 
clear field for their operations, but were compelled to pay some 
consideration to the property of those in possession. The 
proposal to purchase the undertakings of the gas companies, 
by giving them 6 per cent. guaranteed dividends in exchange 
for their dividends of 10 per cent., was considered by Mr. 
Bontems a liberal offer, for those guaranteed dividends, he 
asserted, would be worth 25 per cent. premium on the nominal 
value of the shares; omitting to take into consideration that a 
large proportion of the present holders of the shares purchased 
them at a much higher premium. The question of amalgama- 
tion, and the advantages to be gained from it, were treated 
simply by the abstract rules of arithmetic, without any regard 
to circumstances. The total annual expenditure for the three 
City companies being, as he asserted, £26,730, two-thirds of| 
that amount, it was clear to him, might be saved by amalga-! 
mating the three companies, assuming that the expenses of! 
management in the combined undertaking would not be greater 
than in one of the separate companies. The citizens, however, 
will, according to Mr. Bontems, make the three companies 
suffer for their obstinacy if they refuse to amalgamate, for he 
assumes that the public auditor of the accounts will adopt his 
own narrow mode of calculation, and deduct two-thirds of the 
expenses of management from the profits appropriated to 
dividend. It is, however, in his description of the direct 
advantages to be gained by the reduction of the price) 
and the improvement in the illuminating power of the 
gas by the provisions of the City of London Gas Act, 
that Mr. Bontems’s powers of misrepresentation are most 
conspicuous. He says the actual gain is 6d. per 1000 feet in 
price and 23d. in the quality, in the first instance, and that) 
ultimately it will be 9d. in the price and 73d. in the quality, | 
making a total saving to the consumer of 1s. 44d. per 1000 | 
cubic feet. In that estimate he assumes that the price charged | 
before the passing of the Act was 4s. 6d. per 1000 feet, |/ 
though he must have known that the price had been generally |; 
reduced some time previously to 4s., the actual present gain |/ 
being limited to the improvement in iiluminating power; and 
as regards future years, the price and illuminating power are 
to be determined by the results of the experiment in 1871. 
Proceeding according to that method of calculation, it is esti- 
mated that the saving in the City of London on 1200 millions 
of consumption will be, in the first instance, £42,500 per} 
annum, and £82,500 when the Act comes into full operation. |’ 
There is only one point on which the jubilant tone of Mr. 
Bontems was lowered, and that was when speaking of the: 
appointment of the chief gas engineer of the Chartered Com- 
pany as one of the gas referees, which appointment he ex- 
presses the hope may be altered. In winding up his speech, 
Mr. Bontems gratefully acknowledged the assistance the Gas 
Committee had received from various persons and public 
bodies, among whom he named Mr. Cardwell, the Board of 
Trade, and Mr. Beal. 

The oration of the chairman of the Special Gas Committee, 
and the discussion of the report, occupied so much time at the 
Court of Common Council on the 26th ult., that the most 
important business—the appointment of a gas examiner—was 
postponed ; but it was brought before another special meeting of 
the court on Thursday last. It is high time the appointment were 
made, for the Act came into operation on the Ist of October 
last. Mr. Bontems presented the report of the committee, 
which recommended the appointment of Dr. Septimus Gibbon 
to the office, with a salary of £200 per anoum, but he said he| 
dissented from that recommendation. He stated that the 
number of candidates had been reduced by a select committee 
to three—viz., Dr. Gibbon, Mr. Fewtrell, and Mr. Keats—and 
that eight of the general committee voted for Dr. Gibbon, and 
six against him; Mr. Bontems was, however, of opinion that, 
considering the gas referees had decided there should be four 
testing-places within the City instead of one, as originally con- 
templated, a higher salary should be given for the performance of 
the important duties of gas examiner, and that might induce 
more eminent men to come forward as candidates. Under those 
circumstances he proposed to refer the question back to the 
committee, with power to advertise again for candidates. 
After a long and somewhat acrimonious discussion, it was 
resolved, by a majority of 57 against 28, to refer the question 
again to the Special Gas Committee. 

The decision of Vice-Chancellor Malins in the case of the 
Cambridge Consumers Gas Company, Limited, has been re- 
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‘versed on appeal to the Lords Justices, before whom the case 
was ably argued. Lord Justice Wood, who pronounced judg- 
ment, was guided mainly in his decision by the Sheffield case, 
which he said was in full force. The court would not interfere 
to restrain an injury for which there was a remedy in a court 
of law, unless the injury were of a kind that was irreparable, 
such as the cutting down of a tree, or a continuous injury that 
could only end in incessant actions being brought for damages, 
the continuous character of the wrong in itself making the 
injury grievous, and in the eye of the court irreparable. In 
the case of the Cambridge Consumers Gas Company, however, 
there was no such continuous injury threatened, as the incon- 
venience arising from taking up the pavement in any part of 
town would be continued only for two or three days. The 
Sheffield case was, he said, much stronger than that adduced 
in support of an injunction at Cambridge, and nothing had 
since occurred to overrule or to shake his confidence in that 
decision. The original decree of Vice-Chancellor Malias was 
therefore reversed, and the Bill was dismissed with costs, but 
the costs of the appeal were not allowed. The question is thus 
brought back to the position in which it has remained since the 
decision in the Sheffield case. The old Cambridge Gas Com- 
pany have evidently mistaken their remedy; a court of equity 
will not help them. They should have indicted the new com- 
pany for a nuisance in breaking up the pavement, as the 
Sheffield Gas Company did when the equity courts refused an 
injunction, and they obtained a conviction at the Yorkshire 
Assizes, which was upheld by the Court of Queen’s Bench. 
We understand that an appeal against the decision of the 
Lords Justices is to be made to the House of Lords. 


The surveyor of the Leamington Local Board is industriously 


'|distributing circulars, calling attention to “a new system 


“‘ which secures a very superior light, while it effects a very 
“ important saving of expense.” ‘The ‘‘ new system,” which 
is stated to have been in operation at Leamington for a year 
and a half with great advantage, is not explained in the cir- 
cular, but we have ascertained that it consists only in the 
application of the double-tap, the defects of which we have 
repeatedly noticed. It economizes, no doubt, the quantity of 
gas consumed, but it diminishes the light in a greater degree, 


||so as to render the public lighting very defective. 


The number of notices of application to Parliament, in the 
ensuing session, for Acts relating to the supply of gas is 39, 
which is a smaller number than has of late years been given. 


Wegister of New Patents. 


APPLICATIONS FOR LETTERS PATENT. 
3522.—Epwarp Hopson Baytry, of 42, Newington Causeway, in the 
borough of Southwark, in the co. of Surrey, wheelwright, for “ Jm- 
provements in carts or other vehicles for the removal of snow from 
streets, roads, and other places, and in apparatus connected therewith 
Sor melting the said snow and disposing of the water thus produced, 
the said carts being able to be applied, if required, to other useful pur- 
poses.” Nov. 20, 1868. 

3531.—Hznry Bripce Cowett, of 4, Compton Street, Ball’s Pond, 
Islington, in the co. of Middlesex, for ‘‘ Improvements in apparatus for 
the distribution of water or other liquids in fine particles, which appa- 
ratus is also applicable in the distribution of fine particles in powder.” 
Nov. 20, 1868. 

3541.—Cxiinton Epcccmse Brooman, of the firm of Robertson, Brooman, 
and Co., of 166, Fleet Street, in the City of London, patent agents, for 
‘* Improvements in the manufacture of gas for lighting and heating, 
and in apparatus employed therein.” A communication. Noy. 21, 
1868. 

3562.—Tuomas Smiru, M.D., of Portland House, Cheltenham, and 
Joun Van Norpen Bazarcerre, of the Langham Hotel, Portland 
Place, in the co. of Middlesex, for “‘ Improvements in deodorizing and 
manufacturing manures from sewage and other foul waters, and in 
apparatus employed therein.” Nov. 23, 1868. 

3568.—Witt1am GeorcE Beatrix, of South Bank, Surbiton, in the co. 
of Surrey, engineer, for “‘ Improvements in slide-valves,” Nov. 24, 








3581.—Grorce Bernxarnt, of the firm of John C, Milns and Co., Rad- 
cliffe, in the co. of Lancaster, spinners and manufacturers, for “ Jm- 
provements in arrangements and apparatus for regulating and econo- 
mizing the supply of gas in mills and manufactories.” Nov. 25, 1868. 


N.B., engineer, for “‘ Improvements in gauges or apparatus for ascer- 
taining pressure.” Noy. 28, 1868. 

3635.—Witu1aM Naytor, of Mildmay Park, in the co. of Middlesex, 
engineer, for “ Improvements in railway-breaks and in apparatus con- 
nected therewith, part of which impr ts is applicable to the regu- 
lating the pressure of steam, air, gas, or water for various useful pur- 
poses.” Nov. 28, 1868. 

5671.—Taropore Byron Huszett, of Euston Square, in the co. of 
Middlesex, manufacturer, for ‘An improved reflector for oil and other 





GRANTS OF PROVISIONAL PROTECTION. 

3366.—Artuur Henny Rosinson, of Clyde Road, in the co. of Dublin, '| 
engineer, for ‘‘ Improvements in cocks or taps.’ Nov. 6, 1868. 

3392.—Wit1am Corpen, of Datchet, in the co. of Bucks, artist, for! | 
“* Improvements in lamp-globes or glasses."” Nov. 7, 1868. | 

3399.—Witt1am Moroan Brown, of 13, Rue Gaillon, Paris, in the 
empire of France, engineer, for ‘ Improvements in man-engines for 
raising water and lowering and raising men.’’ A communication. 

3403.—Hennry Lronarp Bennison, of Greenwich, in the co. of Kent, 
engineer, for ‘An improved rotary engine and pump, to be driven by 
water or steam power.” Nov. 10, 1868. 
Nov. 9, 1868. 

3407.—Joun Henny Jounson, of 47, Lincoln’s Inn Fields, in the co. of 
Middlesex, gentleman, for “A mode of and means for utilizing the 
woaste heat of furnaces employed in the manufacture of coal gas.” A 
communication. Nov. 10, 1868. 

3464.—Ronert Becxuey, of Richmond, in the co. of Surrey, and James 
Joserx Hicxs, of Hatton Garden, in the co. of Middlesex, for ‘* Im- 
provements in means or apparatus for measuring and registering the 
quantities of flowing liquids, which invention may be used as a rain- 
gauge or as a liquid-meter, and for measuring the strength of liquor 
run off from a still or other apparatus or vessel.”’ Nov. 14, 1868. 

3484.—Anprew M‘N1k1, of Tiverton, in the co. of Devon, engineer, and | 
Witi1am Wuearon, of Exeter, in the same co., merchant, for “An 
improved process for the manufacture of salts of ammonia from am- 
moniacal gas liquor.” Nov. 16, 1868. 

3541.—Ciinton Epacumse Broomay, of the firm of Robertson, Brooman, 
and Co., of 166, Fleet Street, in the Uity of London, patent agents, for 
‘* Improvements in the manufacture of gas for lighting and heating, 
and in apparatus employed therein.’ A communication. Noy. 21, 
1868, 














NOTICES TO PROCEED. 

2235.—Witt1aM Turner, of Blackburn, in the co. of Lancaster, engi- 
neer, for “‘ Certain improvements in buckets to be employed in air- 
pumps and other pumps.”’ July 15, 1868. 

2266.—Witi1aM Berry, of Kingsland Green, in the co. of Middlesex, for 
** Improvements in the means or apparatus for lighting shops, rooms, 
and other places from the outside of the building by gas, oil, or other 
illuminating materials.” July 18, 1868. 

2295.—CuHartes Witu1aM Brapsuaw, of Stubbington, in the co. of || 
Hants, for “‘ Improvements in coupling hose for steam and fire engines, 
gas and water pipes, hydrants, and other similar purposes,” July 22, | | 
1868. | 

2300.—Cuar.zs Foster Waxpo, of 13, Bread Street, Cheapside, in the | | 
City of London, merchant, for“*.A new method of and new apparatus | | 
Sor raising, moving, transferring, and discharging water or other | 
Juids.” A communication. July 22, 1868. 

2322.—Joseru Sykes Bromueap, of Victoria Road, and 32, South Grove, 
Peckham, in the co, of Surrey, and Josep Wuirmeg, of St. John’s | 

} 











Street, Clerkenwell, in the co. of Middlesex, engineers, for “* Jmprove- | 
ments in dry gas-regulators.” July 23, 1868. 

2363.—Tuomas Hynes, of Sheffield, in the co. of York, ironmonger, and 
JosePH Bennett, of Sheffield aforesaid, engineer, for ‘‘ Improved means 
or appliances for facilitating the transit and application of caloric ; 
also for mixing caloric with air, water, and other fluids and gases ; also 
for economizing the consumption of fuel, consuming smoke, generating 
steam, and increasing and distributing heat, and for refrigerating 
purposes.” July 28, 1868. 

3146.—James Roxzertson, of the city of Glasgow, in the co. of Lanark, 
N.B., engineer, for ‘‘ New or improved modes of obtaining and trans- 
mitling motive power, and in the means, apparatus, or mechanism 
employed therefor, part of such apparatus or mechanism being also 
applicable to the measuring of fluids.” Oct, 14, 1868. 











tamps and burners.” A communication. Dec. 2, 1868, 

















3399.—Wittiam Morcan Brown, of 13, Rue Gaillon, Paris, in the | 
empire of France, engineer, for “Improvements in man-engines for 
raising water and lowering and raising men.” A communication. 
Nov. 9, 1868. 


PATENTS WHICH HAVE BECOME VOID 
BY REASON OF THE NON-PAYMENT OF THE ADDITIONAL STAMP DUTY OF 
£50 BEFORE THE EXPIRATION OF THE THIRD YEAR. 
2946.—Wi1am Easton, “ Improvements in the construction of pumps 
for raising water and other liquids.’”” Nov. 15, 1865. 
2965.—James Harzert, ‘‘ Improvements in the production or manu- 
JSacture of gas for heating or illuminating, and in the retorts and ap- 
paratus employed in such manufacture. Nov. 17, 1865. { 
2990.—SamveL Bennett, ‘‘ Improvements in cocks for steam, water, air, 
and gases at high pressures, and also in gauge-cocks and water-gauges 
Sor boilers and sediment-tubes for cocks and pipes.’’ Noy. 21, 1865, 








Parliamentary intelligence. 


NOTICES GIVEN FOR PRIVATE BILLS RELATING TO THE 
SUPPLY OF GAS, WATER, &c. 

ABERDARE AND ABERAMAN ConsuMERS Gas.—Incorporation of com- 
pany; power to construct gas-works 2nd supply gas; purchase of lands; 
purchase of existing works; levying of rates; power to local boards, c.; 
amendment of Act. 2 

Accrinaton GAs AnD WaTerR.—Amendment of the existing Acts of the 
company; repeal of proviso to the 7th section of the Accrington Gas and 
Water Works Act, 1863, and power to the company to supply the town- 
ship of Oswaldtwistle with gas; abandonment of Harwood Dean reser- 
voir, and north and south catchwater drains in connexion therewith; 
power to construct another reservoir in Harwood Dean, with catchwater 
drains and road in connexion therewith; conduct from Henfield to 
Rishton; extension of time for construction of reservoir adjoining 
Mitchell's House reservoir; power to acquire additional land near the 
Mitchell's House reservoir; revival of powers and grant of new powers 
for compulsory purchase of lands, &c.; confirmation of acts and expen- 
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diture of the company; confirmation or alteration of agreement with 

James Lomax, Esq., and power to enter into other agreements; appli- 

| cation of moneys to purposes of proposed Act; extension of the powers 

of the company for recovery of rates and rents; and other purposes. 

BarystaP_e Gas.—Dissoiution and reincorporation of the Barnstaple Gas 
Company, Limited; cancellation of Memorandum of Articles of Associa- 
tion; powers to purchase lands, construct works, and to light and supply 

|| with gas the borough of Barnstaple and place adjacent; powers to pur- 
chase works of Barnstaple Gaslight Company, Limited, and the site 
thereof; dissolution and winding up of that company; arrangements 
with local authorities; power to dispose of lands and works to the corpo- 
ration of Barnstaple; regulation and increase of capital, and other pro- 
visions in relation thereto; and other purposes. 

BARNSTAPLE Gas.—Incorporation of company, with power for manufac- 
turing and supplying gas in the parishes of Barnstaple, Bishop's Taw- 
ton, Tawstock, Landkey, Pilton, Goodleigh, Ashford, Marwood, Sherwell, 
Heanton, Punchardon, Braunton, and Fremmington, all in the county of 
Devon; power to hold and purchase lands, compulsorily or otherwise ; 
power to purchase undertaking and works of Barnstaple Gaslight Com- 
pany, Limited, and to dissolve that company; arrangement as to capital. 

BrrmincuaM GasticutT AND Coke Company.—Amendment of Birming- 
ham Gas Act, 1855; further capital; purchase of lands by compulsion or 
agreement, and construction of gas-works thereon; extension of com- 
pany’s limits of supply; power to levy rates; amalgamation with other 
companies; sale of company’s undertaking to corporation of Birmingham: 
contracts with local boards and other bodies; amendment and incorpora- 
tion of Acts. 

j Bishor’s Stortrorp Warer-Works—Incorporation of company; con- 

gg of works; supply of water to Bishop's Stortford and adjacent 

aces, 

| Boroucu or Truro Warer-Works Compaxy.—Incorporation of com- 
pany; construction of works; amendment or repeal of Act; and other 
purposes. 1 

Beaprorp Water-Works.—Construction of new water-works; com- | 
pulsory taking of lands and streams; extension of limits of water 
supply; borrowing of additional capital; alteration, repeal, extension, and 
amendment of Acts, 

BRIDGEND (GLAMORGANSHIRE) GAS AND WaTER.—Incorporation of com- 
pany; supply of gas and water to Bridgend and neighbourhood; con- 
struction of gas-works and water-works. 

Briguton AND Hove GENERAL GAs CompAany.—New works, and purchase, 





} 








compnisory or otherwise, of property at and near New Shoreham Har- 

bour; arrangements with Harbour Commissioners. | 
Brymgo Warter.—Incorporation of company; construction of works; | 

|| _ supply of water to Brymbo and neighbourhood. | 

CambrinGe Gas.—Incorporation of company; power to complete and | 
maintain gas-works and mains, and supply gas to the university and | 
borough and parts of the county of Cambridge; dissolution of limited | 
company; increase of capital. ' 

CARMARTHEN New Gas.—Dissclution and reincorporation of company; | 
powers to erect gas-works, and to supply gas in Carmarthen and adja- 
cent eens purchase of lands; powers to corporations, &c.; levying of 
rates, &c, 

CuicHEsteR Water —lIncorporation of company; construction of works; 
supply of water to the city of Chichester and adjacent places, all in the 
county of Sussex. 

Ciry or Loypon Susways.—Provision as to use of subways, under ma- 
nagement of Commissioners of Sewers of the City of London; for requir- 
ing water, gas, and other companies and persons to lay pipes, &c., in 
subways; to provide restrictions on the breaking up of streets; powers to 
commissioners; amendment of Acts, &c. 

CLECKHEATON GAs.—Incorporation of company, with powers for manufac- 
turing and supplying gas within the townships of Cleckheaton, Livers- 
edge, Gomersal, and Hunsworth, in the parish of Birstal, in the West 
Riding of the county of York; power to purchase lands and erect addi- 
tional works; regulation and increase of capital. 

CLEVELAND WATER AND GAs.—Dissolution and reincorporation of the 
Cleveland Water Company, Limited; power to maintain and extend 
existing works; erection of new works; acquisition of lands; provisions 

| as to supply of water and gas; increase and regulation of capital; pur- 
chase by agreement of gas-works of the North-Eastern Railway Com- 
pany; levying of rates and charges; amendment of Acts; and other 
purposes. ~ 

Ciontarr TownsHip.—Constitution of new township, and powers to com- 
missioners; provisions as to grand jury cess, and transfer of grand jury 
powers; contracts for supply of gas and water; construction of town- 
hall and pound, market, weigh-house, slaughter-houses, baths and wash- 
houses, and fire stations; purchase of lands; making of bye-laws; rating 
and borrowing powers; incorporation of general Acts; future extension; 
and other purposes, 

Consett WATER-Works.—New works; increase of capital; extension of 
limits; amendment of Acts. 

CorporATION OF OLDHAM WaTER-Works, &c.—Additional water-works; 
roads, &c., in connexion therewith; extension of limits of supply; power 
to supply water to the districts of the Local Boards of Health for the 
respective districts of Uppermill and Mossley, and to the hamlet of 
Crossbank; purchase of existing water-works; extension of gas-works; 
compulsory taking of lands, waters, roads, &c.; further borrowing 
powers; alteration of penalties; protection of sources of water supply, 
and prevention of pollution thereof; indemnity to corporation against 
expenses of alterations of pipes, &c., in certain cases; compulsory water 
supply to houses, &c.; alteration of water-rates; reduction of sinking- 
fund for redemption of annuities, mortgages, and borrowed money; ex- 
tending certain provision of Public Health Act, 1848, to corporate docu- 


ment of Acts. 


incorporation of company; change of name; enlargement of powers; 
repeal of obligations; new works; alteration of rates and charges; pur- 
chase of reservoir; sale of undertaking to Over Darwen Local Board; 
further capital; and other matters. 

DorkinG WateR.—Incorporation of company; construction of works, and 
supply of water to Dorking; compulsory purchase of lands; purchase of 
existing water-works; amendment or repeal of Acts. 

DUKINFIELD AND Denton Locat Boarps or Heattu.—Purchase of 
Dukinfield Gas-Works; dissolution of gas company; construction of new 
gas-works; supply of gas by local boards; levying of rates; and borrow- 
ing of money. 


ments, &c.; arrangements with above-mentioned local boards; amend- | 


DARWEN WATER-Works.—Repeal or alteration of Act; dissolution and re- | 





DuMBARTON WaTER-WoRKS AND MunicipaALiry.—Construction of addi- 





tional water-works: increase of supply of water, and of rates and charges; 
power to borrow additional money; division of burgh into wards; amend- 
ment of Acts. 

DunpeEE Warter.—Alteration and amendment or repeal of the Act (Local 
and Persona!) 1 Vict., cap. 126; appointment and incorporation of commis- 
sioners to supply water; transference and acquisition of water-works and 
supply vested in commissioners under said Act, and in the municipal 
corporation of Dundee, and of the undertaking of the Dundee Water 
Company; transfer of powers; alteration and amendment or repeal of 
the water company’s Acts; supply of water; rates and assessments; 
power to borrow; other powers and purposes. 

EpinBurGH AND Disrrict Watrer.—lIncorporation of public trust for the 
supply of water to city of Edinburgh, town and port of Leith, town of 
Portobello, and adjoining districts; transference to trust of undertaking 
and powers of Edinburgh Water Company; new works for supply of 
water from St. Mary’s Lock and Lock of the Lowes; repeal, amendment, 
and consolidation of Acts; and other purposes. 

EpINBuRGH ParIsH PoorHouse Water Suppty.—Empowering the 
parochial board of the parish of Edinburgh to obtain from the Edin- 
burgh Water Company water for the supply of the new poorhouse and 
grounds, and buildings in connexien therewith, erected or to be erected 
at Craiglockhart; new works; power to enter into agreements; extension 
of arca for water supply; amendment or repeal of Acts; other purposes. 

GLasgow GasLicut Company.—Power to raise additional money ; reserve- 
fund; amendment of Acts. 

Griasaow Corporation Gas; New Works, &c.—Purchase of lands by 
compulsion or agreement, and erection of gas-works by the corporation 
of the city of Glasgow, in the barony parish of Glasgow, in the county of 
Lanark; power to maintain gas-works, &c., and to supply gas, &c., 
within the municipality, city, and Royal burgh of Glasgow and suburbs, 
and other places in the parishes of City Parish of Glasgow, Barony of 
Glasgow, Calton Shettleston, Springburn, Mary Hill, Govan, Gorbals, 
Eastwood, Old Monkland, Cadder, Renfrew, Rutherglen, Cathcart, East 
Kilpatrick, and the Abbey parish of Paisley, in the counties of Lanark, 
Renfrew, and Dumbarton; power to divert, alter, raise, or lower roads, 
canals, bridges, &c.; to levy, collect, recover rents, rates, and charges for 
the supply of gas, &c.; to borrow money, and to mortgage their estates 
and revenues, and to apply profits of gas-works for the purposes of the 
corporation; incorporation of Acts; amendment of Acts; and other 
purposes, 

Giascow Corporation Gas, PurcHaAse or Existinc Works, &c.— 
Power to corporation of Glasgow to purchase by agreement, and to the 
Glasgow Gasiight Company and to the City and Suburban Gas Company 
of Glasgow, respectively, to sell their undertakings; power to corporation 
to maintain existing gas-works, and manufacture and supply gas within 
the city and Royal burgh of Glasgow, and the suburbs thereof, and 
other places included within the existing companies area of distri- 
bution; to levy rates and rents for the supply of gas, and to alter exist- 
ing rates and rent; to levy special rates for purposes of bill within the 
municipality and city and royal burgh of Glasgow; to borrow money, 
and to charge same on their corporate estates and revenues, and on the 
rates and rents to arise under the bill, and on the property for the time 
being belonging to them; dissolution and winding up of the said gas com- 
panies; incorporation, repeal, or amendment of Acts; and other purposes. 

Guascow City AND SuBuRBAN Gas Company.—lIncrease of capital; 
additional lands; amendment of Acts. 

Great Centra Gas Consumers Company.—Increase of capital and 
borrowing powers; amendment of section 91 of the City of London Gas 
Act, 1868; and of other Acts. 

Great YarmMoutH Water-Works.—Powers in reference to the waters of 
Ormesby Broad and all branches and parts thereof; increase of capital; 
purchase of lands; meters; abstraction, misuse, &c., of water; explana- 
tion and amendment of Acts. 

GREENOCK WATER.—Powers to the Water Trust of Greenock to levy and 
amend rates, rents, &c.; purchase of lands by agreement; to raise and 
borrow further money; application of money; provisions as to sinking- 
fund and payment of interest; amendment of Acts; and other purposes. 

HarroGate Water: Works.—Extension of limit of supply; further powers | 
to existing works, and new works; regulation, alteration, and increase of | 
share capital and borrowing powers; powers to purchase water-works at | 
Knaresborough; agreements with Harrogate Improvement Commissioners 
and Knaresborough Improvement Commissioners; amendment of Acts. 











Huppersrietp WaTER-Works.—Transfer of existing water-works to cor- | | 


poration of Huddersfield; alteration and extension of such works, and | 
construction of new works; diversion of water; purchase of lands; power 
to supply local boards; alteration of rates orrents; new rates; borrowing 
of money; application of moneys; — and amendment of Acts. 

Inkey Gas Suprty.—Dissolation of likey Gas Company, Limited; incor- 
poration of the proprietors of that company and other persons; money | 
powers ; supply of gas to Ilkey and neighbourhood; power to new com- | 
pany to hold and purchase lands, and maintain and construct works; 
agreements with other corporations and persons. 

ImperrAL Gas.—Increase of and provisions as to capital, &c.; purchase of 
lands at St. Leonard’s, Bromley, and West Ham for the construction of a 


gas-works and roadway thereto, with bridges over the river Lea and Bow , 
Creek; provisions as to laying mains, &c., and other powers of the com- | | 


pany; powers to ‘ 
to co-operate with other companies; amendment of Acts. 


ImproveD METROPOLITAN Water Suppiy.—Storeage and purification of 


waters of the Thames above Medmenham; aqueducts, reservoirs, and || 


works for bringing waters to the metropolis; distribution and supply | 
thereof by Metropolitan Board of Works; incorporation of company or | 
body corporate; powers to contract with Conservators of the River Thames, 
and the Metropolitan Board of Works, and the local authorities; powers 
to those bodies as to works, &c.; purchase of plants, properties, and 
powers of existing metropolitan water-works companies; powers to levy 
tolls; removalof mills and weirs on Thames; amendment of Acts, &c. 

KEIGHLEY WaTeR-Works EXTENSION AND IMPROVEMENT.—Extension 
of present and construction of additional water-works; extension of 
limits of water supply; protection of water supply, and prevention of pol- 
lution thereof; better regulation of the taking, use, and sale of water, and 
laying down of pipes and conduits. 

LamBeta Warer- WorKs.—Additional capital; amendment of Acts. 


MANCHESTER CORPORATION WATER-WoRKS AND IMPROVEMENTS.—Addi- 


tional lands in the county of Derby for water-works purposes: power to 
widen and alter Deansgate, and acquire lands in the city of Manchester 
for that and other improvement purposes; further provisions in reference 
to sanitary and other matters; alteration of provision as to discharge of 
' water down the river Etherow; further provisions as to supply of water 














—— lease of works, colliers, collieries, mines, &c., | | 
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lands; power to raise money; further powers; amendment of Acts. 


taking of company; provisions for costs of bill; and other purposes. 


reduction of rates, charges, and dividends of gas companies; regulating 


other purposes. 
Mitrorp ImproveMENtT.—Alteration and extension of powers of borrow- 
ing, and application of borrowed moneys, and of rates, &c.; provisions for 


Act. 

Mityrow Gas.—Dissolution and reincorporation or continuance and re- 
constitution of the Milnrow Gas Company, Limited; sale and acquisition 
of that company’s undertaking; powers to supply village of Milnrow and 
adjacent district with gas; to acquire, maintain, extend, and erect gas- 
works; to acquire, hold, and sell or lease land; incorporation and amend- 
ment of Acts. 

Mosstey Locat Boarp Water-Works,—Powers to the local board for 
the district of Mossley to supply their district and neighbouring town- 
ships and places with water; construction of water-works; rates, rents, 
and charges; purchase of other water-works; agreement for purposes of 
Act; repeal and amendment of Acts. 

NorrineHam Water-WorkKs.—New works; increase of capital; extension 


the streams and waters to be taken; amendment of Acts. 


OswALDTwisTLE LocaL Boarv.—Power to manufacture and supply gas, 
purchase lease, &c., gas-works, pipes, &c., and other gas powers; provi- 
sions as to water supply, nuisances, town-hall, baths, and other public 
buildings; street improvements; markets and fairs; purchase of lands; 
tolls, rates, &c.; borrowing of money; amendment of Acts. 


OxForp Gas.—Incorporation of company; purchase of lands; construction 
of works; powers to light the city and university of Oxford, and certain 
= and places adjoining thereto, in the counties of Oxford and 
rks; purchase by compulsion or agreement of existing works of the 
Oxford Gaslight and Coke Company; rates, rents, and charges; agree- 
ments with corporation and university of Oxford, and other bodies and 
persons; amendment of Acts. 
| OxrorD GASLIGHT AND Coxe Company.—Increase of capital; extension 
| of limits; additional works; power as to existing capital; amendment or 
repeal of Act. 
Preston CorPorRATion.—Extension of water-works; alteration and in- 








amendment of Preston Water-Works and Market Acts; and other powers. 

RADCLIFFE AND PiILKINGTon Gas Company.—Increase of capital, and 
amendment of Act. 

Sr. HeLen’s BoroucH ImprovEMENT.—Repeal, consolidation, and amend- 
ment of Acts; dissolution of local boards of districts of Sutton and Parr; 
discontinuance of Local Government Act, 1858, and other Acts within 
those districts and the borough; purchase of lands and properties, com- 
pulsorily or otherwise; powers as to sewage, drainage, cleansing, lighting, 
watching, paving, and improving and regulating the borough and streets 
thereof; prevention of nuisances; maintenance of police force and fire 


gaols, police and fire stations, markets and fairs, parks, museums, libraries, 
and slaughter-houses; power to purchase the town-hall belonging to the 
St. Helen’s Town-Hall Company; maintenance of existing water-works; 
construction of new water-works; power to purchase St. Helen's Water- 
Works, and provide for dissolution of the St. Helen’s Water-Works Com- 
pany; power to purchase the undertaking of the St. Helen’s Gas Com- 


and water mains; new and altered tolls, rates, and duties; powers to 
borrow money, make bye-laws, and impose penalties; and for other 


purposes. 

Sr. James’s Gas.—To enable a company to be incorporated, or the parish 
of St. James’s, Westminster, to establish or acquire gas-works, or to take 
gas from the Gaslight and Coke Company, or other manufacturers of gas, 
and to supply gas for the public lights and for private consumption; 
power to levy rates and charges; enlargement of the district and powers 
of the Gaslight and Coke Company; amendment of Acts; and other 
purposes. 

SHotLey Brince Anxp Conserr Disrricr Gas.—Incorporation of com- 
ow d for supplying gas to the townships of Bensfieldside, Conside, 

nitsley, Ebchester, Medonsley, and Iveston, all in the parish of Lan- 
chester, in the county of Durham, and portions of the townships of 
Billingside and Collierley, in the parish of Lanchester aforesaid, and a 
portion of the township of Shotley Low Quarter, in the parish of Shotley, 
in the county of Northumberland; trausfer ¢0 company of the under- 
taking of the Shotley Bridge Gas Company, Limited; dissolution of that 
company; acquisition of lands for the construction of new gas-works; 
powers to the company to regulate supply of gas, and prevent waste and 
misuse, and other powers; provisious as to share and loan capital of 
both companies, 


number, mode of election, period of service, and qualification of electors 


and electors; construction of new water-works; purchase of gas-works 
by corporation; powers for corporation to improve and regulate streets, 
prevent nuisances, establish markets, baths, slaughter-houses, and 
weighing-machines, and regulate same; purchase of existing market 
and fair rights; provide and maintain public libraries, police force, and 
fire brigade, and other powers; purchase of lands, compulsory or by 

















crease of borrowing powers, sanction of outlay upon town-hall, &c.; | 


Merropouis Gas.—Amendment and extension of the provisions of the 
City of London Gas Act, 1868, to the whole of the metropolis; amend- 
ment of Metropolis Gas Act, 1860, and of the local and personal Acts 
relating to the supply of gas in the metropolis; amalgamation of all or 
some of the metropolitan gas companies, and adjustment of capitals; 


future price, purity, illuminating power, aud pressure of gas; purchase 
by compulsion or agreement, and sale of gas-works, and providing other 
gas-works; to compel gas companies to sell gas in bulk; creation of 
rent-charges or other securities; levying rates; borrowing of money; and | 


of limits; acquisition of water rights, and conservation of the purity of 


brigade; providing, improving, maintaining, and regulating town-hall, | 


pany, and provide for dissolution of the company; power to lay down gas | 
| orders would, of course, fail. 


of commissioners relating to port and harbour of Sligo; extension of | 
municipal boundaries of Sligo; alteration of qualification of Town Council | 


| 


and payment in respect thereof; extension of time for sale of superfluous 


Maryport Town Anp Harsour Gas.—Dissolution and reincorporation | 
of the Maryport Gaslight Company, Limited; cancellation of Articles of 
Association; powers to maintain, renew, and extend gas-works, and to 
light and supply with gas the town and harbour of Maryport and other 
places adjacent; extension of limits of supply; increase and regulation of 
capital; rates; repeal of the Maryport Improvement and Harbour Act, 
1866, and the Maryport District and Harbour Act, 1868, wholly or in 
part; purchase by trustees acting in execution of the said Acts of under- | Srockron-on-TgEs EXTENSION AND ImrRovEMENT.—Supply of water to 


payment for water-works, and as to sinking-fund, &c.; amendment of | 


[ | bill was similar to that which was sought, and unsuccessfully sought, in 

Siico Boroven Iuprovement.—Transfer of powers from Sligo Town and 
Harbour Commissioners and grand jury to corporation of Sligo; repeal or | 
amendment of Acts relating to town aud harbour of Sligo; alteration in | 


agreement; sale of lands; supply of water and gas; new or altered tolls, 
rates, and duties; power for corporation and commissioners to raise 
money by borrowing; superannuation of officers; bye-laws; amendment 
and incorporation of other Acts. 

Sourn Merropotiran GasLiGHtT AND Coxe Company.—Increase of 
capital; amendments of Acts; power to amalgamate, partially or com- 
pletely, with the Phoenix and the Surrey Consumers Gas Companies, or 
either of them; supervision by Board of Trade; auditing of accounts. 

SpaLpinc WaTER-Works.—Extension of works. 


| 


extended borough, and Yarm, Osmotherly, Crathorne, Kirk Levington, 

and Egglescliffe, and vicinity; construction of water-works; purchase of 

|  Wwater-works. 

| Town or Kincstown.—Repeal and amendment of Acts; creation of the}, 

| township of Kingstown; discontinuance of present commissioners; con- 
stitution of a new body of commissioners; division of township into wards; 
qualification of commissioners and electors; formation of register; annual 
elections; audit, &c., of accounts; adjustment of weights and measures; 
supply of water; sewage; levying of rates; and other purposes. 

WatruaM Azppry AND CuEsHunt Gas.—Incorporation of company; pur- 
chase and maintenance of existing gas-works belonging to John Brown; 
power to supply gas. 

WALToN-oN-THAMES AND WEYBRIDGE Gas.—lIncorporation of company ; 
powers to erect and maintain works, and to manufacture and supply gas 
to the parishes of Walton-on-Thames and Weybridge, in the county of 
Surrey, and the parish of Shepperton, in the county of Middlesex; pur- | | 
chase of existing works; purchase of land by agreement; rates and | 


charges; incorporation of general Acts. _ 
West Ham Gas Company.—lIncrease of capital; amendment of Act. 
West MippLesex WaTer-Works.—Increase of capital; amendment of 











Acts. { 
West Surrey WATER.—Incorporation of company for supplying with: | 
water the towns of Walton, Weybridge, Chertsey, Byfleet, Cobham, and | 
Shepperton, in the county of Surrey, and Walton and Shepperton, in the) 
county of Middlesex, and the districts and places adjacent to these towns; 
and for other purposes. | 
Wixpermere Disrricr WATER-Works.—Construction of works for sup- |, 
lying with water the townships of Undermiilbeck, Applethwaite, and || 
routbeck, in the parish of Windermere, in the county of Westmoreland, || 
and power to supply water and levy rates; incorporation of company, or | 
powers to Windermere District Gas Company; amalgamation of those | 
companies; further capital; powers to local boards of Bownes and Win- 
dermere, and other matters; amendment of Acts. | ; 
WoLverHAMPTON BorotGH ImproveMENT. — To rescind resolutions: | 
adopting in the borough the Public Health Act, 1848, and other Acts,! 
and to confer on and vest in corporation the powers, &c., and property 
of Local Board of Health; to repeal, consolidate, and amend Acts; supply } 
of water, and maintenance of works; to apply and raise money for water- | 
works and reserve-fund; powers for sewage and utilization of sewage. 








| 
| 


“Leqai intelligence. 


COURT OF CHANCERY. 
Monpay, Nov. 23. 
(Before the Lorps Justices.) 

THE ATTORNEY-GENERAL, ON THE RELATION OF THE CAMBRIDGE 
UNIVERSITY AND TOWN GASLIGHT COMPANY, VU. THE CAMERIDGE CONSUMERS. 
GAS COMPANY, LIMITED. 

Mr. Coxz, Q.C.,and Mr. Ricpy, appeared for the appellants, the Con- 
sumers Company; Sir RounpELL Patmes, Q.C., Mr. Osporne, QC., and 
Mr. Locock Wess, for the respondents. 

These were appeals from the order of Vice-Chancellor Malins, granting 
an injunction to restrain the appellant company from breaking up the 
streets and pavements of the town of Cambridge for the purpose of laying 
down their pipes and mains. 1 

Mr. Coxe said the first appeal was an appeal from the order of the Vice- | 
Chancellor made upon the hearing of the motion for decree in this case. | | 
By the order made on that occasion his honour, instead of doing as the ap- | 
pellants submitted he should have done—viz., dismiss the bili as against | 
all the defendants—dismissed the bill =~ against some, and retained it | 
against his clients, with liberty to the informant and plaintiffs to amend | 
the bill and make a new case. The other appeal was from two orders 
which were subsequently made by his honour upon the record so amended. 
If that amendment was wrong, as he should submit it was, then the two 

The a question, he thought, would | 
arise with respect to the propriety of what was done by the order made on | 
the hearing of the cause and motion for decree. In considering the first part 
it would be necessary only to look at the informatio as it then stood. 


Lord Justice Woop: Will the amended bill show this? 
Mr. Coxe: Your lordships should not look at the amendments at present, 





| 
| 
| 


; 
| 


1| 








because they were not on the record at the time when the order in question ' 
was made. | 
Lord Justice Setwyn: There is not a new plaintiff, so that we may be 
trusted with the bill. | 
Mr. Coxe said the suit was one in which the Attorney-General was the | 
infermant, at the relation of the Cambridge University and Town Gaslight | 
Company, and the same company were also the plaintiffs in the case. ‘Lhe 
court would see that, though it was an information and a bill, yet in point | 
of fact it was a suit instituted by the plaintiff company as plaintiffs, they | | 
also acting as relators to the informant, whom they put in motion, Their i| 
lordships would find that he was perfectly correct in saying that it was a || 
contest between two rival gas companies, the plaintiffs putting forward the | | 
Attorney-General, as was sometimes done, professedly for the benefit of the | | 
public, but substantially for the purpose of enforcing their own private || 
interests. The relief which the plaintiffs sought by the information and the 





= court in the case of the Attorney-General v. Sheffield Gas Consumers 
‘om yi 

ray Woop: I thought in that case the acts of the defendants 
were held at law to be a nuisance. 

Mr. Cote said it was so, but the present suit was instituted for the pur- 
pose of getting a decree in contravention of that which was considered by 
this court as not the subject of an injunction, rendering useless, and a posi- 
tive loss, whatever expenditure a company like the defendant company bad 
incurred upon the faith of the decision given fifteen years ago, and never 
overruled, The relief asked by the information was of this nature—viz,, 
that the defendants might “ be restrained by interlocutory injunction until | ; 
the hearing of the cause, or until the further order of this court, and also | 
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perpetually by the decree of this honourable court, to be made at the hear- 
ing of the cause, from breaking, digging up, or disturbing the public road or 
street, or the footpath abutting upon and adjoining to the land and mes- 
suages belonging to the plaintiff company, situate in the parishes of St. 
Andrew-the-Less and All Saints, both in the town of Cambridge, for the 
purpose of laying down pipes, or other mains or apparatus to be used for 
the purpose of the supply of gas; and from breaking, digging up, altering, 
disturbing, or interfering with any of the main-pipes, service-pipes, ease- 
ments, columns, posts, lamps, brackets, wall-irons, stay-bars, burners, or 
other apparatus, erections, buildings, or works belonging to the plaintiff , 
company, and) situate or being in the university and town of Cambridge; 
its precincts and neighbourhood.” That was the first paragraph of the 
prayer, and the information was directed to some supposed injury that 
would accrue to the plaintiffs land and premises. Upon this point the 
Vice-Chancellor came to the conclusion that no such case was made out, 
and he decided against the plaintiffs, refusing the injunction. Upon the 
next point his honour was more favourable to the plaintiffs. It was that 
the defendants might be “in like manner restrained from breaking, digging 
up, or disturbing for any like purposes any of the public streets or high- 
ways, lanes, pavements, passages, footpaths, places, or strips of land adjoin- 
ing thereto, within the limits prescribed by the Cambridge University and 
Town Gas Act, 1867, in, through, or over which the public are of right 
entitled, and are accustomed, to pass and go, either on foot, or with horses, 
carriages, cattle, or otherwise.” This was the relief sought for in the in- 
terests of the public. “And from continuing in, upon, or under any such 
ublic streets or highways, lanes, pavements, passages, places, or strips of 
and, any pipes, apparatus, or other works already constructed or laid down 
therein by the said limited company for the supply of gas, or that may be 
so constructed or laid down therein by the said limited company at the date 
of the said interlocutory injunction or decree.’ This latter portion of the 
prayer his honour refused, saying if the pipes had to be removed the streets 
must be disturbed again. The third paragraph of the prayer was this: The 
Improvement Commissioners of Cambridge were the other defendants on 
the record, and the prayer was—“ That the said commissioners may also 
be in like manner restrained from assuming to have or exercise the right 
or power of authorizing, empowering, or allowing, and from, in fact, authoriz- 
ing, empowering, or allowing the said limited company to break, or pull up, 
|or disturb the public street or highway, pavement, or footpath adjoining 
| to or abutting on lands and messuages belonging to the plaintiff company 
| as aforesaid ; or to remove, disturb, or interfere ia any way with any of the 
| main-pipes, service-pipes, its, , posts, lamps, brackets, wall- 
| irons, stay-bars, burners, or other apparatus, erections, buildings, or works 
| belonging to the plaintiff company; or to break, or pull up, or disturb any 
lof the streets, lanes, pavements, passages, or other public places which are 
under the control and management of the said commissioners, or any of the 
strips of land adjoining thereto.” His honour, the Vice-Chancellor, was of 
| Opinion, when the case came before him on the motion for decree, that in 
| = of fact the defendant company, who were under a contract with the 
| Improvement Commissioners, which contract was subsisting at the time the 
| original information and bill were filed, were perfectly authorized in what 
| they had done. Under the first Act of the Improvement Commissioners, 
| passed in 1788, power was given to them to light, pave, and construct 
| sewers in the town of Cambridge, and to open the streets for these pur- 
| poses. The plaintiffs alleged that although the Act gave the commissioners 
| power to break and open the streets for certain purposes, it could not be 
| assumed to be for the purpose of lighting the town with gas, seeing that at 
| the time of the passing of the Act gas lighting was unknown. His honour, 
| the Vice-Chancellor, decided that as the Act did not prescribe any particular 
| mode of lighting, they were entitled to adopt the best mode of lighting in 
| their power from time to time, and that under their power to break up the 
| Streets they were entitled to break them up for the purpose of lighting the 
| town with gas. His honour was also of opinion that the defendants, under 
the contract which they had with the Improvement Commissioners at the 
time when the original information and bill were filed, were perfectly autho- 
| rized in the acts they had committed, and of which the plaintiffs com- 
| plained. The information was filed on the 5th of March, and in conse- 
| quence of an act done, or attempted to be done, by the commissioners on 
the 2nd of June, his honour came to the conclusion that the contract was 
then at an end, and that from and after that date all the proceedings of the 
| defendant company were unauthorized and illegal; therefore, although his 
| honour dismissed the information against the Improvement Commissioners, 
who, he said, had done nothing more than they were entitled to do under 
their Act of Parliament, he did not, as the defendants conceived he 
;should have done, dismiss the bill as against them also, leaving 
| the plaintiffs at liberty to file a new information and bill upon the altered 
|state of circumstances. His honour gave the plaintiffs liberty to 
amend the information and bill, for the purpose of raising a new case 
}—a case which arose for the first time on the 2nd of June. This he 
'(Mr. Cole) submitted was a course totally at variance with the established 
principles of the court, and one which overruled the decision of the appel- 
|Jate court, that where there was an original infirmity in a bill, that in- 
| firmity could not, under liberty to amend, be cured by introducing a 
state of facts which had arisen since the institution of the suit. He (Mr. 
Cole) submitted that the liberty to amend was quite wrong, and that the in- 
formation ought to have been dismissed. But even if it were not so, and 
the bill as amended had been before the court, he submitted that the deci- 
sion in the case of the Attorney General v. Sheffield Gas Consumers Company, 
not having been overruled, his honour should have dismissed the information, 
and not have granted the injunction. The learned counsel having read the 
principal clauses of the information, proceeded to argue that if the matter 
had been dealt with when it came before the Vice-Chancellor on motion for 
decree on the Ist of July, according to the well established rule and prac- 
tice of the court, the bill would have been dismissed altogether. At the 
time when the suit was instituted it appeared that the defendants were in 
the right, and the plaintiffs were not entitled to the relief sought; and 
although when the matter came before the court there had been a rescission, 
on the part of the commissioners, of the contract under which the defen- 
dants had been acting, it was clear that when the information was filed the 
plaintiffs had no title to the relief they asked. He (Mr. Cole) believed it to 
be a well established principle that no subsequent circumstances could be 
taken advantage of, either by amendment of the bill or the filing of a sup- 
plemental bill, to make a title originally imperfect one upon which the 
court could give relief. The learned counsel cited several cases for the 








purpose of showing that liberty to amend was only given where it was 
sought to put in evidence something which existed before the bill and in- 
formation were filed. In the present case the plaintiffs, by their bill, alleged 
that the commissioners had no power to break up the streets of Cambridge, 
and that defendants, acting in pursuance of their contract with the commis- 


was against them, and he decided that up to June 2, when the contract was 
said to be rescinded, defendants were right, but afterwards they were wrong. 
How could an information be sustained which sought relief in March for 
acts done in June? When the cause was before the Vice-Chancellor on 
the Ist of July, his honour decided that the defendants were acting legally, |. 
under the powers of the commissioners, up to the 2nd of June, and he ordered 
their costs to that date to be paid by the plaintiff company; and he then 
gave liberty to amend the information, by putting in issue that the limited 
company had no longer authority to break up the streets. The order of the 
court proceeded on the basis that the defendants had authority when the 
information was filed, and it gave leave to raise an entirely new issue, which 
he (Mr. Cole) submitted was wholly contrary to the practice of the court. 
The next point he wished to make before their lordships was with reference 
to the arguments used in the court below—why, independently of this 
uestion of form, the information should have been dismissed on the 1st of 
uly. The information sought equitable relief in a state of circumstances 
which the Court of Chancery, in the Sheffield case, by the solemn decision 
of the court of appeal, declared was not such as justified the interference 
of the court. He submitted that it was not open to the court helow to over- 
rule the decision of the appellate court in a case which had been solemnly 
adjudicated upon, and that it would be attended with the greatest incon- 
venience to the public, and the greatest injustice to individuals if such a 
course were permitted. It might be that a certain act or series of acts 
constituted a public nuisance; but he would venture to ask, with great 
respect, whether a more serious nuisance could possibly exist than for the 
Court of Chancery, by a decision of its appellate court, to hold out encon- 
ragement to companies and persons to spend large sums of money, and 
associate themselves together in partnerships, and enter into contracts with 
engineers and others to carry out public works, and then, when the matter 
was brought before one of the Vice-Chancellors, for his honour to say, 
“T disapprove of that decision, and I shall not act upon it.” For many 
years companies had proceeded upon the faith of that decision, and 
it would be an act of manifest injustice in the present instance to 
grant the injunction asked for, and must be attended with most disastrous 
effects to individuals and the public at large. It would be to overturn 
what for the last 15 years had been considered the established law of this 
court, and the inconvenience and annoyance of such a course would far 
exceed the trumpery and imaginary amount of inconvenience which it was 
said the public would sustain by the acts of the defendants in laying down 
their pipes. In fact, as to this matter, their lordships would find from the 








evidence there was not a particle of proof that any single individual in| | 
Cambridge had sustained any personal inconvenience from the operations 
of the defendants, although he admitted that some of the affidavits on the 
other side spoke of anticipated injury to the works of the plaintiffs. With 
the greatest respect, therefore, he would say that if this case were open to 
the criticism which, in his judgment, Vice-Chancellor Malins passed on the 
Sheffield case, the circumstances here were not such as would make it|! 
necessary, or would justify the court in overruling that decision, and con- | | 
tinuing the injunction which his honour granted. The Sheffield case was || 
one that was frequently cited, and he was not aware that in any instance 
had the decision therein arrived at been disapproved of. Indeed, it was 
very lately referred to by one of their lordships, when Vice-Chancellor, in 
the case of Cook v. Forbes, almost immediately before the defendant com- 
pany in the present suit commenced their operations, and was then treated | | 
as an authority, without a single hint being given that it had ever been 
overruled. He was aware that, in a case which came before the Queen's 
Bench, the court had held that works of this nature, unauthorized by Act 
of Parliament, amounted in law to a nuisance. 
and knew that the Court of Chancery, in coming to its decision in the 
Sheffield case, recognized the view that technically it was a nuisance; and 
in a subsequent case Lord Cranworth, referring to the decision of the court, 


to constitute a nuisance justifying the interference of this court. ‘The 
referred also to the subsequent references made to it by the court in 
Broadbent v. 
Impr t Com "8, Cook v. Forbes, &c. 
gas case in the Queen’s Bench, in which he said that, although .the court 
decided that the defeudants were indictable for nuisance, not one ex- 





learned judges the Court of Chancery had erred in the Sheffield case in the 
exercise of its peculiar jurisdiction. The principle which was enunciated 
in this court was clearly this—that unless it could be shown that there 
was something in the facts of the case which took it out of the rule laid 
down in the Attorney-General v. Sheffield Consumers Gas Company, the 
court would not interfere by way of injunction. He then referred at length 
to the affidavits filed in support of the information, and contended that in 
every respect the evidence was far weaker than in the case last cited, and 
that it nowhere proved that the operations of the defendants had been the 
cause of any injury to the plaintiffs property. 


Tuespay, Noy. 24. 

Mr. Coxe continued his address this morning. He read and commented 
on the evidence relied upon by the plaintiffs, which he submitted disclosed 
no case of real injury to their property. He contrasted the present state of 
circumstances at Cambridge with those which existed at Sheffield at the 
time the Court of Chancery refused to restrain the Consumers Company 
there by injunction, and he argued that a much stronger case was then 
made out for interference than was now set up. On all the grounds men- 
tioned, it seemed to him impossible that the order of the Vice-Chancellor 
could be maintained. It was against the practice of the court and the 
rules which governed its procedure, and was an unsettlement of that which 
had been regarded as the law of the country for many years. He therefore 
asked that his clients, who had invested a considerable sum of money on 
the faith of the decision of the court, might not run the risk of losing the 
whole of it. There was a second appeal, and that was upon the amended 
record. By an order of the same date the Vice-Chancellor gave liberty to 
the plaintiffs to amend their bill, but that liberty was restricted, and was 
in express terms. The defendants now applied to expunge many of the 
amendments, on the ground that they were not within the limits of the 
amendment order. The liberty to amend was a liberty to put in issue that 
the defendants had no longer authority to break up the streets of Cam- 
bridge, and any matters connected therewith. The plaintiffs had not con- 
fined themselves to this, but had introduced other amendments, to which 
he (Mr. Cole) objected on four grounds:—First, the Vice-Chancellor, at the 
hearing, thought that the plaintiffs had failed in that part of their case in 
which they alleged that the operations of the defendants had injured their 





sioners, had committed au illegal act. Upon that point the Vice-Chancellor 








property. He (Mr. Cole) therefore objected to the intrcdcction of amend- 


He fully admitted the fact. |, 


stated in distinct terms that it was come to on the footing that in law the}; 
acts complained of were illegal, but that they were not of such ‘a nature as 


learned counsel read and commented upon the judgment in that case, and | | 
he Imperial Gas Company, Goldsmid v. The Tunbridge Wells | | 
‘ommissi He also cited the Longton | | 


pression was employed in their judgment to show that in the opinion of the || 
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ments into the bill for the purpose of bolstering up those allegations. In 
the second place, by their amendments they had withdrawn from the face 
of the information all allegations which admitted the execution of a contract 
between the commissioners and the defendant company; and he objected 
that by these amendments they not only alleged that there was no longer a 
contract, but that no contract had ever existed. In the third place, by 
their amendments they had made out a new case of nuisance during the 
contract, by alleging that the defendants had executed works for the supply 
of gas to private consumers. This was not the case made by the informa- 
tion originally, and therefore he objected to these amendments. In the 
fourth place, the plaintiffs had inserted two paragraphs to raise this new 
issue—that the defendant company, for want of sufficient capital, were un- 
able to complete the works which they had commenced. He submitted that 
all these amendments were beyond the liberty given to the plaintiffs, and 
ought not to be allowed. 

Mr. Butter Riesy followed on the same side, and contended that the 
liberty to amend a bill was not a matter of strict right, and that the pro- 
priety of its being allowed by the court would always depend upon circum- 
stances. The present was not a case which called for any indulgence. In their 
original bill the plaintiffs alleged that the defendants were acting in collusion 
with the local authorities. They took their stand upon the legal point, but 
not one word of evidence did they give upon it. Whether the commissioners 
had the power to authorize the defendant company was a very fair ground 
of argument, and for filing a bill; but as the commissioners were dismissed 
from the suit at the hearing of the cause, it must be taken that the case on 
that point failed. It was conceded that the commissioners had the authority, 
as there was no appeal from the decision. In all the cases of amendment 
cited, there was a good cause of suit which had appeared upon the record, 
and there was no instance in which a perfectly new case had been set up 
by amendments. No doubt collateral issues might be raised, but they must 
all have a bearing upon the original issue. If the defendants had had a 
decision on the 28th of May, when the motion came on, as they were 
entitled to have, it was reasonable to suggest that the action of the com- 
missioners with reference to the rescinding of the contract would have been 
different. The question of the validity of the rescission of the contract had 
never yet been argued, and in the absence of the commissioners it could 
not be argued for want of parties. The result of the decision of the Vice- 
Chancellor was not only that new points had been let in, but that old ones 
had been left open. With reference to a remark by one of their lordships 
during Mr. Cole's speech, to the effect that there might be some inchoate 
right of the Attorney-General in the matter, he (Mr. Rigby) asked what 
was the right of the Attorney-General. It was not a right to protect the 
streets of every town; that was a legal right which must be sustained by 
indictment; but he had a right, no doubt, in the interest of the public, to 
restrain a serious nuisance. He had no right of suit against any defendant 
until that defendant had committed a serious nuisance or threatened to do 
so. That right of the Attorney-General could not be any greater or 
stronger than the right of a patentee to protect himself from the infringe- 
ment of his patent, or of the owner of any work of art to protect himself 
from the piracy of his copyright. But any infringement committed after 
the commencement of the suit could not be brought forward in evidence of 
his general right. A mortgagee could not file a bill for foreclosure, nor a 
mortgagor for redemption, on a day prior to the time specified in the mort- 
gage for the one or the other. Such a bill might be demurred to on the 
ground that the facts had accrued after the commencement of the suit; and 
unless it could be shown in the present instance that the Attorney-General 
as @ public officer had a general right of this kind, and was not subject to 
the ordinary rales, there was no escape from the cases which had been cited. 
Assuming the rescission of the contract between the commissioners and 
the defendant company to be legal, all the acts done by the latter were 
legal down to the 28th of May, when, as he submitted, they were entitled 
| to the decision of the Vice-Chancellor. 

Sir RounDELL PALMER, for the relator and plaintiffs, said the points in 
this case which he had to meet were the following:—First, that it was 
wrong on the part of the Vice-Chancellor to give leave to amend upon the 
hearing of the cause; second, that the decision in substance was at variance 
with the decision in the Sheffield case; and, third, that upon the merits the 
decision should have been in favour of the defendants. With reference 
to the first he would inquire what were the points which were open as 
things stood at the time when the bill was filed, and then what were the 
circumstances under which the case came on to be heard when the leave to 
amend was given. Having stated these, it would not be difficult to see 
that the order of the Vice-Chancellor was right in every respect. 

Lord Justice Woop said the court would not trouble the learned counsel 
on the question of the amendments, although, perhaps, the form of them 
was hardly correct. The other was the main point of the case. 


Sir RounvDEtt PALMER said, with respect to the main point, he demurred 
entirely to the bm par that the Sheffield case was decisive in the 
matter. It would be certainly a most extraordinary thing if it should be held 
to be so; and if their lordships should rule that one particular description of 
public nuisance would not be restrained by the court at the suit of the 
Attorney-General, but that the parties offending should be left to be dealt 
with by way of indictment at law, he ventured to think it was an impos- 
sible proposition, and made more so when they came to consider the kind 
of nuisance complained of. It was a principle of the court that prevention 
was better than punishment and cure, and that the continuance and repe- 
tition of a thing which, in the first instance, might not have been so 
important as to deserve what was technically called the extraordinary 
interposition of the court, would be restrained because, by its liability to 
repetition, continuance, and oa ge it might become so. Referring 
to the Sheffield case, he called their lordships attention to the fact that 
there were peculiar circumstances connected with it. In the first place, 
there had been delay in instituting proceedings, which operated to prevent 
interference by the court, even at the instance of the Attorney-General. 
In the second place, there was evidence that, at the time when the court 
disposed of the case at the hearing, the mischief done or apprehended was, 
in the words of Lord Cranworth, so infinitesimally small as to make the 
interference of the court unnecessary. In the third place, the court con- 
sidered the legal question was one of doubt, although he admitted that in 
the subsequent case of Broadbent v. The Imperial Gas Company, Lord 
Cranworth said the decision did not proceed upon that ground, If he (Sir 
Roundell Palmer) was right in reference to these points, he would pause 
for an instant to ask whether it was possible to understand that case as 
having laid down this propesition—teet everybody in the country might 
without leave break up all the streets of all the towns; that one or 
any number of limited companies might do it; and that, as a matter 
of law, this court had determined that such proceedings involved 
such an infinitesimal grievance as not to call for its interference. 
Certainly their lordships would never put so extravagant and pre- 
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posterous an interpretation upon the decision in the Sheffield case 
unless they saw no way of escape from it. He ventured to say that no per- 
son applying his common sense to the matter would deny that the assump- 
tion of power to pull up 20 miles of the streets of a town like Cambridge 
for the Mer of laying down a system of pipes was as serious a nuisance 
as could possibly be conceived. Remembering the safeguards and precau- 
tions which the Legislature had laid down for regulating such operations on 
the part of duly authorized companies, it could hardly be conceived that 
this court would regard it as so trifling a matter—that it would refuse to re- 
strain the proceedings of an unincorporated company, and leave the com- 
plainants to proceed_against them by indictment. The learned counsel 
read and commented upon the provisions of the Gas- Works Clauses Act, and 
said that to suppose the Court of Chancery would, six years after the passing 
of that Act,say that the execution of such works by a company without 
parliamentary powers, and under no parliamentary restrictions, was 
so insignificant a matter as to call for no interference, was a pro- 
position, to his mind, utterly impossible, or one which, if it could 
be sustained, would tax to the utmost the respect one would feel 
for its jurisdiction. What was the judgment of the Court of Queen’s Bench 
in the Longton case—a case which came before the judges under circum- 
stances probably as favourable as possible to the conclusion that such break- 
ing up of the streets was not an important matter, because there was in 
that town a public authority which gave its sanction to all that had been 
done, so far as the public lighting was concerned? “It was conceded, on 
the part of the defendants, that they had no parliamentary powers which 
gave them authority to create obstructions, or lay down pipes for private 
supply. The question, therefore, was confined to the acts done by the 
defendants in laying down bricks and earth, and digging trenches—in one 
instance across the street, but in the other instances across the footway of 
the street—for the purpose of laying down supply or service pipes to private 
houses, from the mains laid down under the powers of the Commissioners 
for Public Lighting. It appeared that these service-pipes had been laid 
down by the joint-stock company, at the request and by the direction of 
the owners of the houses, and that they had been so laid down carefully, 
without creating any unnecessary nuisance. It was not disputed, however, 
that the highway was obstructed, so as to amount to an indictable nuisance, 
unless the defendants were justified in committing the acts complained of 
in the exercise of the right of each householder to make such slight tem- 
porary obstruction on a highway or a footway as is necessarily incidental 
to the enjoyment of his property, such, for example, as the obstruction 
caused in using the common coal-holes in the pavements, the unloading of 
carts, the putting up hoards for repairing, and other similar temporary obstruc- 
tions.” The court would see that in the Longton case the line of argument 
employed was that the laying down of the pipes by the limited company 
was an interference with the highway, analogous to those which for the 
common convenience of mankind took certain acts out of the category of 
indictable nuisances. But the Queen’s Bench said, “‘ We are of opinion that 
the present case does not fall within any of the exceptions to the general 
law as to the obstruction of highways.” Certainly there would be few pro- 
positions more astounding than that this court would turn the Attorney- 
General out when he came forward to prevent that being done which, if 
done, would place the highways in such a state of obstruction as the Queen’s 
Bench declared was a serious inconvenience, even when carried out under 
the authority and with the safeguards prescribed by an Act of Par- 
liament. The learned counsel having referred to the cases Regina v. 
Train and Regina v. United Kingdom Telegraph Company, proceeded 
to show from the affidavits the nature and extent of the nuisance com- 

mitted by the defendants in the present case. He submitted that the 

judgment of the court in the Sheffield case was determined by the evidence 
as to the degree of obstruction created, and that it neither did nor could 

be taken to lay down any general rule; but that their lordships were bound 

to look at every case in the light of its own facts, and the circumstances 
affecting it. With regard to what had taken place between the defendants 

and the Improvement Commissioners of Cambridge, he did not know that 
that ought to have any effect. The construction which the Vice-Chancellor 
put upon the old Act of Parliament was that the commissioners had power 
to break up the streets for the purposes of the public lighting; and, though 

he (Sir R. Palmer) doubted whether this court would accept that interpre- 

tation, it was clear that, if such authority existed, it could not, after the) 
decision in the Longton case, be held to extend to the private lighting. 

Their lordships would not fail to observe that the affidavits of the de- 

fendants all referred to the private lighting as part of their intended opera- 

tions. They said, “Scarcely any of the smaller houses in the borough 

enjoy the use of gaslight;” and in the prospectus of the company it was 

expressly announced that “the object for which the company was esta- | 
blished was the supply of Cambridge and its vicinity with gas.” He (Sir | 
R. Palmer) argued that the language of the Act of 1787, giving the power | 
to the commissioners to light the town, could not by implication be ex- 
tended to the right of breaking up the streets for the purpose of laying gas- 
mains, inasmuch as it could not then have been in the contemplation of the | 
Legislature that such a mode of lighting would be adopted, and that it} 
must be restricted to such operations as were necessary for the mode of | 
lighting then understood. But whether that argument was right or wrong 

was not essential, because the case in its present stage did not depend upon 

that. In addition to what he had stated there was the fact that the defendant | 
company had actually no means of carrying into effect their contract with | 
the commissioners; and that in the month of May, when the motion came | 
before the Vice-Chancellor, they had sent a notice to the commissioners 

that they could not possibly commence the lighting at the time prescribed, | 
so that, if the plaintiffs had not been at hand, the town of Cambridge must | 
have been left in darkness. Under all the circumstances, he submitted that | 
the Vice-Chancellor was right in his decision that this was a case which | 
came within the general principle of law laid down in the Longton case, | 
and that the court ought to interfere by way of injunction. 


Mr. Ossorne followed on the same side, and pointed out that the nui- | 
sance here was a continuous one, inasmuch as the taking up of the pipes 
for the purpose of repair would be a matter of constant occurrence. In the | 
Sheffield case, relied upon on the other side, the amount of nuisance was 
said to be infinitesimal and temporary, and the delay which took place in 
instituting proceedings was held to be a reason for the non-interference of 
of the court. 

Mr. Locock Wess followed. 

On Mr. Cote rising to reply, 

Lord Justice Woop said: We do not think we need call upon you, Mr. 
Cole, in this case. We are called upon, in fact, to overrule the case of the 
Attorney-General v. The Sheffield Gas Consumers Company, and we do not 
think that the Vice-Chancellor attempted in any way very seriously to dis- 
tinguish the one case from the other. If there is any distinction, all that 
can be said is that that certainly was a case in which the grounds for in- 
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terference by way of injunction were much stronger than in the case which 
has been presented to us here. In that case, as here, the plaintiff and the 
relator were a rival gas company. Thus the circumstances in the two cases 
coincide, In that case the town in question was Sheffield, a town of vast 
traffic and great manufacture, and it must be a town of far greater traffic 
than we can assume to be the case at Cambridge. In that case, even upon 
the most favourable statement of the defendants themselves, they were 
contemplating executing their works through 70 miles of streets, whereas 
the plaintiffs said it would be 100 miles. In that case only six miles had 
been laid—a fact which Lord Justice Turner notices where he states it is in 
evidence that six miles of pipes have already been laid down in the streets 
of Sheffield, and no more. That, therefore, explains the view he took when 
he talks of its being only an interference of two days with reference to lay- 
ing down the pipes. He assumes, of course, that the interference of two 
days will be at given spots or places. In that case, also, the amount of 
distance which had been achieved was scarcely more than one-twelfth part 
of what was contemplated to be done. In this case it is about one-fourth 
of that which is contemplated to be done. Now, what are the points which 
distinguish that case from the present? ‘They are certainly very few, and 
I confess I see none in substance to distinguish that case from the one now 
before the court. One point that has been strongly relied upon was this— 
that the law was then uncertain; that it was not clear whether such a 
proceeding as the defendants were then about to take would be held at law 
to bea nuisance, regard being had to all the circumstances of the case. At 
the same time, os Fg for saying that this can scarcely be taken to be 
|& point distinguishing this case from the Attorney-General v. The Sheffield 
Gas C 's Company is that it was assumed that the proceeding itself 
must be unlawful, there being no warrant for taking up the streets, and 
nothing, therefore, to justify that which must for a certain period interfere 
with the traffic, as well as interfere with the convenience of those who 
had shops, and so on, in the streets. That was with reference to the inter- 
locutory injunction. On the further hearing it is undoubtedly true, as 
Lord Cranworth himself said, with his usual extreme candour, in Broad- 
bent’s case, doubts were thrown out by himself and by Lord Justice Turner 
as to whether, under all the circumstances of that case, it might be held to 
be a nuisance at law. But the course taken, as he himself also said, 
either in Broadbent’s case, or in one which had been mentioned, did 
not turn upon that, and in his judgment he has not expressed any 
doubt, or hesitation, or dissatisfaction with the judgment on the ground 
of its having proceeded on any mistaken notion as to whether or 
not the act complained of could be considered a nuisance at law. He 
merely incidentally mentions it in Broadbent's case as affirmative of the 
view he was then taking. If the case had rested upon that, the course 
which was taken would certainly not have been taken of dismissing the 
1] bill, but the bill would have been retained, as was done by the Master of the 
|| Rolls in the Electric Telegraph Company’s case, in order to ascertain 
whether or not at law it would be held to bea nuisance. The court thought 
no such step necessary, and therefore it is impossible to say that they rested 
their decision upon any such doubt as might have occurred to their mind 
as to whether the act in itself was a nuisance or not. Then, if that be so, 
|| there really appears to be nothing that one can consider to be a point which 
distinguishes that case from the present, because every other fact in the 
case was very much stronger than anything we find here. At that time 
the extent and aggravation of the nuisance was not so strongly commented 
upon as it has been in some of the subsequent cases at law; but even then 
the question remains as to whether or not the case is one in which this 
court, according to its ordinary rules, will interfere by way of injunction, 
regard being had to the extent of the injury under all the circumstances 
|| of the case. If we had more doubt upon the propriety of that decision, 
|| under all the circumstances, than I confess myself to entertain, I should not 
|| have felt it right after a decision had been come to by the full court— 
‘although one eminent member of that court differed in opinion—after that 
case had been decided by the full court fifteen years ago, and has remained 

| wholly unquestioned, it cannot be treated as a case which we ought to over- 
|rule without having the case considered by a higher tribunal than by this 

| tribunal over which we are now presiding. It has been decided for so long 

| a period, as I have stated, without an intimation, on the part of any one 

| who has since had to consider it, as being doubtful in point of law, and 
| without any one case having been decided in opposition to the views of law 
which are there contained. The reason why I say I do not entertain so 
great doubt as has been expressed by the Vice-Chancellor, and why I do not 
concur in the views entertained by the learned Lord Justice who differed 
from the other two judges, is not that the case may be taken as having esta- 

|, blished any such point as Mr. Cole contended for (who I think put it a great 
‘deal too high), that a company of this description, unfurnished with any of 

| | those powers and authorities which an Act of Parliament might givethem, hasa 
right of its mere motion to erect works, and to incur expenditure upon the 
faith of that case (as Mr. Cole put it), and then to say thereupon: “ We 

|| Will tell the court we have laid out our money; we have commenced our 
works; we have been misled by the authority of the court itself, believing 

| ourselves, under the authority of that decision, to be justified in breaking 
| up the pavements; we will execute our works as we can—no doubt in the 
| ordinary way of business; and although the law has decided that the acts 
| Which are now in dispute are acts which distinctly constitute a nuisance, 
and subject us to an indictment, nevertheless we shall say we may dare and 
‘| defy all the proceedings of a court of law, because a court of equity will 
‘| not interfere by injunction.” No such law has been laid down as that. 
, Neither by anything we are now doing, nor any sanction we are now giving 

| to the authority of this case, are we holding anything the least contrary to 
that which was decided by the Court of Queen’s Bench in the case referred 
'to, which held, upon grounds in which I most entirely acquiesce, that to 

, Sanction any private individuals taking up the pavements for the purpose 
of laying down, either on their own behalf as a company, or on behalf of 
themselves as individuals, communications with the main gas-pipes of 
|; another company, or the water-pipes of another company—to say that any 
‘| such atep as that would not subject a person to indictment, would be to 
create entire confusion and discomfort to the inhabitants of a town. I 
agree with Sir Roundell Palmer that the Attorney-General v. The Sheffield 
|| Gas Consumers Company’s case must be taken upon its own circumstances, 
|| as must almost every other case. But there are principles well established, 
|| Which I think the facts bear out; and one principle is this—that whereas 
|| this court interferes by way of injunction, in the shape of prevention, as Sir 
|| Roundell Palmer said, rather than allow an injury to be inflicted, it does 
hold, in cases where the act is also one in respect of which there is a legal 

|| remedy upon two grounds, they being of a totally different character—one 
| Where the injury is irreparable in the eye of this court, such as cutting 
down a tree, though it may be paid for; and the other, where it is con- 
tinuous, and so continuous that the court, acting upon the same principle 
ag it acted in older times with reference to bills of peace, by restraining 
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actions after repeated trials, so now it will restrain repeated acts which 


can only end in incessant actions being brought at once on account of the 
continuous character of the wrong, which continuous character in itself 
makes the injury to be grievous, and so far, in the eye of this court, irre- 
—- As an illustration of that, I may refer to the bell case before 

ice-Chancellor Kindersley. No one would dream of coming to this court 
to restrain his neighbour from tolling a bell once or twice, or eight or ten 
times; but when his neighbour told him that he meant to toll it regularly 
for all time, the court thought it was a case in which to justify interference. 
The injury was in itself slight, but it was continuous, and so continuous 
that it would at once, brevi manu, arrest the nuisance, and save the party 
complaining from all future annoyance. In this case, if it had been made 
out to the court—which it has not been any more than in the Sheffield 
case—that there was, either on the part of the public traversing the high- 
ways, as distinguished from the owners of property adjoining the streets, 
a continuous injury, for which the only redress was by means of an in- 
junction in this court, an injunction would be granted. Therefore, we 
must look anxiously, as the judges seem to have done in the Sheffield case, 
at the amount of evidence which is brought before us of the continuous 
injury which is likely to be inflicted by the alleged wrong. The judges in 
the Sheftield Gas Company’s case came to their conclusion, as I stated 
before, in a much stronger case for injunction than we have here, They 
said, although it is very true you are about to take up no less than 70 
miles of streets, you are about to doit at different times; at no one time 
will it ever be more than an operation of a couple of days; that may be an 
indictable offence, but we do not think it an injury of that description, 
per se, a8 to justify the interference of this court. No doubt you might have 
cases in which this court would interfere if a thing were only going to be 
done for one day—as, for instance, if there was a shop in a street of im- 
mense traffic, as Regent Street, and it was proposed to interfere with that 
traffic, and the complainant came to the court, and said that, by pa 
ing his customers out of his shop for one day, his custom might be 
diverted elsewhere, and so that custom be lost. That might be a ground 
for the interference of the court, although he might say that he could 
not inform the court of the extent of his damage because it was 
not calculable. But you see here exactly the circumstances which 
occurred in the Attorney-General v. The Sheffield Gas Consumers Com- 
pany’s case, which, I think, influenced the judgment—that it is not an 
ex officio information in which the Attorney-General gathers up the com- 
plaints, wrongs, and injuries of a whole distriet, and lays them before the 
court. Neither is it an information at the relation of any other person than 
a rival gas company, which, of course, has reasons of its own for being de- 
sirous of putting an end to the operations of the company in question. 
When we look to the evidence, we find the rival gas company are also plain- 
tiffs. It has a perfect right to bring itself forward as plaintiff if any damage 
is inflicted; but the Vice-Chancellor has decided that point, and we agree 
with him, upon the evidence before us, that they have proved no injury 
whatever, as far as they are concerned. On the case which is brought for- 
ward they prove no injury to their property. They speak very much of 
contemplated injury, and they have brought several witnesses to speak to 
the possibility of injury to their pipes. One witness comes forward and 
says he has seen the pipes, and watched them as they have been laid side 
by side with the plaintiffs, and the only injury he has told us of is that they 
have uncovered the plaintiffs pipes. There is no single witness who comes 
forward to prove any specific injury done to them. Upon that we are 
agreed with the Vice-Chancellor, and we can give them no special remedy. 
Then the question is about the inhabitants. Not a single inhabitant comes 
forward to say, though five miles of work have been done, that he has suf- 
fered any injury whatever. There are a number of learned heads of col- 
leges, and others, who say they contemplate greatinconvenience. That was 
the case in the Sheffield case; and, of course, as I have stated, with 70 miles 
it is a much stronger case than where you have only 20 miles, Witnesses 
came forward in that case to speak of contemplated injury, but, said Lord 
Justice Turner, six miles have been opened, and nobody says that injury 
has been done. You have had every opportunity of bringing that case for- 
ward, So here there was every opportunity of doing so, if anybody had 
sustained any injury whatever. No one comes to tell us of any injury that 
has occurred, though they say when you get into narrow parts there will 
be great inconvenience. We have it, however, upon the evidence, that these 
five miles are to a great extent, no doubt, in the wide streets, but a portion 
of those five miles comprise the narrower streets, though I do not know that 
it is said that anything has been done in the narrowest lanes. There is 
nothing brought before us at all to satisfy us that the injury is such that 
this court would regard as an injury which it ought to interfere to prevent 
by injunction. However, we were very hardly pressed with this. Sir 
Roundell Palmer put it with great power and vigour, as he conducts all his 
arguments. He said you have the Gas Clauses Act of 1847, and that 
Gas Clauses Act says, on the part of the Legislature, that no com- 
pany incorporated by Act of Parliament shall attempt to take up 
the pavements of any place or town, and so on, for the purpose 
of laying down its pipes, without being under a vast amount of re- 
strictions. That argument did not escape the attention of the court in 
the Sheffield case. It was an argument pressed by Mr. Rolt. He said, in 
general terms, “ We are under restrictions by Act of Parliament, which 
compel us to perform our work in a certain manner. He asked: “ Can it 
be said that the Legislature, thinking this essential for the protection of 
the inhabitants of a town when a company is entrusted with large corporate 
powers, would think it not necessary, when persons of their own free will 
set to work to do these very acts which we are restricted from doing, 
except under the sanction of a certain authority?” I think there is an 
answer to be given to that in this respect. The Legislature has entrusted 
to one set of people large powers. It says those powers you shall not exer- 
cise except under immediate control; and, having given you powers beyond 
the ordinary power that any one has as an individual, or as a company at 
law not incorporated by Act of Parliament, we will take care to secure those 
larger powers by giving larger and more immediate remedies to all concerned. 
But these other companies, ea concessis, are lawful, and it has left them to the 
ordinary operations of law, and that is all that can be said inthe matter. It 
assumes that the ordinary operations of law will be sufficient with regard to 
them. But there isan observation, not unworthy of notice, made by Lord 
Cranworth on the subject, and I think Lord Justice Turner made the same 
observation. When you find an Act for the purpose of incorporating bodies 
for certain works, and certain companies are not allowed to avail them- 
themselves of that Act—railway companies being amongst the number— 
whilst gas companies and others are allowed to do so, if any inference is to 
be drawn about the intention of the Legislature, the Legislature must 
have known that a company could not proceed, ex mero motu, to dig 
up the soil of a town in which their works were to be constructed ; 
and they must be taken to know that there would be companies—as 
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happens in the particular case before us—who would find persons com- 
petent to authorize them. In other cases they might find a whole town 
willing that the works should be done. I can conceive a case where A 
being the owner of a field, might have a bill of peace and a perpetual 
injunction to restrain ple from making perpetual trespasses upon it; 
whereas B might find it convenient to sanction those trespasses if he kept 
a public- house, or anything of that kind. So, here, the whole town have 
it in their power, and every member of the town has it in his power, to 
proceed by way of indictment; and if such a case had been brought before 
us either at the instance of a large number—the Attorney-Genera! pro- 
ceeding by way of indictment—and we saw, say, that they would have to 
go on proceeding with porestont indictments, that might take the case out 
of the Sheffield case. But here is a point which exists in quite as strong a 
degree—I should say stronger—that in this town there is a body who seem 
to have been incorporated from a very early period—1788—consisting of 
the heads of all the colleges, persons who are now saying they are anti- 
cipating great mischief and evil. They are the commissioners entrusted 
with certain powers by that Act of Parliament. ‘There are, besides, the 
po hap ect of the borough in Parliament, the magistrates, and certain 
other persons incorporated as commissioners. They have power of the 
largest description, not only over the soil of the carriage-way, but the 
pathway, which is vested in them. Every stone that is dug out is a 
trespass committed by those who take it. Every foot of pavement that 
is taken up is a trespass upon their property. All those injuries are such 
that, if this body think it proper and right, as representing the whole town, 
they may take action in the matter. The case is not in that situation. 
The whole town acquiesces, and nobody takes any part, although, as I 
have said, there is a body competent to represent the town. We only find 
that the information is filed at the instigation of a rival gas company. 
That beyond all question weighed in the decision come to by the learned 
judge to whom I have referred, in the judgment in the interlocutory motion. 
Then, in the subsequent judgment, what Lord Justice Knight Bruce says 
with regard to public questions is a consideration not to be forgotten. He 
says, “I agree that motives are very often immaterial with reference to the 
manner of disposing of a suit.” It has been said by an eminent judge that, if 
you were to look into the motives of suitors, courts of justice would not sit 
above a month in the year, and would have little to do. Of course there 
are, in numerous instances, motives for litigation which, if they could be 
looked into, would prevent a court of justice from interfering; but, gene- 
rally, I agree, it is not the rule so to regard them. Where, however, the 
ublic interest purports to be asserted, it is not wholly immaterial, at 
east upon an interlocutory application to look into the motives from 
which or under which the matter is brought forward. Now, in the pre- 
sent case, though the Attorney-General’s name is used, it is imposible 
|| not to see that the suit has been instituted more from regard to private 
than public good. If the public interest clearly required the immediate 
interposition of the court, that might not be material; but we find, asa 
faet, that the majority of the Town Council is in favour of what the de- 
fendants are proposing to do, and on a question of discretion it is impossible, 
with reference to a community of this description, not to look with some 
degree of attention at what the governing body of the borough think on 
the subject. It is said that many of the members of the Town Council are 
interested in favour of the defendants undertaking. I dare say that is so; 
still they are members of the governing body, and the opinion of the ma- 
jority is as I have stated. That has much greater weight, no doubt, upon 
an interlocutory application, and the learned judge, upon the subsequent 
hearing, thought he was justified in differing from the other judges. But 
they say, “You must show us an injury of a durable and continuing cha- 
racter.” I quite agree with what the learned judges have said at law— 
namely, that having for a day, we will say, sma!l inconvenience, it does not 
involve such a case as I have before referred to—loss of custom, or 
the like. The simple fact of that, per se, is not a matter which 
impresses the minds of the court very strongly, when it finds that 
not one single inhabitant is brought forward to say, though five miles 
of work has been done, that there has been any inconvenience. No single 
passenger along the Queen’s highway says he has been impeded. There 
is existing a body who might take up all these cases on behalf of the town, 
and effectively come here, as representing the town, and insist upon stopping 
that, if it were going to be a continuous infraction of the law, and they 
might say they wished to be protected, in the nature of a bill of peace, 
against having to bring perpetual actions. But here there exist none of 
those criteria any more than they existed in the Sheffield Gas Company's 
case. Unless, therefore, we are prepared to overrule that case, which I 
should not feel myself disposed to do, regard being had to all the circum- 
stances before us, we cannot concur in the decision of the Vice-Chancellor. 
This is a very much weaker case was than the Sheffield case. Therefore we 
must hold that the defendants were right in their appeal from the first 
order, because at that time the bill ought to have been dismissed with costs, 
and the Vice-Chancellor would have dismissed it if he had not thought it 
right to give leave toamend. But the amendment has put it in no better 
condition than that case which the Vice-Chancellor has purposely dis- 
charged for the reason that he has assigned; and, thinking that the case 
ought not to be discharged, it appears to me that the bill should at the first 
hearing have been dismissed with costs. The subsequent appeal must 
follow as a consequence of that. We shall give no cost of the appeal, as we 
did not hear you on the motions; the motions will be necessarily costs in the 
cause. 

Mr. Core: They moved for an injunction, which injunction is given 
instead of being dismissed with costs. 

Lord Justice Woop: The injunction is all clear, but there are two other 
points. We dismiss the bill as to that motion for leave toamend. I think 
you had two motions. 

Mr. Cote: We had only one. As to the liberty to amend, instead of the 
bill being dismissed liberty was given to amend. 

Lord Justice Woop: That decision we think wrong. We think the bill 
ought to have been dismissed with costs. Then you gave a notice of 
motion to discharge the amendments, and we leave that standing as it is. 
Mr. Cote: That order will stand. 

Lord Justice Woop: We dismiss the appeal upon that small motion 
with costs. 

Mr. Cote: Your lordships do not give us the costs of the appeal when 
we are right. 

Lord Justice Woop: As to that motion, there never ought to have been 
an appeal. 

Lord Justice Sznwyn: With respect to that part of the decree which 
gave the plaintiff liberty to amend, it has been argued that the Vice-Chan- 








cellor proceeded in a manner inconsistent with that class of case of which 
Pilkington v. Wignall may be treated as an example. There the original 
bill was filed to redeem a mortgage at a time when the plaintiff had no title 
to redeem, and it was held that the bill could not properly be amended b 
stating the subsequent acquisition of title. In all the other cases whic 
have been cited, there was an original defect in the plaintiffs title which it 
was sought to cure by the introduction of statements of facts which occurred 
after the bill was filed. But, in any case, the title of the Attorney-General 
does not in any degree depend upon the contract between the commissioners 
and the defendants. He sues as representing the public by an original, 
independent title—namely, as protector of the right of the public against a 
nuisance to the public highway. Then it is said that the contract in ques- 
tion is alleged in the information and bill, and that the informant and 
plaintiffs title to relief depends upon acts done in pursuance of that 
contract. If the defendants case had t been that this right to interfere with 
the streets depended upon the existence of the contract, and that they had 
never done, or threatened, or intended to do anything except in pursuance of 
and under that contract, there would have been more substance in their 
contention. But it appears from the prospectus which was issued, that 
they were formed—as almost all these companies are formed—not merely 
for supplying the lamps in the public streets, but in private houses, 
and they state in their own affidavits that they desire to do this, 
and intend to supply private houses, especially the poorer houses in 
the town, with gas; and they now contend that, up to the time of 
the appeal, they were, and are, entitled to continue to their opera- 
tions for that purpose. The 42nd paragraph of the bill states that 
“the limited company allege that a large amount of their nominal 
capital of £25,090 has been subscribed upon the terms of their pape 
and that they have sufficient means and resources to construct and lay down 
all such buildings, gasometers, retorts, main and service pipes, columns, 
posts, lamps, apparatus, and other works requisite for manufacturing, 
storing, and supplying the university and town with coal gas.” In like 
manner the 5lst paragraph of the bill, before it was capented, was quite 
general in its terms, and contains no reference at all to the contract. But 
the contract may, I think, with more propriety be said to constitute a por- 
tion of the defendants case, and, although there may be some objection to 
the precise terms in which the liberty to amend is given by the decree, and 
which terms, I think, are in one sense very unfavourable to the plaintiffs, it is 
not necessary to consider the effect of those terms. But as so much argument 
was addressed to us on this part of the case, I think it right to say that, in my 
judgment, the case was one in which, according to the principles and rules 
of the court, an amendment of the bill was properly allowed at the hearing. 
With respect to that which is the substance of the case, I think we have, in 
allowing this appeal, merely acted upon the principle which has been so 
clearly established and so often recognized in former decisions—viz., that 
this court will not interfere by way of injunction when the injury is proved 
to be temporary and passing. As it was expressed by Lord Cottenham, in 
Elmshirst v. Spencer (2nd Macnaghten and Gordon, at page 50)—‘* The 
plaintiff, before he can ask for an injunction, must prove that he has sus- 
tained injury by the acts of the defendants as would entitle him to a verdict 
at law in an action for damages.”’’ Each case must, of course, depend upon 
its own circumstances. It may often be very difficult to define on which 
side of a dividing line the case falls; but when we find the particular point 
to have been already decided by the court of appeal in a case brought before 
it, and a case is brought before the same court which turns out to be, as I 
think it does, very much weaker than the case so decided, we should be 
introducing the greatest uncertainty, and consequently the greatest incon- 
venience, if we were to come to a different conclusion. That this case is very 
much weaker than the Sheffield Gas Company’s case is apparent, I think, 
from a consideration of the affidavits upon which the informants principally 
rely. Take, for instance, the affidavit of Mr. Hawksley. It will be found 
that he had the means of observing what had been done. Whether five 
miles or one mile, or less than a mile, had been done, it is the common case 
of both parties that these operations had been conducted in the town of 
Cambridge, a town of very considerable extent, and yet there is no evidence 
of any injury done to any person, nor is there any evidence of nuisance, 
except a general opinion that if the works are constructed nuisance will 
accrue. The same observation applies to the affidavit of Mr. Reed. He 
mentions what has been done, but he brings forward no single specific 
instance of any injury having been occasioned to any individual. ‘There is 
Dr. Ransom’s affidavit. He is a gentleman perfectly familiar with the town. 
He says he knows what has been done, but in like manner he fails to pro- 
duce any single instance of injury. Therefore, although, as has been justly 
said, the Attorney-General sums up in himself the rights of all these dif- 
ferent individuals who constitute the public so far as the town of Cambridge 
is concerned, having had so full opportunity of proving injury, none has 
been shown. I agree with what the Lord Justice has said as to the existing 
law and principles as laid down in the Sheffield Gas Company’s case; but 
I entirely dissent from the proposition that that case has established any 
such result as has been contended for—namely, a general right for 
every gas company without the authority of Parliament to interfere 
as they think fit with the streets and public ways of a town. 
think a gas company that undertakes so to proceed without the authority of 
Parliament is exposed to a great number of perils; andI agree there are 
many instances in which companies, having tried to proceed without such 
parliamentary authority, have afterwards found themselves compelled to 
apply for and obtain such powers. They are, of course, subject to the rights 
of the owners of the soil through which their pipes are placed; and, although 
they may obtain the authority of the persons in whom the pavement is vested, 
still they are at any time subject to the rights of the owners of the soil to in- 
terfere with their pipes unless they have obtained parliamentary sanction. 
But, although they are exposed to these dangers, they are, nevertheless, like 
all other persons, entitled toinsist upon the principle on which this court has 
always acted—viz., to say that no such serious or personal injury has been 
roved as would justify the interference of the court by way of injunction. 

hey are certainly not the less entitled to set up this case if, as in the present 
instance, the informant is set in motion, not by the inhabitants of the town, 
or by any public body representing them, but by a rival company, engaged in 
the same trade or business. In my judgment, no such case as is requisite to 
establish a ground for an injunction has been proved, and therefore I think 
the bill must be dismissed with costs. 

Mr. OsBorNE: No costs of the appeal ? 

Lord Justice Woop: No; we reverse the original decree; we dismiss the 
bill with costs, and give no costs of the appeal upon that. On the motion for 
the injunction we also discharge the order for the injunction, holding that 
that motion ought to have been refused below, with costs, but we give no 
costs of the appeal, . 
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Miscellaneous News. 


IMPERIAL CONTINENTAL GAS ASSOCIATION. 
The Half-Yearly Ordinary Meeting of the Proprietors of this Association 


| | was held at the London Tavern, on Tuesday, Nov. 24—BENJAMIN ATTWOOD, 


Esq., in the chair. 
The Secretary (Mr. Albert F, Jackson) having read the notice con- 


|| vening the meeting, the corporate seal was affixed to the register of pro- 


prietors, and the report of the president and directors laid before the mect- 
ing. It was to the following effect :— 

The present half-yearly ordinary meeting of the shareholders has been convened 
agreeably to the company’s Act of Parliament, for the purpose of receiving a report 
from the president and directors upon the affairs of the association, and for declaring 
the dividend for the half year ending the 30th of June last. 

As on the last, so on the present occasion, the president and directors have every 
reason to be satisfied both with the workings at the several stations, and the 
extent and business of the association generally, during the half year now under 
consideration, 

The total quantity of gas made in that period was in round numbers 1676 millions 
of cubic feet, being an increase of more than 674 millions, which is rather more than 
4 per cent. upon the quantity made in the corresponding half year of 1867. 

The total number of lights at all the stations, on the 30th of June last, was 
723,747. The number on the 30th of June, 1867, was 689,699, These figures show 
| an addition of 34,048, or nearly 5 per cent. 
| A large expenditure has been found necessary for works and mains, in order 
| adequately to supply the increasing demand for gas, and thus to satisfy the require- 
| ments of the various town authorities for public lights, as those also of our nume- 
| rous private consumers of gas, whose interest it has ever been, and will always con- 
| tinue to be the great aim and object of the president and directors, as far as possible, 
to satisfy and secure their entire satisfaction. 

And it is highly gratifying to the president and directors to observe that, not- 
withstanding the great depression of trade and commerce which has so long pre- 
vailed throughout Europe, and which has necessarily acted very prejudicially upon 
, the interests of this association, they have, by a strict adherence to that prudent 

line of policy they have always adopted in the duct of its affairs, been enabled to 











|| make out of the resources of the company ample and timely provision for the above- 


mentioned large expenditure, which is so essentially necessary in order to maintain 
the present advantageous condition of the association. 

_ After referring to the progress of the legal proceedings in which the asso- 
ciation are engaged with the municipal authorities at Cologne and Berlin, 





|| provements of the works, but likewise to provide for ail 


| the report proceeded :— 

At the other stations of the association nothing has occurred calling for special 
| remark ; the attention of the shareholders is therefore now invited to the statement 
of the accounts, duly and carefully audited by the auditors, and to the scheme 
which the president and di s have prepared, in strict accordance with the pro- 
visions of the Act of Parliament, for the dividend and bonus now to be divided, 
|and it is very satisfactory to the president and directors to find they can with pru- 
; dence and propriety make the same division of the profits amongst the shareholders 
| as on the previous half year—that is to say, a dividend of £2 10s. per share anda 

bonus of £1 per share, payable on and after the 15th of December next, free of 
income-tax. In making this large division of profit amongst the shareholders, the 
gee and directors have acted upon that same prudent course of policy they 
nave a hitherto adopted, in first carefully providing such an amount as they 
believe will be sufficient to make not only all i 








repairs, ext , and im- 
the various and serious con- 
tingencies to which the affairs of this association are, and ever must be, liable. 


The CuatrMan: That, gentlemen, is the report which the directors have 





\"to submit to you on the present occasion. I hope and trust it is one which 


|| be supposed that I wish to reflect in any way upon the manner in which 


| 


|| Very serious liabilities and contingencies, but 


will be perfectly satisfactory to you. As the a states, we are subject to 
believe we have made such 
\@ provision to meet them that we shall be enabled to weather the storm, I 
think I need say nothing further at present, but if any gentleman desires to 
ofler observations, I shall be happy to hear him and to give such explana- 
tions as I may be able, 
Mr. Totier: I should like, sir, to make an observation or two on the 
| present occasion. I have very frequently been present at the meetings of 
|| the association, and I trust that in any observations I now make it will not 


our affairs have been conducted by the directors for many years past. I 
|; think that we have no reason at all to complain on that score. I have 
|| listened with great attention to the observations which during the last two 
|, or three years have been made by honourable proprietors who have had 
{| opportunities of judging of the state of the association, and I think there is 
|, very considerable weight to be attached to what they have said in reference 
|| to an increase in the dividends paid tothe proprietors, On this point I would 
|| Just observe that one of three courses must be pursued by the directors. They 
|; must either continue to pursue their present policy of adding to the reserve- 
|; fund, and employing that fund—as I am sure they now do—with great care in 
|| the extensions and improvements of the works, or they must capitalize this 
(| reserve-fund, to which I think there is a very considerable objection, because 
|| in that case it would be necessary to go to Parliament for the requisite 
|| authority. Some of us have had experience in that matter, and know that 
|, it is not at all a desirable thing. But there isa third course, by adopting 
|, which the directors would give satisfaction to all, and that is by making a 
|; small addition—say, of 10s. per share each half year—either to our dividend 
‘or to our bonus. 1 believe they might very safely do that, after making 
|| full provision for all contingencies. Ido not intend to move any resolution 
|| on the present occasion, because I have full confidence in the ability and 
judgment of the chairman and directors, but I would most earnestly urge 

| upon them that they should take the matter into their consideration, and, if 
|| our affairs go on in the same satisfactory way they have done, that at the 
|| next half-yearly meeting they should give us this additional 10s. either on 
| our dividend or on our bonus. I know the association is — paying a 

, most excellent dividend—we have nothing to complain of—but I think, as 
the money is fairly earned, we are fully entitled to this little addition which 
| 1 propose. I therefore most respectfully urge the matter upon our directors, 

and 1 hope they will take it into their consideration. 

A Proprietor: I was in hope that the last speaker would have entered 
|| into the details of the earnings of the association, because, as I gathered 
|| from the figures read by the secretary, the directors could very safely pay 

us another £1 in the shape of bonus without crippling the concern in any 
| way whatever. We cannot, at these meetings, move any amendment upon 
the dividend; the Act of Parliament prevents us, and our mouths are 
closed; but we can propose an addition to the bonus, and I know there is a 
strong feeling among the proprietors in favour of it. I therefore move— 
| ‘That the bonus be made £2, instead of £1.’’ Ido not know whether any 
one will second my amendment. 
| The Cuarrman: It is of no use to ask any one to second it. I cannot 
put it from the chair. It is not a legal motion to propose to-day. 
| Mr. Totter: { would ask the chairman whether we may hope next half 
year to have another 10s. added to the dividend. I feel sure it would give 
| general satisfaction, and I venture to think we are entitled to it. 
A Proprietor : I feel bound to express my dissent from the proposition. 
The honourable proprietor (Mr, Toller) said that he had great confidence in 





the chairman and directors, and if that be so he may safely leave the matter 


in their hands. You must recollect that our directors are interested to a 
very great extent in this company, and it would be vastly to their pecuniary 
advantage if they could make such an addition to the amount of the dividend 
or bonus as has been suggested. I am quite sure that the only thing which 
prevents their doing so is a due regard on their peut to the welfare of the 
association. If the directors were men who held only a few shares in the 
undertaking, and were merely desirous of popularity among the proprietors, 
you might urge this matter upon them ; but it is quite clear they belong to 
a different class, and their social position and high standing in the com- 
mercial world offer every inducement to us to repose confidence in their 
general management of the concern, as well as in their policy in this special 
matter, And there is another thing I desire to press upon the meeting— 
every gas company is exposed to most tremendous risks. Our liabilities are 
great, and this undertaking can only be carried on with an almost unbounded! 
command of money. You must remember that we are engaged also in several 
lawsuits, which, terminate how they may, cannot fail to involve considerable 
expense upon the association. All these things have to be provided for by 
directors who look ahead. Let any man go over to Berlin, and judge for 
himself of the nature and extent of our operations there. It is almost 
incredible, and it requires almost a mine of gold to carry on the undertaking. 
If you lessen the resources of the directors by additions to the dividends or 
bonus of the proprietors, you will depreciate the value of your shares to a 
greater extent than the extra amount which your will receive. Under these 
circumstances I must again express my dissent from the proposition which 
has been made. : 
Another Proprietor : I cannot agree with the last speaker, for I think, 
considering the large reserve we have, that the suggestion made to the 
directors is a most reasonable one. This is a bone of contention every time 
we meet in this room, and as it is a very small thing we ask of the directors, 
I would urge upon them to endeavour to meet the views of the shareholders, 
which have been so strongly expressed from time to time upon the subject. 


Mr. Barner: Having frequently, at recent meetings of the association, 
troubled the shareholders with the expression of my opinion, I am very 
reluctant to intrude upon them at the present time, and I do not think I 
should be tempted to do it but for a matter which is somewhat — to 
myself. Since the last meeting I have been asked by some gentlemen with 
tg I have had the honour to co-operate in this association, how it is that 
I have changed the opinion I have frequently expressed here with reference 
to the readjustment of the capital. Sir, I have not changed my opinion, 
but no doubt the inquiry is founded upon some observations which you 
made from the chair on the last occasion of our meeting. I see by the report 
of the proceedings that towards the close of the business you said: “If no 
otber gentleman has any observations to make or questions to ask, I will 
endeavour to reply to the remarks which have been made, and, first, with 
reference to the observations of Mr. Barber. Mr. Barber for a long time 
took the line of opposing the directors in the policy they felt it right to 
pursue. After due consideration and an examination of the accounts, for 
which he is well qualified, he has come to the conclusion that our mode of 
conducting the affairs of the association is wise and prudent and politic, and 
has resulted in the very satisfactory statements laid before you to-day. For 
several years he was opposed to us, and thought we were acting injudiciously, 
He sees now that our policy is correct, and therefore he very candidly and 
properly comes y toll and admits that his opinions first formed without 
due consideration were not correct. He now fully admits the propriety of 
our mode of proceeding, and therefore I am glad to hear such observations 
from him, than whom no man is better able to judge how gas-works should 
be conducted.”’ Now, it was not unnatural that some of my friends, seeing 
those observations in print, should feel justified in asking how it was I had 
come to alter my opinion. I presume the mistake arose from some obser- 
vations I made at the early part of the meeting, when I congratulated the 
— upon the general management and working of the association. 

pointed out that the profits for the half year ending the 31st of December, 
1867, had exceeded those of any previous corresponding half year; and I 
may say here, in passing, that I am glad to find the profits of the half year 
ending the 30th of June last exceed those of any previous corresponding 
half year. At the meeting in May last I complimented the directors on 
their success, and spoke in terms very eulogistic, but not more so than was 
warranted, on the general conduct of our business ‘and the satisfactory state 
of our affairs. But I said nothing whatever in the way of approval of the 
policy of the directers with regard to the readjustment of the capital. I did 
allude to the subject, but I said I would not press it, as I felt we had been 
fairly beaten—I do not mean by argument, but by votes. I quite admit the 
voting powers of the directors are so enormous that it is of no use pressing 
a matter against their will. Iam sorry I did not make myself distinctly 
understood, as it is evident from your observations that you looked upon me 
as having been quite converted to the views of the directors on this question 
of the readjustment of capital. I beg to say that I am still of the opinion I 
have always entertained, and as to the difficulty connected with it that a 
former speaker alluded to, I confess that I do not see any objection to going 
to Parliament. This is not an English company ; there is no one to appear 
against us to litigate the matter, and I still believe that the proper way 18 
to enlarge the capital and spread the dividend over the larger amount, 
rather than to increase the rate per cent. I am sorry to trouble the meeting 
with these remarks, but feel it necessary in order to relieve myself from a 
false position. ae 

A Proprietor : I have attended many of the meetings of the association, 
and it strikes me that nothing could be more prudent than the manner 
which our affairs have been conducted. The chief object of those who dis- 
sent from the policy of the directors is to obtain the payment of a larger 
dividend; but, gentlemen, we know the difficulty there is at all times in 
obtaining the renewal of concessions, and we can easily imagine how much 
those difficulties would be increased if it were reported that the association 
was making so much out of the supply of gas at their various stations. 
Nothing could be more imprudent, nothing would tend so much to raise 
against us a host of foreign enemies, and nothing, therefore, in the long 
run, would be so seriously adverse to the prosperity of the undertaking. On 
the other hand, nothing could be more prudent than the application of the 
reserve-fund to the repair of the plant of the association as it falls into 
decay. We all know that to preserve our concessions our business must be tho- 
roughly well done. The public authorities abroad are very exacting in their 
requirements in this respect, and our directors, for the purpose of fulfilling 
their obligations, are always desirous that their plant should be kept in good 
order for the manufacture and supply of gas, so as to ensure satisfaction to 
the consumers and earn dividends for the proprietors. — They do not do . 
some other companies have done—create new capital by issuing aiphabetica 
lots of shares—but out of their earnings they pay their way, keep their plant 
in repair, and preserve the undertaking generally in a good and een 
condition, which is a far preferable course to that of paying enormous @ivi- 
dends, thus raising a host of enemies against us, aud at length having 
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to call upon the shareholders for an increase of capital. It strikes me as 
about as good an example as could well be held out for many other com- 
panies to follow. Although there has been frequently expressions of dissent 
in this room from the policy of the directors as to the non-payment of a 
larger dividend, we have always wound up our discussions with a vote of 
thanks to and an expression of confidence in the directors for their discretion 
and ability in the management of the association. I am quite sure that no 
body of directors have a larger interest in the payment of an increased divi- 
dend by the company which they manage than have those gentlemen who 
sit on the other side of the table. It is to my mind a most convincing proof 
of the correctness of the policy they have pursued, that they, who are Echind 
the scenes, do not recommend such an increase. They understand what is 
essential for the well-being of the undertaking, and they have an interest not 
merely in on the attention they bestow on its management, but 
they have a substantial stake in the capital. I respectfully urge upon you, 
therefore, to leave the matter in their hands, and to rely upon it that they 
have a bond fide regard to the stability and permanent efficiency of the 
association. 

Mr. Sturce: Before the chairman replies I should like to ask him to in- 
form us upon what principle the reserve is arranged. If the statements 
which I have heard in this room be correct, the principle seems to be to 
place, half a by half Pw. a large portion of the profits to some fund 
which possibly may benefit the grandchildren of the gentlemen who are now 
present. If that be so, I want to know whether the directors have established 
any be at all, or whether they simply consider that one-half or one- 
third of the profits, or whatever the proportion may be, ought to be reserved 
for futurity. Ihave heard man tienes speak here about the respect- 
ability of the directors, but I confess that to me this is all surplusage. We all 
know it is a very respectable company ; it must be a respectable company 
to be able to hoard up money like this, if money constitutes respectability 
at all; but there are questions which are questions of principle, and I am 
rather anxious that the directors should enlighten me as to the principle 
upon which they act in reference to this reserve-fund—whether they think 
it necessary to reserve half the profits, and whether they think our respect- 
ability is increased by having a large sum in their hands earning 4 per 
cent., when perhaps some gentlemen here think they are clever enough to 
make 5 or 6. 

Mr. To.terR: I quite agree that we ought to have a reserve-fund to meet 
every contingency ; all I contend for is, that we have too much reserved, 
and that we might well pay more dividend. 

A Proprietor: I am sorry the last speaker but two did not carry out his 
principles to their legitimate issue, arf propose that the dividend should be 
reduced, in order to place us in a more favourable position with regard to 
the authorities abroad. 

The Cuarrman : I will just reply to some of the observations which have 
been made. With respect to the remarks which fell from the gentleman on 
my left (Mr. Toller), who cautioned us not to reserve too much, but to add 
something to the dividend—can any proprietor in this room suppose the 
question of dividend is one that we treat lightly or indifferently— Dat we do 
not look at and consider every circumstance relating to the apportionment of 
the profits of the association? And more, can any one suppose that if it 
were possible, consistently with the interests of the undertaking, to pay a 
higher rate of dividend, we would not most gladly—as gladly at any pro- 

rietor present—propose that such an increase should be made? We have a 
arge stake in the capital, and, for our own pockets sake, if it could properly 
be done it is impossible to conceive that we should not do it. I have told 
you over and over again that there is a variety of contingencies for which we 
must provide, and we have no other means of doing it than by the appropria- 
tion of a portion of the profits. The gentlemar before me (Mr. Sturge) 
asks upon what principle we make the reserve. The principle is that of 
establishing the permanence and consistency of the large dividend we now 
pay. The principle we have always acted upon is that of being able 
to pay you a dividend which amounts to 16 per cent. per annum upon 
your capital, Is not that a principle greatly to be desired? ‘The first great 
consideration in determining what the dividend shall be is, Can we continue 
it? As to the observation of the honourable proprietor who says we can 
give another £1 a share bonus, I can — say that if the directors were 
to consent, and the meeting declared that additional bonus, I should be will- 
ing to sell my shares to-morrow for £10 each less than I would do to-day, 
for I am quite sure it would strike off that amount from their value. 
Gentlemen may rest assured that if ever the time comes that we can pru- 
dently and with propriety increase the dividends, nobody will be more 
pleased to do it and to receive it than the directors themselves. At all 
events, if you do not trust our discretion you may safely trust our interest 
to do it whenever it can prudently be achieved. With respect to the obser- 
vations of Mr. Barber, I certainly did give him credit on the last occasion 
for being more friendly to us than I find he is. I thought we had got into 
his poe | graces, for he even proposed that our pay should be increased. 
But now he tells us to-day that he does not mean to be our friend, and that 
he shall continue to find fault with us as much as he likes. Of course, he is 
at perfect liberty todo so. We can only assure him that when we see our 
way to increase the dividend, not £1 but Is., we shall willingly do it. We 
are bound to look at the contingencies to which we are liable. We stated at 
the last meeting that the works at Toulouse were entirely shut up. There 
is a contingency—one station lost. We must provide for these things, and 
we endeavour to do so at the same time that we secure for you a dividend— 
not a monstrous one, but one that we believe we can maintain and support. 
I have now to move—“That the report upon the affairs of the association 
now read be received and entered on the minutes.” 

The motion was unanimously adopted. 

It was also resolved unanimously —‘‘ That a dividend of £2 10s. per share 
and a bonus of £1 per share be declared upon the 28,000 shares of the asso- 
ciation for the half year ended the 30th of June last; and that the said divi- 
dend and bonus be payable, free of income-tax, on and after the 15th of 
December next.” 

A cordial vote of thanks was given to the president and directors for 
their able management of the affairs of the association, and to the chair- 
man for his conduct in the chair. 

Mr. Corrie moved, and Mr. BarBeEr seconded, the following resolution, 
which was unanimously adopted :—‘‘ That the thanks of the proprietors be 
given to Mr. G. W. Drory, the general superintendent of the affairs of the 
association on the Continent, for the ability with which he attends to the 
business of the stations, and to all the other officers acting under him at the 
several works.” 

The CHAIRMAN : Gentlemen, on behalf of my brother directors and myself, 
I beg to return you our sincere thanks for the honour you have done us. 
can assure you that on all occasions we are desirous to do all in our power to 
promote the efficiency of the association, and to increase your dividend as 
soon as possible. 

The proceedings then terminated. 





MALTA AND MEDITERRANEAN GAS COMPANY, LIMITED. 

A Special Meeting of the Shareholders of this Company was held at the 
Office, 60, Gracechurch Street, on Wednesday, Nov. 25—W. Nicot, + in 
the chair—to receive from the directors an account of the progress of the 
undertaking since the last ordinary general meeting. 

The Szcretary (Mr. E. P. Rowsell) having read the notice, 

The CHAIRMAN addressed the meeting. He said the directors had not 
attempted to prepare anything like a statement of accounts on the present 
occasion. The taking of stock at the various stations, and the making up of 
the books for such a purpose, caused considerable difficulty and labour, which |} 
the directors thought it was not necessary to incur more than once a year. 
He was unfortunately absent from the ordinary meeting in June last, but he 
felt that in that respect the shareholders sustained no loss, as his place was 
so admirably filled by his noble colleague, Lord A. Hervey. He confessed that 
he was not fond of autumnal meetings in a company of this kind, because 
during the summer half year their revenue was less, shops and other public 
places being closed sooner after sunset than in this country. During the 
summer also the company had to lay in stocks of coal for the winter, so that, 
while there was a diminished revenue, there was an increased expenditure. 
Although the directors had no detailed statement to lay before the meeting, 
he was happy to state that they had received a very encouraging letter from 
their engineer, before his leaving England, as to the position and progress of 
the undertaking. In that letter Mr. Jones stated that, though during the 
summer half year there had been a diminution in the gas-rental at the Corfu 
station, as compared with the corresponding period of the previous year, 
there had been a considerable increase at the other stations. The cheapness 
of petroleum, which was adverted to in the directors report to the shareholders 
last June, had necessarily to some extent retarded the otherwise satisfactory 
development of the private lighting ; but, seeing there had been an increased 
rental, with corresponding increase of profits, at the rate of 20 per cent. upon 
the profits of the previous year, the engineer believed that a steady and re- 
gular progress in the business of the company might be expected. The 
municipality of Marsala were most anxious to develop the lighting by gas in 
preference to meee and were using all the measures in their power to 
promote that object on the ground of safety to the general public. They had 
also given orders for the erection of some 80 additional public lamps. At 
Trapani every public thoroughfare was now lighted with gas, and the 
question of abandoning the use of petroleum by the shopkeepers was 
simply one of cost. A slight increase in the cost of that article would 

robably induce many to adopt the system of lighting their establishments 
gas. At Corfu the prospect of any increase of lighting was encouraging, 
and at Malta the probability was that the present satisfactory rate of increase 
would continue for several years. At Valetta the company continued to 
extend their business; the deficiency in the capital of the company more 
than anything else preventing its greater development. In June last the 
number of lights at Valetta was 6880; in September it was 7102, which 
increase, considering that it took place in a summer quarter, was very 
gratifying. He might mention incidentally that when the sane | was 
first established it was only anticipated that 3000 lights would be supplied at 
Valetta, whereas already they had more than doubled their highest estimate 
for that place. Although the increase at the other stations was not so great, 
still it was as good as could be looked for during the summer months. On 
the 3lst of March last the number of lights at Malta, in the three cities—i. ¢., 
the towns on the opposite side of the harbour—was 2844; at the present 
time it was 2863 ; at Corfu, in March last, the number was 1462, now it was 
1465; at Trapani, in March, it was 830, now it was 846; at Marsala it was 
297 in June, now it was 305. These figures showed that, notwithstanding 
the use of petroleum, to which reference had been made, the prospects of the 
company were encouraging. He was glad to add that so recently as the day 
previous the directors had received a letter from their manager at Corfu, in 
which he intimated that those persons who had abandoned gas for petroleum 
had discovered their mistake, and were now returning to the former mode of 
lighting. It was satisfactory to find that in no case had their former 
customers called upon the company to remove the fittings, so that it was 
evident they themselves looked forward to resuming the use of gas. In truth 
it was only the exceptionally low price of petroleum that had formed an 
inducement to its abandonment. Another important feature in their affairs 
was, that the 7 now found no difficulty with respect to their coke, 
there being a ready sale for it at the stations. 

A Proprietor inquired whether the Government at Malta was supplied 
with gas by the ——— 

The CuarrMaN said the Government departments at all the stations were 
consumers. The directors would scarcely, under other circumstances, have 
ventured on this occasion to pay a dividend on the ordinary shares; but 
regarding as they did the progress of the company as so thoroughly satisfactory, 
they thought they were justified in giving the proprietors 2 per cent. for 
the summer half year (which, as he had said, was — the most unfa- 
vourable), not doubting that they should be able to complete the 5 per cent. 
by the end of the year. The preference shareholders would, of course, receive 
their 7 per cent. as usual. In conclusion, he reminded the meeting that the 
board were still in great want of capital. Of the 3000 shares which were 
authorized to be issued last June, about 1800 had been taken up; the remain- 
ing 1200 the directors were anxious to get rid of at the price determined on 
—viz., £4 per share. They were certainly a very good investment at that 
price, and he might mention that he and his colleagues had gone beyond 
their allotments. Knowing that the affairs of the company were conducted 
with the strictest economy, and feeling sure that their business would 
increase, he did not think he was offering bad advice to the shareholders to 
increase their investments. 

In reply to Mr. Ruopes, the CHAIRMAN said the directors, in accordance 
with their promise, did not issue any of the shares until 1500 were sub- 
scribed for. The last issue was to a gentleman in Malta; but there were not 
many shareholders there, and at Corfu there was but one. The calls had been 
very well paid up; the remaining £2 due upon them would soon be called 
up. The company he hoped would always have need for capital in the shape 
of extensions. There would now be something additional to be paid on 
account of debentures issued on account of the Trapani and Marsala con- 
tract. The contractors undertook to pay two-thirds of the interest during 
the first year; now the company would have to pay the full amount upon 
the debentures. All this the directors had calculated for, and still believed 
themselves justified in paying £2 on the ordinary shares, not doubting, as 
he had stated, that they could make it up to £5 on the whole year. 

Mr. Lampert asked whether the whole amount authorized to be issued 
in debentures had been taken up. 

The Secrerary said there was a small margin of £1500 or £2000 
unissued. 

On the motion of Mr. Morrison, seconded by Lieut.-Col. Le Courtany, 
a vote of thanks was given to the directors, and the CHAIRMAN having 
acknowledged the same, the proceedings terminated. 
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ORIENTAL GAS COMPANY, LIMITED. 


The Annual General Meeting of the Shareholders of this Company was 
held at the City Terminus Hotel, Cannon Street, on Thursday, the 26th 
ult.—W. T. Fawcett, Esq., in the chair. 

The following report and statement of accounts were submitted to the 
meeting :— 

The directors submit to the shareholders, with great satisfaction, the accompanying 
statement of accounts for the twelve months ending the 30th of June last. 

Very marked progress in public and private lighting has been made, as will be 
shown by the fact that, during the twelve months, 363 street-lamps and 4274 private 
burners have been added, while for the previous year the increase was respectively 
298 and 3003. The total numbers of lights on the 30th of June last were—public 
2674, private 18,900, compared with 2311 and 14,626 on the 30th of June, 1867 

Arrangements have been entered into with the authorities for the erection of 325 
additional street-lamps, and the private lighting is also steadily increasing. The 
directors feel it will be especially satisfactory to the shareholders to learn that a very 
large proportion of the new consumers belong to the native community. 

Upwards of 13 miles of main-pipes were laid during the twelve months, and, as in 
former extensions, the increased lighting has justified the calculations made; the 
recent advices from Calcutta report a large accession of business in the districts lately 
opened up. The following public buildings have been fitted for gas since last report 
—viz., Maidan Theatre, Government Printing Office, Fort William Roman Catholic 
Church, General Hospital, and St. Peter’s Church. 

Owing to the rapid progress of the company’s business, the manufacturing 





capabilities of the works will, d the c winter months, be called into full 
operation; and, in order to provide for the gro demand for gas, the construction 
of a new retort-house and coal-store has y been commenced. 

The new works at Howrah will be actively proceeded with during the ensuing 
gp the main-pipes are already distributed along the roads, and will be shortly 


a 














As announced in the last report, the business of gas-fitting has much extended 
itself in Calcutta. The directors have entered into satisfactory arrangements for the 
gradual relinquishment of this branch of the company’s operations; at the same time 
every necessary precaution has been taken to ensure for intending consumers proper 
attention and moderate charges. 
The directors regret to have to the of their esteemed and 
lamented colleague, Captain George a who, from the formation of the company, 
exerted himself to promote its success. The directors d that the 
at the board occasioned by this event be not filled up. 
The labours of the resident committee continue to be appreciated by the directors, 
and the acknowledgments of the shareholders are due to those gentlemen for the zeal 
and ability they have manifested in behalf of the company. The exertions of the 
i and , Mr. Mellor, deserve special recognition. 
The general evenue tshowsabal available for dividend of £12,700 198.3d., ; 
out of which the directors recommend a distribution of 6 per cent., free of income-tax, 
payable on the 3rd day of December next, making (with the interim payment of 4 per 
cent. on the 3rd of June last) a total dividend of 10 per cent. for the year. 

The retiring directors are James Sydney Stopford and William White, Esquires, 
and the apy f auditors are Leng ‘Lauchlan Backler and John Robinson Peill, 
Esquires; all of whom are eligible for re-election, and offer themselves accordingly. 




















Dr. Balance-Sheet, June 30, 1868. Or. 
To 30,000 sharesoff5each . . . . . £150,000 0 0 By Amount of plant on June 30, 1867. . . £171,173 8 9 
0,000 o (Ll paid) . . 30,000 0 0 Outlay during the pasttwelve months , 12,507 6 4 
——£180,000 0 0 ——£183,680 15 1 
Loans on debentures. e eS oe SSS ee — 
Unclaimed dividends . a” ¢ TEU OF Bey 535 11 4 Cost of plant to June 30, 1868 e « « « 24183,680 15 1 
Reserve-fund , owe: cay ¢ etd) ¢ ok . 4,000 0 0 Services laid and meters in use . oe + + Se 
Amount due by thecompany . . ..... - 3,518 0 1 Amount due to the company . ‘oe ‘ 6,851 110 
Balance from general revenue account . . ° . 12,70019 3 Value of stocks, viz.:— 
Mie ts otis se ee oy SE & 
Purifying material . . . . . 241 0 
EE anne Si a ee 2,112 18 0 
Chandeliers, brackets,&c. . . . 596 2 0 
Fittings and meters. . . %% 4,417 13 7 
Pipes ae ee es ete & ® 9,109 13 11 
Horses, conveyances, &c. a i 389 0 0 
Sundry stores. . é 3,837 8 2 
Office furniture,&c. . . . . 337 11 
ee 32,558 5 0 
Balancein London . . . « « « . £2,237 9 0 
Bills receivable . . ’ eae « 2 4,513 11 7 
6,751 0 7 
£232,304 10 8 $232,304 10 8 
Dr. Profit and Loss, or Working Account, for the Twelve Months ending June 30, 1868. Cr. 
To Manufacturing and distribution— | By Gas-rental. . . . . «6 ~« « ee § 
Coals used, purification, wages of in- } Coke, tar, fittings, &c. . oo @ @ Se 8 2 
spectors, sircars, stokers, lamp- } 42,887 2 9 
lighters, mechanics, coolies, &c. . £13,744 1 1 | Te eS eee a ee ee 27 0 0 
Salaries in Indiaand London . , . . 984 6 6 | 
Engineers salariesinIndia. . . . 1,539 12 0 
Directors and auditors . int gig 913 0 0 
Passage expenses. . . . » « « 553 12 11 
Indian licence-tax ie ty te, oe 50 0 0 
Generalexpenses. . . . « « © e 1,122 7 9 
Loss on exchange. . ) &§ 4. % 694 12 11 
Wear and tear. +t hee 6's |) SSS 
eee ne, ee ee ae 1,816 8 0 
Bad debts and allowances . . . .. 67 15 6 
22,877 2 4 
a a ree ene ee - 20,037 0 5 
£42,914 2 9 £42,914 2 9 
Dr. General Revenue Account, June 30, 1868. Cr. 

To Dividend of 6 per cent. balance of 9 per By Balance on June 30,1867 . . »« » - » « + - £12,192 5 10 
cent., for the twelve months ending Ditto on profitand loss account . . . »« « «+ - 20,037 0 5 
June 30, 1867, declared at the general 
meeting, November, 1867 . . . . $10,800 0 0 

Interim dividend of 4 per cent., on ac- 
count of year ending the 30th of June, 
1868, paid the 3rd dius te” 7,200 0 0 
Interest on debentures . — 1,269 11 7 
Income-tax . < e ° 25815 5 
— £19,528 7 0 
Balance available for dividend, . ° ° 12,700 19 3 
£32,229 3 £32,229 6 3 





The CHArrMAN, after referring to the satisfactory nature of the report, | 
said: I may mention that not one-tenth of the lightable houses in Calcutta are 
at present lighted with gas; in fact, I believe I should be within the mark 
if 1 were to say not one-twentieth. It isa very satisfactory thing to be able 
to see, as this concern has gone on from year to year increasing—as the last 
year but one was better than the previous year, and as the very last year is 
the best we have ever had—that gas lighting has taken a firm root in the 
place, and that there is every probability of our having to give you a better 
reportevery year. You observe in the report mention is made of the native 
community having now taken the thing up in real earnest. A very large 
proportion of every increase we have comes from the members of the native 
community, and when they begin they burn gas at a very great rate. I 
think that is a very satisfactory thing, because it looks as though we were 
going to ingratiate ourselves with them, and that all the prejudices on the 
part of the natives with reference to their not taking the gas are entirely 
at an end, as they not only take it, but take it in considerable quantities. 
We have 90 miles of main laid, which is a very large proportion, and in 
addition to the large buildings we have named in the report we have lighted 
the Opera House, we have lighted the Mint, we have lighted the Sailors’ 
Home, we have lighted the Police Barracks, and some smaller semi-public 
buildings. The average number of lights in the buildings named in the 
report is 102, but the average of the other four which I have mentioned to 
you is 115; so that it will be seen that when we get new consumers they come 
in rather large bulk. Weare now getting, as the report states to you, into a 
position that makes us look with some care to the future. We find that our 
reserve, our storeage, and our means of manufacturing are getting small in 
proportion to our requirements, and, therefore, we shall, during the coming 
winter months, be obliged to prepare for a new retort-house and coal-store. 
There will be plenty of time to get these things erected before we want them, 
but we have not the slightest doubt that during the next winter we shall have 
the whole of our retorts in action, and that we shall have no reserve unless 
something additional is provided. It is, therefore, desirable that we should 


begin to extend our works in the way suggested—the consumption in- 
creasing as it does at a great rate. 





The next point referred to in the 





report is with reference to Howrah. We are now going on with that in 
real earnest. There has been a great deal of delay in consequence of the 
expectation that a bridge would be built across the Hooghly; but now we 
find that the whole matter is at an end as far as we are concerned, and that 


| if they build a bridge it will be in such a position that we cannot avail 


ourselves of it, and, although we have sufficient time, we have none to lose, 
as we are bound to supply Howrah by March, 1870. We have now begun 
in real earnest; we have bought the ground and paid for it, and are pre- 
pared to goon and get the thing finished. We have a contract for 21 
years. We have purchased 14} acres of land, which is more than we want; 
but still that is a fault on the right side, if it be a fault at all. We have 
£2000 a year secured to us in regard to street-lamps, and besides that we 
have the railway station (the East Indian Railway Station), which, as you 
are aware, is on that side of the river. We are negotiating about that, and 
we shall have to light it and other parts of the railway, as well as the 
hotels. We have the exclusive privilege for that place for 21 years. With 
regard to the fitting department, it was explained to you at the last meet- 
ing that we were gradually getting out of supplying fittings to the private 
people in Calcutta, and that the business of gas-fitting has been much 
extending itself there. We have encouraged that very much. It is not 
precisely our business, if we can get others to undertake it. We have now 
made arrangements gradually to get rid of the gas-fitting department. 
There is an ample number of firms there to do all that may be pourra & 
and the only thing we retain in our own hands is the Government work, 
which we think it is desirable that we should retain. We have every 
reason, as we mention to you in the report, to be satisfied with the institu- 
tion of the resident committee. There will be a resolution proposed to you, 
of which a shareholder has given notice, with reference to the committee 
being qualified to act by becoming shareholders of the company. That will 
be proposed to you, and when it is proposed we can take it into considera- 
tion. I may at the same time also mention that there will be another pro- 
position in reference to half-yearly meetings. A shareholder has given 
notice of a motion to the effect that the meetings, instead of being yearly, 
shall be half-yearly. Upon that matter we may consider that there may 
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be arguments for and against. I hope we shall consider it calmly, and the 
directors will be very happy indeed to consider it. I do not know that there 
is anything more which I need trouble you with in reference to the report. 
Our accounts, I hope, speak for themselves. The figures to me look very 
satisfactory. I may say, with regard to the power that was taken to create de- 
bentures of the company, the limit which was allowed to us is now near] 
reached. We are within £4000 of the £50,000 that we were to issue, and it is 
the intention of the directors, when more capital should be required, to apply 
to the new shareholders in some shape or way—not, I should think, in the 
shape of a call, but rather in allowing the shareholders to pay up such a 
proportion of their shares as the amount we may require would indicate. 
At all events, I mean to say that I think it will not be wise to go beyond 
the limit we have gone with regard to the issue of debentures. I think the 
public have shown great confidence in us—confidence which is not un- 
deserved—in taking all the debentures we required to issue at the times 
we have wanted them to doso. I do not think there is anything else with 
» which I need trouble the meeting, except, perhaps, one matter of detail, 
which I will allude to. We suffered a little last year by loss in exchange. 
You will see the item is £694 12s. 11d. This is the second year we have 
had this disagreeable item to the debit of the account, but still we are able 
to bear it without its interfering with our very comfortable dividend. The 
time, I believe, has already arrived when the Exchange is improving. I 
hope it will still continue to improve. You will see we have taken a con- 
siderable amount to the reserve-fund, and that it now stands at the round 
figure of £4000. It is a pleasant thing to be able to do that without inter- 
fering with the profits of the affair. I will conclude by moving—“ That 
the report and accounts now presented be received and adopted, and 
entered upon the minutes;” simply observing that, in a very recent 
letter received from the committee in Calcutta, there are these words 
(with which I am happy to end my little say)—“ Never were the com- 
pany’s affairs more flourishing, or their expectations more encouraging, 
than at the present time.” : 

Mr. L. Cusrrr seconded the motion, which was supported by Mr. Stokes, 
_ Dr. Beatriz: I have very great pleasure in saying that my prognostica- 
tions in regard to this company have proved correct. I stated by belief 
some years ago that it was likely to be successful, and it is very gratifying 
now to find that not only is there no chance of any decrease in our returns, 
but that there is every probability of an increase. For myself, as a pro- 
prietor, I am very glad to see that there has been something carried to the 
reserve-fund, There is a sum deducted for wear and tear which, perhaps, 
the chairman will explain. I see that a proportionate increase of revenue 
is attributed to coke, tar, fittings, &c. This is very gratifying. I suppose 
I am the shareholder to whom the chairman alluded in speaking of the two 
motions of which notice had been given. I shall be prepared to make some 
observations upon them when the proper moment arrives. I am glad to 
hear that the directors do not think it necessary to create further deben- 
tures. Ithink the course they take in that respect is judicious. With 
regard to the board, I think it is sufficient for the duties which have to be 
performed without filling up the vacancy which has occurred by the death 
of one of the directors; but, inasmuch as the amount paid to the directors 
and auditors is the same, although there is one less, I would ask whether it 
is intended to make up the number, or to make a proportionate reduction. 
I hold that the position of the directors of this company is altogether dif- 
ferent from the position of the directors of other gas companies—London 
gas companies. There is an honourable and very able member who sits at 
our board here whom I have had an opportunity of seeing in another place 
in connexion with gas. Iam sure he will concur in what I say, that the 
duties of the Imperial Company are very onerous indeed; and so with other 
London companies—having to take stock and all that—whereas, as far as I 
am aware, the duty of our directors is simply to receive weekly communi- 


mittee who look after our affairs; and I am sure the observations made in 
the body of the report regarding the efficiency of those gentlemen is quite 
correct. I believe our directors are not in the position of directors of ordi- 
nary gas companies, who have to supervise everything, and be responsible, 
and go into all details; therefore I do not think there is any necessity for 
increasing the number of the board here. I am always glad to pay directors 
handsomely according to their work, and I always like to see that they 
have a large stake in the company they manage, as I believe ours have—or, 
if they have not, I am sure they will take it now. Therefore, though I 
remark upon the amount paid to the board, and ask whether or not it is 
intended that a reduction shall be made in consequence of the vacancy not 
being filled up, do not let it be supposed for a moment that I grudge pay- 
ment to the directors for what they do. I repeat, however, that I think 
their duties are very different from those of other directors; and with these 
general observations I conclude by saying that I think we have a good 
board, and that { look upon this company as being one of the best gas com- 
panies that exist. 

Mr. Nopgs: I should like to ask where the reserve-fund is invested. 

Mr. Peitu: I do not know whether I am in order in answering the hon. 
proprietor on my right, but, as he has alluded to the remuneration which 
directors of other gas companies receive, and as I happen to be a director 
also of one of the other old London gas companies, I must say I scarcely 
recognize the force of the comparison he has made. The directors of the 
riental Company, it is true, have to carry on their arrangements by cor- 
respondence only, but I apprehend that to conduct a concern like this by 
correspondence must be infinitely more laborious, anxious, and responsible 
than if it were done by personal superintendence, For my own part, I would 
say that in the City of London Gas Company we assemble twice a week, 
and give our best attention to the duties we have to perform, but the matter 
is very much simplified by our being able to have our oflicers always before 
us, and to have immediate communication with them upon any subject that 
requires investigation. Such is not the case with your company, and, as 
the auditor, I can fully appreciate the difference, as I know by the cor- 
respondence that takes place the enormous amount of labour and difficulty 
involved where it requires so long a time before matters under discussion 
can be adjusted or arranged. Therefore, I hope my honourable friend (if I 
may call him so) will excuse me for differing from him as to the relative 
labour or responsibility in the cases he has mentioned. I should be very 
sorry to see a step in what I should consider to be the wrong direction 
with reference to the remuneration of the directors. I think one fact is 
quite clear—viz., that we could never have arrived at the state of solid and 
substantial success which we have attained if there had not been a very 
large amount of careful and zealous attention given to this concern by the 
directors; and though, of course, it is our duty to look to every economy 
being exercised, I should be very sorry to see (if I may use a vulgar ex- 
pression) that cheese-paring economy introduced into this company by 
which any of those emoluments which naturally fall in to the directors 
under such circumstances as the present (the death of one of them), taken 
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away. I should not like to see them deprived of that little advantage which 
may derive. 

he CHarrman: Gentlemen, the first point to which we have to direct 
your attention is with regard to wear and tear. Perhaps I ought to have 
explained this previously, but I did not want to trouble you with going into 
these figures and details, which, after all, amount to very little. Our wear 
and tear we get a little advantage in with regard to the last year, because 
we have been in the habit of calculating a per centage upon the coals car- 
bonized, so much each ton of coals, and putting that amount by for wear 
and tear. Sometimes it is mcre, sometimes it is less; but we thought it 
rather an inconvenient affair, as we are getting now very much larger, to 
have that open account, and we have got rid of that open account, for this 
reason, that we have decided that every year shall bear exactly the amount 
of its wear and tear, whatever it may be, whether large or small. We think 
that will meet your views. It will simplify the accounts. There has been 
a little condensation of them, though not so much as I should like to see. 
We want to afford every information to you, but still being a manufactur- 
ing company, and all our details being printed and sent out amongst our 
customers, is rather a delicate matter, and we do not know precisely how 
to arrange it so as not to let our customers see the particular advantage we 
are getting out of them, and how we get it. But with regard to the wear 
and tear, we get rid, as I say, of that open account, and we have ar- 
ranged that the amount of wear and tear for each year shall be borne 
by the year. It happens that this year it is rather more than is stated 
in the account, but we thought it was not worth while to go into an expla- 
nation of it, because on the other side we have something to the credit 
of the account—that is, the passage-money, which we had had an open 
account of, and wrote off something every year. We have written that off 
in toto this year out of the profits of the company, and therefore we 
thought, as it was only a matter of £50 difference, it was not worth while 
to go into an explanation of it. That is the only reply I can give to Dr. 
Beattie with regard to that part of the subject. Now, with regard to the 
unfortunate decease of Captain Denny, and the vacancy which took place 
in our board, the directors, in recommending you not to fill up that vacancy, 
have carried out the wishes of the shareholders frequently expressed at 
these public meetings; and they find, at the same time, that the number is 
sufficient. Probably five directors are very much better able to carry out 
the company’s affairs than seven; but with regard to our position, as com- 
pared with the position of directors of the London gas companies, the only 
thing I have to say to you is that it is infinitely more difficult. I will go 
into the question of remuneration presently, but I have not a doubt what- 
ever that, inasmuch as we have to send out from this country every 
atom of material for the erection of our works, as we have to engage every 
manager, every engineer, every skilled mechanic proper to send out to those 
places, our troubles, as compared with a London board, who have their 
works close at hand, and have their engineers and everybody to assist them, 
are much greater. Our engineer is in Calcutta, and we are obliged to give 
our own personal attention to the matters which arise for determination. 
Most of us have experience in other gas companies, and, therefore, we 
imagine that we are up to the mark, as far as that goes; but we are obliged 
to give a great deal of time and attention to this company in reference to 
the works being carried on in Calcutta. The management, except the 
working out of the detail, is absolutely here. All the instructions go from 
here, and to suppose that because our works are at Calcutta it should be 
more easy for the directors to carry on the concern, is just to suppose that 
which is the greatest fallacy in all the world. I am not using this as an 
argument upon the other part of the subject to which Dr. Beattie has re- 
ferred. He suggests, I take it—and it will be for him, or some one else, to 
make a motion to that effect—that by whatever amount Captain Denny 
received as a director of this company our stipend should be lessened. [ 
can only say this (and I should not have referred to it at all if it had not 
been mentioned), that I consider, with all that large amount which we 
divided amongst the five who are remaining, we are very inadequately paid 
for the amount of work that we have to do. I say I should not have 
referred to this subject at all if it had not been that a suggestion is 
made which in all cme A will be put to the meeting, and which the 
meeting will decide upon. eare all of us ready, from Monday morning 
until Saturday night, to be called upon at a moment's notice to do anything 
in the company’s service which may be necessary; and it was really only | 
last week that one of our directors went at a day’s notice down to Colchester 
to see a gentleman who could not come here, whom we proposed to send 
out to Calcutta. We give up our time not in the ordinary way, by attend- 
ing a board meeting, and simply taking our stipend, as Dr. Beattie imagines, 
but there is really something to do; and we are ready to do it, and our 
hearts and minds are in it. I regret very much that it has been necessary 
to refer to this subject at all; but, having referred to it, 1 will just say 
that eleven years ago, when we were not paying a dividend, there was a 
proposition made that the directors should receive £850 a year. We were 
actually paying no dividend then; and I contend that the assistance—the 
important assistance—given it by the directors ought to be taken into ac- 
count. We have gradually worked up from 2 per cent., at which we began, 
to 10 per cent., at which we are now, and, whether it is right or whether it 
is wrong, the directors have never asked for any increase to their stipend. 
It is perfectly certain that they have never had it; therefore, I think, when 
we recollect that it is eleven years since that occurred, we may say that, 
if we were worth £850 a year then, we are worth a little more now, more 
especially as we are giving you a return, which will be an increasing one. 
It does occur to me that it is rather too much, under these circumstances, 
to make a suggestion that the stipend should be lowered. But, whatever 
your wishes are, the directors will yield to them with a great deal of satis- 
faction. We are all interested, otherwise than in respect of our stipend, in 
the success of the company; but I think you ought to see that there is no 
reason why the acting partners in the concern—the working partners— 
should be exactly in the same position as the sleeping partners. I look 
upon the directors as the acting partners, and though, of course, we take 
the same dividend of 10 per cent. as the sleeping partners, I think we are 
entitled to be recompensed for the labour we bestow. Nevertheless, as I 
said before, we are entirely in your hands, and whatever you decide upon 
we shall be happy to defer to with very great patience and satisfaction, be- 
cause we feel that you will do what is right. As to the reserve-fund, it is 
invested in our works. We think that is the very best investment we can 
make of our money. The truth is that if we put it into the bank at 3 per 
cent., we should be in a very different position. We make a reserve-fund, 
and think it is correct to do so, but it is not a thing that we are likely to be 
called upon immediately for, and it is certainly not the custom to invest 
this in any particular security. The public funds would yield only 3 per 
cent., or 34, and there is no reason why we should choose that mode of 
investment. We credit the account with 6 per cent., as though we 
borrowed the money; but I say it would be entirely out of the question 
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that we should invest that in Goyernment funds which we may never re- 
quire at all. I think I have answered all the inquiries which have been 
inade upon this resolution, and I will now put it to the meeting. 

The motion was carried unanimously. 

The Cuatrman: The next resolution is—“ That James Sydney Stopford 
and William White, Esqs., be re-elected directors of the company.” 

The motion was seconded, and carried unanimously. 

Mr. Sroprorp briefly returned thanks for his re-election. 

Mr. Wurre: Gentlemen, I am much obliged to you for the confidence 
you have again placed in me. As far as my attention to the business of the 
company is concerned, I do all that Ican. Whatever may be said about 
our having little to co at our board meetings and at other times,I can only 
say that if I had known at first what I was undertaking, and the weight of 
responsibility that would rest upon us directors, I would not have taken it 
for double the emolument. But I must, nevertheless, thank you for this 
renewed expression of your confidence, and I hope we may goon increasing 
your dividend. 

Mr. CHowne moved that Messrs. Backler and Peill be re-elected 
auditors of the company. 

The motion was unanimously agreed to. 

The Cuarrman: The next resolution is one which I hope we shall be 
able to carry. It is—‘* That a dividend of 6 per cent., free of income-tax, 
be payable on the 3rd of December next, making (with the interim pay- 
ment of 4 per cent. on the 3rd of June last) a total dividend of 10 per cent. 
for the year.” 

Mr. Wurre: I have xauch pleasure in seconding it. No doubt the 
shareholders will all agree with me that we have made a very good account 
this year; and, as the chairman has told you, the accounts we have received 


as well, if not better, next year. 

The motion was carried unanimously. 

The Cuarrman: There is another resolution, and I am very happy to 
propose it—* That the thanks of the shareholders be given to the resident 
| committee, and to the engineer and manager, Mr. Mellor, for their careful 
attention to the affairs of the company in India.” This is a resolution 
deeply merited, and I have no doubt it will be carried unanimously. 

Mr. Sroprorp: I beg to second that, and I can fully endorse the state- 
ment of the chairman with regard to our thanks being most amply merited 
by these gentlemen. 

The resolution was cordially accepted. 

Dr. Beatriz: Mr, Chairman and gentlemen, the motion I have to propose 
is—“ That, since the affairs of the company have arrived at the condition in 
which we now find them, the directors will be good enough to summon us 
together every half year instead of yearly, in order that we may have the 








pleasure of receiving from them a report and an account of the progress of 
the work.” I think you will find that, whether the company accept this or 
not, it is generally the case that after a company’s affairs have arrived at 
|| the position which this company’s affairs have arrived at, the directors yield 
to the wish of the shareholders. I hope I may find it so in regard to the 
resolution which I propose. I do not intend at all that stock should be 
taken in Calcutta every half year; but I think we ought to have from the 
directors every half year an account of the working expenses—a financial 
statement and report generally. I have not asked any gentleman to second 
my proposition. I do not know whether I ought to unite with this another 
resolution, which I intend to propose, with regard to the committee in 
Calcutta, but to enable me to proceed I should be glad to be informed of the 
number of the committee. Those who have met me here before, at the 
meetings of this company, are aware that I have always held it to be an 
| important point that the gentlemen who form the committee in India should 
| have a personal interest in the concern, and, surely, now that we are in this 
| position, I think it is due to them as well as to us that my proposal should 
| be adopted. I leave this meeting entirely to decide betweer my own view 
|and that of the chairman and other directors in regard to the duties which 
the hoard have to perform. I have my own opinion, and I am quite sure 
||that I know something of what the duties are of corresponding with the 
‘| manager, and so forth, upon the affairs in India. Gentlemen, compare the 
} work of this body of directors, of carryiug on the business merely by corre- 
/} spondence, with that which appertains to the directors of some other com- 
|| panies which I am connected with. What the directors of the City of 
| ndon Company do, I know not; but I know what the London, Imperial, 
|| and Equitable gas directors do, and I know that to compare the work of 
corresponding with the committee and manager abroad with the labour 
which those directors perform is entirely out of the question, 

Mr. StoxEs: I agree with the honourable proprietor in reference to our 
| meeting every six months instead of every twelve, and I also agree with 
him that it is not necessary to take stock, or anything of that kind; but 
that there should be a meeting to receive a report every half year. Sucha 
course, considering that our works are carried on at so great a distance, 
must be agreeable to us all; but still, at the same time, having them so 
admirably managed as they are, I think we should not in the slightest 
~—e do anything in opposition to the directors. 

ir. CoowneE: The motion is not seconded, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Stokes: I cannot say that I mean to second it, but I am going on 
that way. I was saying that,in discussing this motion, I should not in 
any way wish to do anything in opposition to the directors. When a busi- 
ness I am connected with is well managed, I always wish to lend a helping 
hand to the directors to strengthen their board, and would not wish in a | 
way to weaken them. But, us I said before, to receive a report for eac 
half year would be very agreeable, I think, and therefore I feel sure in my 
own mind the directors will agree to it. The works are conducted at a 
very great distance, and it is quite natura! that we should like to hear of 
the progress that is being made. As the works increase the magnitude of 
our undertaking will increase, and most of us will have a further interest 
in it. It will undoubtedly become a very large undertaking. With refer- 
ence to the remark which the honourable proprietor has made about the 
gentlemen who are looking after our interests in a city like Calcutta 
(gentlemen who are either English or Scotch are only there, comparatively 
speaking, for a very few years), they are partners in a mercantile business, 
and they remain for about three years, or something of that kind. 

Mr. CHowneE: Excuse me, sir, this is not the motion before the chair. 
You will have an opportunity of putting that presently. 

Mr. Sroxes: I think we should know who those gentlemen are, and whe- 
ther they are likely to remain out in Calcutta. For instance, if you area 
partner in an English firm you go out only for two or three years, and it 
may not be, perhaps, agreeable to you to take shares there in a company 
“; permanently established there. I think that is worthy of consideration. 


_ Mr. Cuowne: The question is, whether your observations have any bear- 
ing on the motion before us. 
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since from Calcutta encourage us in every way to think we shall do quite | 





The CuarrmMan: The question at present is whether the meetings are to 
be held half yearly or yearly. 

Mr. Stokes: Can the other point be decided by the same motion? 

The Cuarrman: There will be a separate motion. 

Mr. Sroxes: If the motion now before the shareholders is only for a half- 
yearly meeting I will second it, if I am in order in so doing. 

The CuHarrMAN: You are quite in order. 

Mr, Cuowne: If there is no one else to speak, I should like to say that I 
have had some experience of these yearly and half yearly, and I have 
watched the utility and working of the one and of the other very narrowly 
indeed. I am decidedly of opinion that a great many of the half-yearly 
meetings are a waste of money and time. As we are going on here, and 
have been going on so many years so progressively well and steadily, I ques- 
tion very much whether it would be necessary to have half-yearly meet- 
ings. Wecan receive our half-vearly dividend, and, I think, if there was 
anything the matter with the concern our directors would immediately and 
ingenuously call us together, and while we do not fear anything going on, 
I think it is better to remain as we are, especially as to the meetings, 
have known it waste a great deal of time, and I do go decidedly against it. 
We do not want to have to come here twice a year. 

The Cuaikman: Gentlemen, before I put this motion, I think it desirable 
at all events that I should give you my individual opinion, because I can- 
not, although a chairman of this company, and yery anxious to do every- 
thing with the greatest impartiality, divest myself of the position which I 
also occupy asa shareholder. I must say, from the experience I have had, 
that I think it will be detrimental to this company to have more meetings 
than we now have. This is not the first time by many that this question 
has been before us, and I thought it was at an end. When it was 
found that our profits were sufficiently large for us to be able to divide 
them into two parts, and to give an interim dividend, it seemed to 
me that a half-yearly dividend was a thing — required; and 
that has been going on now for some time, and is likely to go on. 
But I assure you, when we come to the question of our report and our 
accounts, we feel ourselves at once placed in a difficulty. As a board of 
directors we shall of course defer to your wishes, but as an individual 
—— I vote against the motion most conscientiously. If we are 

onourable men—if we are to be depended upon—we shall certainly not be 
paying you your dividends at the half-yearly term unless we have earned 
them, or see a fair chance of earning them; and why we should call you 
here to give you the most general statements—which are all we can give— 
I do not know. We cannot attempt to make calculations. Of course you 
do not ask us—naturally you do not ask us—to prepare our accounts half- 

early, because it would be simply a thousand pounds out of our pocket. 

e should have to take off our men from their work, at the time when 
they are most busy in serving our customers, to prepare an account for the 
half-yearly meeting. You do not ask us to do that, and in that regard I 
thank you. If you will be good enough not to ask usto meet you twice a 
year, however agreeable that may be, I assure you you will be conferring 
a favour upon us. As a board we do not intend to oppose this motion at 
all, but I think I may answer for every individual at the board that we do 
feel it would be an inconvenience to the company, without any benefit being 
likely to come of it that would be at all equivalent. I have felt bound to 
say so much. I hope it will not be misinterpreted. I have no other reason 
in the world for my remarks than the good of the company. While we are 
in this prosperous condition I think we should be satisfied with meeting 
once a year, especially as we promise you that, if there is anything which 
appears to be of great importance, and necessary to communicate to the 
proprietors, we will call an extraordinary meeting for the purpose. 

Dr. Beatriz: I do not waut to detain you, but I must confess that the 
observations of the honourable chairman have made me more convinced 
than ever that we should do right to have two meetings a year instead of one. 
As to the customers knowing our profits, all they look after is the amount of 
dividend, and if they find you are ge Sod or 20 per cent. they say you 
are making a good profit out of them. They do not care aboni all the 
minute details, but if we declare 15 per cent. dividend you may expect to 
hear them ask for a reduction in the price of the gas. 

The Cuarrman: After what ‘the last speaker has said, it is necessary to 
explain a little, to show whether it is not for the advantage of the company 
that the directors pursue the course they do. That which 1 object to in 
reference to half-yearly meetings is, that questions are asked which plaee 
the directors in a difficulty. Their desire, of course, is to stand well with 
their customers, and at the same time to stand well with their proprietors, 
and I say at once, whatever argument may be used to the contrary, that it 
is not usual for a manufaeturer to open his books to his customers. We 
are a joint-stock company, and it is tantamount to your asking us to open 
our books to our customers when we come here and discuss these details 
in the manner that you are doing now. I now beg to put the motion 
which Dr. Beattie has proposed and which Mr. Stokes has seconded, 

Mr. Sroxess: I wish to withdraw my seconding, if I can do so. (No, no.) 
Then I can vote against the motion. 

The CuatrMAN: I think we must put the motion, if you please. It is 
—‘ That a half-yearly meeting be held instead of a yearly meeting as 
formerly.” 

The motion was put and lost, two shareholders only voting for it. 

Dr. Bearrie: Will you be kind enough to tell us what is paid to the 
gentlemen in India? 

The CHAirMAN: They receive about 5000 rupees. 

Dr. Beatriz: Do not let it be supposed that I am putting these questions 
with any design of injuring the company. How often do they meet? 

The CHAIRMAN: Once a week; but a new arrangement is being come 
to, in accordance with which they will only meet once a fortnight down 
at the works; and in that case the fees will not amount to quite so mueh. 
They will be about 3750 rupees, 

Dr. Beattie: I only wanted to make a suggestion, that in my opinion it 
would enhance the value of their services if they had a pecuniary interest 
in theconcern. I did intend to move a resolution that it should be incum- 
bent upon them, but seeing the tone of this meeting in regard to the other 
proposition which I have made, and having regard also to the transitory 
condition which I am aware attaches to the gentlemen in Calcutta, it may 
not be possible to get those who are qualified to take such a pecuniary 
interest; but I must say, for myself, I should think it is very advisable. 
There is just one thing I should like to ask in reference to an observation 
at a former meeting about the probability of selling some of our land. No 
doubt the time will come when you will be under the necessity of extending 
our works, and I should like to ask, therefore, whether you retain all the 
frechold property. 

The CuarrMAN: It was simply that some day or other, when we knew 
the extent of our requirements, we should have the option of petes with 
some of our land. 144 acres of land is never likely to be wanted at Howrah. 
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Dr. Beatriz: All I wanted to know was that it had not been sold. I do 
‘|not ask about the quantity. 

The Cuatrman: I understand you do not intend to make a motion. 

Dr. Beattie: No. 

_ Mr. Cuowne: I quite agree with Dr. Beattie that it would be very de- 
sirable if the gentlemen who act as the local board out in India were 
qualified. I think it would sound better if it could be carried out. It may 
be worth your thought. 


The Cuarrman: I think it is desirable just to state that it is rather an 
unpractical suggestion. We should have had no committee at all, or, at all 
events, only very second-rate men, if it had been made an indispensable con- 
dition. Wecould not have gone to the first men in Calcutta. We did go 
to the first men there, and there was a gentleman—I think his name was 
Fraser—Mr. Hugh Fraser—who did us the justice to state when we had 
formed our committee that we could not have found three better men in 
the whole of Calcutta. None of these were shareholders, and we could 
not have gone to them if we had been obliged to say, “ You must hold shares.” 
We have felt the benefit of their being our committee, and we have been 
always able to make satisfactory arrangements. As I say, to go to a first- 
rate man in Calcutta and say, “ Now, we can give you the option of be- 
coming one of our committee-men if you will hold 25, 50, or 100 shares,” 
would be simply an insult. There may be many of these men who are 
members of the highest commercial firms, and who have not the power to 
hold shares in a concern of this kind, and we should be shutting ourselves 
out from them. There happens to be a gentleman from Calcutta now in 
the room, and I would ask him as a favour to be good enough to give us his 
opinion on that point ex officio. We have no desire on this side of the 
board, however much we may seem sometimes to be in opposition to the 
proprietors, to do anything but that which shall be for the good of the com- 
pany, and it is absurd to wee wes that we are doing anything for the sake 
of indulging our own private feelings; it really is nothing of the kind. 

Dr. Beattie: Is there any obiection to giving the names of your com- 
mitteemen? 

hg] CuAtrMAN: No; we shall be happy to give them to you if you 
wish it. 

Mr. I. H. Ferausson: As I have been asked by the chairman to give 
my opinion on the question as to the feasibility of getting a first-rate com- 
mittee of gentlemen who would be shareholders, I have no hesitation in 
saying that I know it to be a rule in most of the principal firms to be pro- 
hibited by the deeds of partnership from holding shares in public com- 
panies. Therefore I think it would materially affect the character of the 
committee if you are only to have such men as will become shareholders. 
There is one thing I may say, and that is, that I am quite sure holding any 
number of shares would not have called forth more attention to the affairs 
of the company than has been paid by the committee. 

Mr. BAppDELEY: There is one question arising out of the discussion with 
reference to the committee in Calcutta holding shares. Twelve months ago 
)some very storng remarks were made as to the necessity of making our 

shares transferable to bearer. I then protested against the adoption of 
shares transferable to bearer. Seeing the resolution was passed, I should 

~ - ask the question how many shareholders have availed themselves 

of it 

The CHarrMAN: Not one. 

The SHAREHOLDER: That gets rid of the difficulty of partners of firms 

in Calcutta being registered as shareholders. 

The CuarrmMan: Gentlemen, we have no further business before us. 

Mr. Stokes: We cannot close this meeting without giving our best thanks 

to the chairman and directors. 

A vote of thanks was unanimously accorded. 


_ Mr. Perm: As an auditor of your company, I have very good opportuni- 
ties of judging of the energy and attention of one of the most important 
officers; for, although we necessarily look to our directors in the first place, 
we have, under their control and supervision, a gentleman who exercises 
no less authority, I may say, than the directors themselves—that is, our 
worthy secretary. When I say that he gives this concern the most un- 
tiring zeal, attention, and energy, as well as ability, I scarcely do him 
justice; and I think I speak only the sentiments of my brother co-auditor 
in telling you that I think it is impossible for any concern to be more 
zealously served than ours is by our able secretary. I feel that we shall 
not justly appreciate his services if we separate without returning our 
hearty and sincere thanks for what he has done; and I trust that, while 
this concern is so prosperous, the directors will meet what I am sure is the 
view of the proprietors by substantially recognizing, provided it is in their 
power, the services which he has rendered. I will not, however, make a 
— upon that point, but merely call upon you now to give him our best 
thanks. 

The motion was carried with acclamation. 


The Cuarrman: Gentlemen, I will just say one word with regard to your 
vote. I thank you, on the part of the directors and myself, for your kind- 
ness in recording a vote of thanks to us. It does seem rather hard, you 
know, to some of us that we should be apparently acting in opposition to 
you—(“ Not at all—not at all”)—but really we are not so. There is a ve’ 
improper view taken of it. I assure you we work very hard, and we werk 
altogether for the advantage of the company. With regard to the proposi- 
tion that has just been made, I may say we fully concur with our auditor 
in the observation that we have a most valuable officer in our secretary, 
and I ‘think we know it. With regard to the second remark that Mr. Peill 
j{made, I can only tell you that this morning, at our board meeting, before 
we came to see you, we substantially showed our sense of Mr. Hersee’s 
services. 

The Secrerary (Mr. A. Hersee): Gentlemen, I thank you most sincerely 
for the kind expression of your approval. I can only say that I takea 
deep interest in the success of the company; and, so long as I am your 
servant, you shall have the same care and attention as 1 have hitherto 
bestowed. 

The proceedings then terminated. 








EXTRAORDINARY Gas Expiosion.—A few nights since a man, while 
passing the iron pillar post letter-box in the Commercial Road, at the corner 
of Arbour Square, Stepney, stopped to light a fuzee on the top of the box, 
and directly he had done so there was a tremendous explosion of gas. The 
box was a total wreck in an instant, the front plate blown out, the smaller 
plate, with the times of delivery of letters engraved thereon, shivered, and 
the interior fittings rendered useless, Singularly enough, although there 
were seventeen letters at the bottom of the box, not one of them sustained the 
jleast injury. The cause of the accident is accounted for by the fact that a 

gas-pipe laid under the box leaked, and the box was filled with gas. 





CITY OF MOSCOW GAS COMPANY, LIMITED. 

An Extraordinary General Meeting of the Shareholders in this Company 
was held at the Terminus Hotel, Cannon Street, in the City of London, on 
Thursday, Dec. 3, for the purpose of receiving a report from the directors, 
and to decide on the recommendations therein contained. J.S. Goprrey, 
ie presided. ; 

_ The Secretary (Mr. H. C. Wiss) read the circular convening the meet- 
ing, and the following report, a ~ (4 of which had been previously sent to 
each shareholder, was taken as read :— 

Since the date of the last general meeting the board has directed its special 
attention to the following objects:—1. To ascertain the actual position of the | 
company’s undertaking at Moscow. 2. To ascertain, by the most careful esti- | 
mates, the probable development of the use of gas, and the consequent income | 
to accrue to the company during the next few years. 3. To mature a scheme | 
for the liquidation of the floating fiabilities of the company, with a view to secure | 
to the shareholders an ultimate return to their original capital. 

Up to the date of the last meeting the board had been obliged to adopt much | 
information which had been collected at second hand from Moscow; but, consider- | 
ing the grave position the affairs of the pany had d, the directors decided 
that their next report should be based upon their own personal observation and 
knowledge acquired on the spot. 

With these objects in view, four of your directors, appointed by the board as a 
committee for that purpose—viz., Messrs. Blake, Gibbs, Godfrey, and Hawkins— 
proceeded to Moscow in June last. The secretary of the International Financial 
“ae accompanied the committee. 

With the assistance of Mr. Leslie, the company’s general manager, the committee 
examined in great detail the past operations of the company, and in conjunction 
with him they prepared estimates of the probable i e in the ption of 
gas, and the manufacturing profit derivable therefrom, during the next three years, 
together with an estimate of the proceeds to be derived from the realization of | 
existing assets, which, with the consent of the shareholders, may be made to | 
supplement the income of the company during the first three years. The result of 
these estimates is, at the present rate of exchange, as follows :— 











Net profits for the year ending June 30, 1869. . £13,000 0 0 

se * 2 1870. 25,000 0 0 

pa a ae 1871, 35,500 0 0 
——_ £73,500 0 0 

Coal in St. Petersburg, after allowing for deterioration by ex- 
posure and accumulated charges . . . . « + «© «© « 000 0 0 
Coals at Moscow, 45,000 tons (less 20 per cent. depreciation) . 7,200 0 0 
Sundry debtors and otherassets . . . . « «» es we @ 5,800 0 0 

Fittings, calculated to produce at least £5000 per annum . 15,000 0 

Total during three years . - £110,500 0 0 


Or an average income of £36,833 per annum. 

The estimates and calculations having been prepared with a statement of the 
liabilities of the company, and the committee having reason to believe that a portion 
of the required additional capital could be floated in Moscow, they opened negotia- 
tions with one of the leading bankers, and other influential gentlemen of that city. 
who, after going carefully into the calculations referred to, and discussing fully 
with the committee the present position and future ray of the company, ex- 
pressed themselves satisfied of the reasonableness of the calculations, and were of | 
opinion that the results in practice would be even more favourable than the above | 
estimates. | 

Although the proposals were most favourably received, the committee were | 
informed that, owing to the absence from Moscow of many of the influential in- | 

habitants during the summer season, nothing could be done until the month of 
October or November. 

The committee then returned and made its report to the board. The prospect of | 
obtaining local aid appeared so important to the directors (not only in a pecuniary 
point of view, but also as a means of more rapidly developing the company’s busi- } 
ness in Moscow), that, looking to the favourable position of the negotiations which | 
the committee had set on foot, it was the unanimous opinion of the board that it | 
would be undesirable to call a meeting of the shareholders until the final result of | 
these negociations was known, more especially as the International Financial | 
Society readily agreed to defer enforcing their claims in the meantime. | 

From the end of July until October your directors had good reason to hope that | 
satisfactory arrangements would be come to in Moscow. It has since, however, 
become evident that nothing can be done to obtain substantial assistance in that 
market, except on terms which the directors are not prepared to recommend for the 
adoption of the shareholders. | 

The directors consider, therefore, that the time has now arrived when a meeting | 
of the proprietors should be convened to enable the board to place before them this 
report, and to suggest a scheme for raising the amount of capital required for the 
discharge of the liabilities of the company. | 

The directors deem it important that the shareholders should be enabled to form 
a deliberate judgment as to the expediency and value of the financial measures | 
which the board now propose to submit, and they therefore proceed to offer the | 
following remarks. | 

Coat.—If the financial measures now proposed are adopted and carried out by | 
the proprietors, the coal at St. Petersburg, now in security to creditors of the | 
company, will be released, and the stock will be nearly sufficient for the require- 
ments of the present and next winter. 

At the time when the committee was in Moscow the transfer of the railway from 
the Government to a company was arranged, and the committee received assurances | 
from the new proprietors that the reduction in the tariff so long — by the || 
Government would be immediately carried out. Since the return of the committee || 
from Moscow this question has been pushed forward with great activity by Mr. | 
Leslie, and the following very satisfactory arr ts have been effected :— |! 
The Nicolai Railway will for the future allow free storeage of the company’s coal | 
for six months from the date on which it may be placed on the premises of the | 
railway, and the charge for loading and carriage to Moscow will, for the future, | 
during the season when the largest supply is required, be at the rate of 11 copecks || 
instead of 16 copecks (as heretofore) per pood—in English weights and money a 
difference of about 9s. per ton. | 

Unfortunately, the storeage rent on the coal up to September last belonged to the | 
Government, and as the matter stands at present, rent to that date has to be paid. 
The directors are, however, petitioning the Government for exemption from this 
charge, and they believe that a large portion of it will be remitted ; in the meantime, 
however, they have taken the coal in their estimates at the higher price. 

Having regard to the deterioration which it is generally believed the coal must 
have undergone from long exposure in St. Petersburg, the board has thought it pru- 
dent in its calculations to make a deduction of 20 per cent. in the value of the stock 
on hand, although the actual results hitherto obtained at the works lead the directors 
to believe that the allowance is excessive. | 

Gas-Works In Moscow.—These have been so frequently described to the share- 
holders, that it is only necessary to say, that the committee found that as buildings, 
in strength and magnitude, they are worthy of all that has been said in their favour ; 
nevertheless, in the absence of any representative of Smith, Knight, and Co., in 
Moscow, their sub-contractor, M. Van der Made, and again his sub-contractors, have 
so frequently disputed their responsibilities, that portions of the internal works were 
either neglected or badly constructed, in spite of the urgent protests and representa- 
tions of the pany’s general ger. The defects in M. Van der Made’s work 
have now been remedied in all important points, at the company’s expense, and the 
company hold the contractors liable for the costs so incurred. 

Gas-Frrrines.—The proprietors will remember that fittings which in the accounts 
submitted to them in April, 1868, were valued at £59,351 5s., had been sent to 
Moscow. The directors are apprehensive that loss will be sustained by the company 
under this head. In former estimates, the board considered itself justified in pre- 
suming, that these fittings would be applied and paid for during the next three years, 
at prices which would not only return to the company the original cost, but a fair 
profit also. This belief was grounded upon the fact that an agreement had been | 
entered into between the company and Messrs. Riedenger and Co., under which the ; 
whole of the unapplied fittings would have been taken and paid for by that firm at 
a specified date. It has, however, been ascertained that Messrs. Riedenger had not 


























satisfied the requirements of Russian law in regard to trading in Moscow, and this 
fact may complicate the position of the company with that firm. 



































——— 


878 


THE JOURNAL OF GAS LIGHTING. WATER SUPPLY, & SANITARY IMPROVEMENT. 


(Dee. 8, 1868. 








The committee ,have ascertained that many of the fittings are not of the descrip- 
tion most suitable for Moscow, and the realization of the stock on hand must neces- 
sarily be slow; but the prospects of the company one the hope, that when the 
larger public establishments in Moscow require to be fitted up for the consumption 
of gas, the greater portion of those fittings will become available. 
Manvracture or Gas.—The board regret to say that during the half year ending 
the 30th of June the manufacture of gas was carried on at a loss, but the board are 
confidently of opinion that this result forms no criterion of the future prospects of 
the company. During the period referred to the average number of private lights in 
‘ operation was 22,780, 
The incomplete state of the works, in many important particulars, caused the 
manufacture of gas to be carried on under very serious disadvantages, and much 
costly labour was rendered necessary by the want of essential appliances within the 
works ; the absence of a proper water supply occasioned an amount of difficulty and 
‘expense which can scarcely be appreciated in this country, and the retorts were so 
badly set that it was impossible to raise the temperature to a satisfactory point. 
| It would be impossible to inform the proprietors, within the limit of any report, of 
the enormous difficulties under which the past working has been conducted. Smith, 
Knight, and Co., having left their sub-contractors to themselves in Moscow without 
! supervision or control, the native tradesmen and others employed by these sub-con- 
tractors have, rightly or wrongly, from time to time, availed themselves of Russian 
law, and have never ceased to harass all concerned by retention or seizures of portions 
of the works, under colour of authority, as indemnity for payments alleged to be due 
| to them from the contractors, by which the general manager was kept in a state of 
| chronic litigation and embarrassment, and only the most determined action on his 
| part prevented the entire stoppage of the works. It was, in fact, only by the employ- 
ment of large bodies of extra workmen that the works were protected against 
constant attempts made to destroy and damage the property of the company. 
These obstructions are now removed, and the directors believe that the result of 
the future working will be satisfactory; a greater number of lights are now fitted 
rand being supplied; the works are in good working order; the water supply is 
perfect and in full operation; most of the retorts have been re-set, and those 
defective made good ; and the company was, in July last, placed in legal possession 
by the Russian courts of the whole of the works. The coal, moreover, will in future 
cost less in Moscow than heretofore, and as the number of lights increases, and when 
an additional main is laid next year, to supply the lower parts of the town, a con- 
siderable reduction may be expected in the item of leakage, which has hitherto, of 
necessity, borne an undue proportion to the consumption. It should also be 
mentioned that the greater portion of the coke delivered during the six months was 
sold at low prices, some time before, with a view to stimulate a strong demand for an 
entirely new article of fuel. The price was, in many cases, as low as 17 copecks per 
pood ( wa! ton). 
Coxe.—The proprietors will be prepared, from the foregoing, to learn that great 
difficulty was at first experienced in disposing of this most important product at 
anything like a remunerative price, and stock accumulated to the extent of some 3000 
ns. In Moscow (where the only fuel had been wood) the article of coke was 
almost unknown, and, consequently, a market had to be created. This state of 
things, under the judicious action of the a manager, lasted but a short time, 
and the temptation of low prices has created a demand which has gone on steadily 
increasing, until the whole accumulation has been disposed of, and there have lately 
been eager purchasers at 22 copecks per pood, some sales having been made as high 
as 26 copecks, or 44s., perton. The directors have, however, not exceeded 24 copecks 
in their estimates, whilst for the first year they have taken the price at 22 copecks. 
Tar.—The sales of this article have been very small; such parcels, however, as 
have been sold have fetched highly remunerative prices, but the directors do not 
uote these as a criterion of value. The board are led to hope that the extension of 
the railway system in Russia, and the proximity of Nijni, and other points of contact 
with water communication, will open up a good demand. Failing this, with slight 
expense the tar can be used for heating the retorts, thus leaving available a larger 
quantity of coke for sale. 
Native Gas-propuctne Propucrs.—From information which the committee 
obtained during their visit to Russia, and from experiments recently carried out at 
the company’s works, there is every reason to believe that ere long native products 
may be obtained in sufficient quantities, and at prices which will render the opera- 
tions of the company independent, or nearly independent, of English coal. This, 
however, is as yet a matter of speculation, which the board think it right to mention 
to the shureholders as an element of possible advantage in the future, but which they 
have not taken into account in their estimates. 
Demanp ror Gas.—At the present time the state of the lighting is as follows :— 
1. Public Lights, 3107:— 
By the terms of the original concession, the company, after the first four years, is 
under an obligation to increase the number of public lights, if demanded, at the rate 
of 500 lamps a year. In the estimates the board have taken the largest number that 
can be called for by the Douma, 
2. Public Lights :— 
Fitted to date, 27,021 burners, of which are expected 








nen eee. « « 6 «2 « ws « « SR 
Being fitted, and under contract to take gas this winter 729 
Ee Go Oe pte Sind eles tee | 

In negotiation, and which are expected to burn this 
CE a? og. hi" Gi Ab ue he ee Ne 612 

— 32,000 

Estimates prapeet for the following public buildings, 

the fitting of which cannot be finished this season :— 
Nicholas Railway Station . . . . .. =. ~~ 1,000 
Palace(Kremlin). . .... » ‘ ° 704 
| See ee ee 150 
Theatre School. . . . . 6 «© 150 


2,004 

The company has always looked forward to the acquisition of the theatres, 
numbering some 6500 lights. Hitherto these establishments have been lighted by 
the Portable Gas Company, and so profitable has this consumption been to that 
undertaking, that it has been maintained for nearly two years by little other means, 
the large majority of its private consumers having deserted it in favour of this 
company. 

The criginal concessionaires made the supply of the theatres a prominent feature in 
their calculations, and although every effort has since been used by the company’s 
manager to secure it, it is only within the last few weeks that he has completed final 
arrangements with the Government for the supply; the price is to be the same per 
light as charged to private consumers, and the necessary connexions are now being 
made. This addition brings the total of private lights, fitted and being fitted, to 
34,250. The other estimates for public buildings, referred to above, are still under 
consideration by the authorities. 

The committee were particularly struck, when in Moscow, by the small progress 
which had been made in superseding the older methods of lighting, the private gas- 
lights forming but a very small proportion of the lighting medium. Many of the 
large cafés, and almost all the smaller places of entertainment, are still lighted by 

troleum or oil; the number of private houses which take the company’s gas is 
insignificant, and into most of the large public buildings for which Moscow is famous, 
and in which gaslight would be productive of the greatest comfort and economy, the 
company has not yet been allowed to penetrate. 

Time has proved that the estimates originally framed as to the number of lights 
which the company would secure were wrong, so far as related to the period at which 
it was alleged they would be secured ; but the committee are strongly of opinion 
that the ultimate requirements of the city will reach, if they do not exceed, the 
120,000 burners which the works are constructed to supply. 

Some of the most valuable districts for lighting purposes are unfortunately situated 
“* horspérimétre,” and are not yet reached by the company’s mains. In these 
districts it is estimated that 34,000 lights will be required, chiefly for the supply of 
factories and other large establishments. 

Whilst in Moscow the committee took great pains to verify the correctness of this 
latter estimate ; but as, in practice, it has been found impossible to secure from con- 
sumers a legal agreement to take gas, until such time as the company is in a position 
at once to su ply it, it cannot be said that these 34,000 lights are to be immediately 
secured ; still it may be safely assumed that a very large number will be acquired by 





importance, the directors have provided for the cost in their estimates of money 


the company so soon as the mains are laid; and as the work is one of great 


per annum for each lamp burning 2000 hours, and consuming 5 cubic feet per hour. 
Upon the past working this has resulted in a serious loss, and, in the estimates of 
future working, this element of loss has been taken into account; it will be seen that 
the contract with the Douma is, therefore, a heavy burthen upon the company’s 
operations. By the terms of the concession, moreover, a reduction has to be made 
upon the price now charged, in proportion as the cost of gas is diminished by a 
reduction in the price of coal placed in Moscow, or by the use of native material. 
The board, however, consider that any reduction in the price which can be exacted 
by the Douma will be more than compensated for by the increased consumption in 
private lights. 

The prices now charged to private consumers are those mentioned in the directors 
last report, namely, 3 roubles 50 copecks per 1000 cubic feet, falling to 3 roubles 10 
copecks per 1000 according to the quantity of gas consumed. At these prices, your 
directors believe, nearly the whole lighting of the city must ultimately be secured. 
GENERAL Manacer.—The directors desire to express to the shareholders the 
high opinion which they have formed of the conduct of Mr. Leslie, under circum- 
stances which have rendered his position one of extreme difficulty and anxiety. He}; 
has been attacked by opp ts of the Pp in every conceivable way, but the 
result has been that whilst he has hitherto successfully resisted all encroachments 
upon the rights and property of the company, he has earned the respect and good- 
will of the most respectable and influential portion of the citizens. 

LIABILITIES OF THE ComPANY.—On the 31st of December next the liabilities of the 
company will stand as follows, inclusive of interest to that date :— 








Sundry creditors, forloans matured. . . . . . . . £334,484 0 0 
Debentures, of which the greater portion fall due in De- 
cember, 1871,and June, 1872 . . .... =... 91,800 0 0 
Sundry other creditors - . . 2. 1 0 ow ew ew eo 8 8 7,265 0 0 
Total ascertained liabilities . . . . . . £433,549 0 0 
Estimated further outlay, which it is de- 
sirable to incur next year, for canaligation 
** horspérimétre” and main under river . £36,000 0 0 
During the next three years, for erection of 
Aes ie Be 
Payments yet to be made on account of 
works left incomplete by contractors . . 4,500 
44,500 0 0 


£478,019 0 0 


In addition, however, to the above sum, the directors regret to add that, since the 
date of their last report, claims of a most extraordinary character have been made 
against the company in Moscow. The directors are resisting these claims, which 
they consider of the most monstrous and unjustifiable kind, by every means in their 
power, and they fully believe that these demands will be successfully resisted. As 
the above-mentioned debentures are not within the control of the proprietors, it 
may be difficult to induce the debenture-holders to accept payment immediately ; 
this has been considered and provided for in the scheme now submitted. 

Upon a full consideration of the present position of the company, the directors 
are of opinion that it would be useless to propose any scheme for raising new capital 
which would not provide for the extinction of all the liabilities of the company, 
including the existing debentures, and for the construction of the new works, 
without which the value of the property of the company cannot be fully developed. 
Unless all the liabilities are met the company will be exposed to constant peril, 
and the directors, therefore, think that the amount of new capital which they 
should be authorized to raise should not be less than £530,000. It is probable that 
the whole of this large sum may not be required, but in order to provide against all 
contingencies, power to raise it should, in the opinion of the directors, be given. 

The directors have anxiously considered in what form it would be most advisable 
to propose that this sum should be raised. It is necessary, on the one hand, to take 
care that no holder of the new capital should be able, in case of default or delay in 
payment of interest, to wind up the company; and, on the other hand, to offer 
terms which, whilst attractive, would still leave a prospect of ultimate advantage to 
the existing proprietors. 

In order to obviate the risk of a future winding up of the company, it seems 
necessary that the new issue should be one of preference shares and not of deben- 
tures, and it seems possible to reconcile the interests of the holders of this prefer- 
ence capital with the interests of the present shareholders by offering the former a 
fixed rate of interest at 6 per cent., together with a moiety of the further profits of 
the undertaking, until 10 per cent. shall be earned on the whole paid-up capital of 
the company. 

The directors beg, therefore, to suggest the following scheme :— 

Preference shares to be issued at par to an amount not exceeding £530,000, bear- 
ing interest at the rate of 6 per cent. per annum, and entitling the holders to one- 
half of the profits after payment of this preferential interest, until the limit of 10 

er cent. on the whole paid-up capital of the company is reached. Any deficiency 
in the profits of any one year to provide the 6 per cent. interest on the preference 
shares, to be made good out of any available assets in the company’s hands, or, if 
necessary, out of the profits of future years. The capital of such preference shares 
to rank in priority to the ordinary shares, should the company be subsequently 
placed in liquidation, voluntary or otherwise. 

The Articles of Association would be revised and amended to meet this provision, 
and the powers of borrowing, now vested in the directors, revoked, and limited to 
the decision of the preference shareholders in general meeting. 

The directors would propose that the preference capital so created should be 
redeemed by annual drawings, onkending over 30 years, commencing in June, 1875, 
at the price of £110 for every £100 of preference shares; for that purpose the 
amount of 28s. per cent. per annum, together with the 6 per cent. interest on the 
preference shares paid off in each year, would suffice. As the preference shares are 
extinguished, under the operation of this sinking-fund, the surplus profits to which 
such shares would have been entitled shall revert to, and become the property of, 
the ordinary shareholders, At the expiration of 30 years from the date on which 
the concession was granted to this company—viz., on the 29th of January, 1895— 
the Douma has the right to purchase the works at a price equal to the aggregate 
net earnings of the company during the previous ten years. In the event of the 





Douma exercising this right, the preference shares which may remain unredeemed 


money, at the price of £110 for each £100 of nominal value. 

After 10 per cent. has been earned on the whole paid-up capital of the company, 
the claims of the concessionaires begin to operate, and, in order to avoid compli- 
cation, it would, in the opinion of the directors, be advisable not to pass this limit 
in fixing the advantages conceded to the holders of the preference capital. Sup- 
posing these limits were attained, the scheme would work as follows ;— 


Preference capital . . . . . 2 « « . £530,000 0 0 
ee ee ee 608,476 0 O 
TOM 2 es et we et el 6 6B ee 


£10 per cent. on this amount would be. . . . . . £113,847 0 0 
Six per cent. on £530,000 . . . . . . £31,800 0 
Sinking-fund on ditto (£1 8s. percent.) . 7,420 


oc: 


39,220 0 0 
ee a £74,627 0 0 
for division as under :— 
Half surplus profits to be paid to holders of preference s 
ON 6, es ens, oe es ee oe ee © 
Half surplus profits to be paid to holders of present shares 37,313 10 0 
If the concern were freed from the pressure of liabilities, and were properly 
developed, the directors think that even these high figures might ultimately be 
reached, and, in that case, the holders of the preference capital would be receiving 
13 per cent. annual interest, and the present shareholders would be receiving over 
6 per cent., increasing as the preference capital is extinguished under the operation 
of the sinking-fund. a 2 ole 4 
What those who advance the preference capital will primarily consider, however, 
is, whether there is a satisfactory prospect of getting from the outset 6 per cent. on 


having regard to the estimates given on page 1 of this report, showing the funds 





required. 





‘RICE OF Gas.—The price at present paid for public lamps is 14 roubles 50 copecks 


which will be available for this purpose during the next three years. In the fourth 


at that date will be paid off from the first receipts on account of the purchase- 


their money; and the directors are of opinion that they may reasonably rely on this, | | 
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year the profits on alone will, it is estimated, much more than provide the 
amount of preferential interest. 

The directors think, therefore, that the holders of preferential capital would have 
an investment secure from the outset, and, in the course of a few years, highly 
advantageous. But they are perfectly aware that even under these circumstances 
it may be very difficult to obtain so large an amount, and unless a sum sufficient to 
a for all the requirements of the company is obtained, the directors would 
eel bound, in justice to the subscribers, not to make any allotment of the pre- 
ference shares, 

In conclusion, the directors regret to add that, since the commencement of the 
company’s operations in Moscow, it has been surrounded by a clique of persons 
who have thrown every obstacle in the way of its success, and have used every 
exertion to discredit it with the public. By keeping afloat constant rumours of the 
sooty dissolution of the company and closing of the works, consumers have been 

scouraged, and in this way alone incalculable injury has been inflicted upon the 
company, and the develop t of its busi has been retarded. The result of the 
cnmgeny » operations has hitherto been most disappointing, but the directors do 
not doubt that the property of the company is in itself a valuable one, and that the 
profits derived from the consumption of gas in Moscow, when its use has become 
general in the city and its suburbs, will be very large. 

The CHarRMAN : Gentlemen, it will be in your recollection that at our 
meeting in the month of May last your then chairman (Mr. Blake) told you 
‘that he occupied the chair only at the request of his colleagues and some of 

the principal shareholders po | creditors of the company, as well as of the 
committee of consultation. Since that time he has continued to occupy a 
seat at the board until recently. He accompanied the other three members 
who were appointed a committee to visit Moscow, and he has rendered us 
every assistance in his power. He afterwards resigned his seat, and on his 
resignation a short time ago my colleagues did me the honour to elect me in 
his stead. I felt the less hesitation in occupying the position they offered 
me from the fact that, haying been co-operating with them during the pre- 
vious six months, I found that we had, on the most important questions, 
but one opinion. I found that the object of every member of the board was 
this—the protection of the interests of the shareholders, and the advancement 
of those interests, subject only to the just claims of the creditors, Under 
those circumstances I accepted the post to which they did me the honour to 
elect me. With these preliminary remarks, I will now proceed to make 
some further observations, taking the report as my text. The report has 
informed you that the directors considered it expedient that, instead of 
coming before you and informing you what had been told them by other 
people, as had hitherto been the case from the formation of the company— 
which information, on many previous occasions, had unfortunately been 
ve many ey | should for themselves ascertain the position of affairs 
in Moscow; that they should for themselves ascertain what business the 
company were doing and were likely to do; and also that they should put 
themselves in communication with the Douma and some of the official 
persons in that city. This step was not undertaken because we had the 
slightest want of confidence in our manager at Moscow, but because we 
thought it our duty to go and examine for ourselves, so that we might be 
able to make a more satisfactory report to you afterwards. Accordingly, in 
the month of June last, four of the directors visited Moscow, and were 
absent from this country about six weeks. They spent over three weeks at 
Moscow, and some time at St. Petersburg, entirely on the business of the 
company. At St. Petersburg we inspected the large stock of coals which 
eonenmnny Se directors had accumulated there, in consequence of the 
reports circulated as to the enormous extent of lighting which would be re- 
quired, A quantity of these coals still remain at St. Petersburg—sufiicient, 
as we believe, or nearly sufficient, for next winter’s consumption. At 
Moscow we inspected the works and made ourselves thoroughly acquainted 
with the general system of conducting the business. We advised with Mr. 
Leslie on several Papert matters then pending, and went very carefully 
with him into calculations as to the pe Bm increase of business, and the 
profits to be derived from that increase. We were introduced by Mr. Leslie 
to various members of the Douma, to the deputy-mayor, and other official 
persons, and also to some of the merchants of the city intimately acquainted 
with matters in that country, the directors of theatres, and the Minister of 
Public Works, with whom we conferred as to the rate of charges which had 
been exacted for the transit of coals, and se on. After having prepared the 
calculations which are given in the report, we put ourselves in communica- 
tion with a banker of great eminence and high position in Moscow, and, 
through him, with some of the most influential of the inhabitants there, with 
a view to ascertain whether there was a possibility of floating any portion of 
our new capital in that city. Our object in doing so was twofold—we were 
very desirous, in the first place, to make the people of Moscow themselves 
interested in the success of the company, believing that our business would 
be more readily developed if such were the case; and in the second place, 
if a portion of the capital could be floated there, it would certainly ease 
our shareholders, and give them very considerable confidence in raising the 
remainder. We felt that any sacrifices we might make by placing capital 
there would be more than compensated by the additional business we should 
obtain. Our representations were very favourably received; they con- 
sidered the estimates we laid before them very reasonable; in fact, they 
thought we had underrated the favourable results which are likely to be 
secured in the next three years. We were told, however, that it was of no 
use going further with the matter at the time; that the principal members 
of the Douma, and other influential inhabitants, were absent from Moscow, 
as usual in the summer season, and that until they returned, in the month 
of October, nothing could be done. I should tell you that the committee 
themselves returned very favourably impressed both with the probable in- 
crease of the business and the profits-to be derived from that increase, as 
well as with the general position of our affairs in Moscow. The report has 
informed you that Mr. Michael, the able and intelligent secretary of the 
International Financial Society, accompanied the committee to Moscow, and 
it was mainly, I apprehend, owing to the favourable report he gave of what 
he then saw that the directors of that society expressed their willingness 
not to press us for payment immediately of the amount they have a claim 
upon us for. No doubt they were told by their secretary that their security 
was inerrnns and increasing in value, and the fact was they expressed 
their willingness not to press us, but to allow time to complete our negotia- 
tions. Ultimately we found that we could not float this capital in Moscow ; 
that the terms which the Moscow people required as to the general manage- 
ment of the company, as to the remuneration of the directors, &c., were 
such as we could not recommend you to agree to, considering that this is 
an English company, and that the on part of the capital has been found 
by English proprietors, Under these circumstances we are compelled to 
come to you to consider a scheme for raising the whole amount of the capital 
required. I will-now proceed to comment on the observations in the report, 
and the details there given with reference to the position of the com- 

ny. I have already told you that we inspected the stock of coals. 

ith regard to the transit of coal, I should tell you that we have 
been till recently paying at the rate of 16 copecks per pood, which 
is about 27s. 6d. per ton, for the conveyance of coal from St. Petersburg 











to Moscow. There was an arrangement by which we were entitled to 
convey our coal in empty waggons at the rate of 11 copecks, but the 
Minister of Works, who had the charge of the railway, said, ‘‘ If you like to 
convey ped coal in that way we shall charge storeage rent, and so make it 
up to 16 copecks;”’ so that in either case we had to pay the same amount for 
transporting our coal from one place to the other. ‘hat state of things has 
now n altered; the railway management has changed hands, and the 
Nicolai Railway will for the future allow free storeage of coal. Mr. Leslie 
has been in communication with the directors, and the result is that when 
we want to convey the larger supply of coals to Moscow we shall be able to 
do it at the rate of 11 copecks my pood, the effect of which will be that the 
coal, instead of costing us nearly 50s. per ton on the works, will stand us in 
40s, It will naturally be supposed that, owing to the time the coal has 
been stored at St. Petersburg, it has undergone considerable deterioration. 
That was our opinion, and therefore, in estimating the profits to be derived 
from the manufacture of gas in the next three years, we have made an 
allowance of no less than 20 per cent. for depreciation, But I am happy to 
inform you that, with regard to the coal recently transferred to Moscow, 
Mr. Leslie has made trials, and finds that it is very little deteriorated, and 
that he gets good results in the watine. fou must know that, up to the 
present time, all our working during the last year was the working up of 
coal which we could only convey to Moscow from hand to mouth as we 
could find money to pay for transit. We were always short of funds, and 
the consequence was that the coal in winter was full of frost and snow, and 
we were carrying 10 or 15 per cent. of ice in the coal—a very unprofitable 
thing to convey by railway—and the coal was in a very bad condition when 
it came into charge at Moscow. Owing to the arrangements we have made 
with the International Financial Society, we have been enabled to convey 
during the last summer season the whole of the coal required for the winter 
consumption at Moscow in good condition. The result of that is shown in 
the trial which Mr. Leslie has made of it, and I trust we shall show still 
better results in our next year’s accounts in consequence. The next thing 
I have to refer to is the gas-works themselves, e report tells you that 
‘in strength and magnitude they are worthy of all that has. been said in 
their favour.’ It is, in fact, that which constitutes our misfortune. No 
doubt, if you have works capable of supplying 120,000 lights, and have 
only 30,000 lights to supply, three-fourths of your capital must be lying idle 
pe unproductive, and that, in a great measure, accounts for our present 
misfortunes. 

A Proprietor: And also from some works having been done twice over. 

The CuHarrMAN: As to the condition of the works, we found that all the! 
retorts had been very badly set—so badly set, in fact, that not only could 
not the proper heat be obtained in them, the furnaces being much too small, 
but they were set without sufficient supports, and the consequence was that 
many of them were almost destroyed; and the mouthpiece ends were cracked 
and leaky. Altogether, they were so defective that it became necessary to 
reset them, and to cast new mouthpiece ends to make them serviceable. In 
fact, on examination it was found necessary not only to reset those in use, 
but also all the others, to preserve them from further injury. I believe the 
ordinary period of the life of a retort is about 28 months, but these were de- 
stroyed in little more than 12 months. This was a charge which, in our| 
present circumstances, came very heavy ; but it is satisfactory to know that} 
we have “retention money” to the amount of £3000 in hand, which we 
shall not pay over, because we are entitled to set off, not only the resetting! 
of the retorts, but the cost of other defects of M. Van der Made’s work. | 
With regard to the gas-fittings, you were told in May last that the stock) 
was valued at £59,351. That was the balance of a much larger amount of | 
stock, which the directors had sent out upon the misrepresentations of their} 
former inspector-general, who led them to believe that the whole city of 
Moscow was to be in a blaze of light simultaneously. An arrangement had 
been entered into with the firm of Riedenger and Co.—a highly respectable | 
firm, carrying on business at Augsburg—for the purpose of purchasing the| 
gas-fittings, in the supply of which they were to have the exclusive mono- 
poly, subject to certain control and a tariff of prices. It turned out, how-| 
ever, unfortunately that the firm in Moscow called “ Riedenger and Co.’’| 
were not identical with the firm in Augsburg and St. Petersburg. It con-| 
sisted of some of the members of that firm, but it also consisted of, and was| 
under the management of certain other gentlemen. The consequence has| 
been that the arrangement has been of a most unsatisfactory character; the| 
work was very badly done, the subject of constant complaint; and our 
manager has had very great difficulty in getting those complaints remedied. | 
In fact, the trouble and expense occasioned in looking after Messrs. Riedenger | 
and Co., and their work, been about as much as if we had had to do the 
fittings ourselves. The time has now arrived, or will shortly arrive, in| 
which, under their contract, they are bound to take the whole balance of| 
the fittings in use, and to pay for them by instalments during the following} 
three months. Thereupon they raise some difficulty, and, on looking over! 
matters, we find that, by the Russian law, they have not complied with the| 
necessary regulations for trading in Moscow, the consequence of which, [| 
appwehend, will be that they have no remedy against us, and that they have| 
probably subjected themselves to certain penalties. At all events, we are in| 
this position—that if the agreement is good and binding, and Riedenger and 
Co., of Moscow, are able to pay the amount, they will have to pay, by instal- 
ments, during the next three months, about £50,000, the balance of the value 
of the fittings—a consummation most devoutly to be wished for. On the 








other hand, if the contract is bad, we may either rescind it, or we may enter 
into a new and modified contract with them. Any one of these three courses, |' 
I think, would place us in a much better position as regards the fittings than 
we are at present, and therefore I regard that. matter as satisfactory. In our}| 
report we go on to refer to the incomplete state of the works, and tell you 
that the water supply was insufficient, and the retorts badly set, so that it 
was impossible to raise the temperature, and soon. All that is perfectly true ; 
but, moreover, during all the last winter, and, in fact, the whole time the 
works have been in operation, we have had to labour under other difficulties. 
Mr. Van der Made, the sub-contractor, claimed to hold a portion of the works 
as a sort of idemnity or security for payments which he alleged were 
due tohim. Having neglected to perform his contract, and failing to make 
the works complete, he then did his utmost to prevent the company 
receiving the caution-money to which they were entitled, on the ground that 
we had not completed our contract with the Douma. That went on for a long 
time, but latterly we have succeeded in getting the repayment of the caution- 
money. The works had been sealed up by order of the court, but the seals 
have now been taken off, and I am happy to state that we are now in legal 
occupation of the whole of the works. buries the occupation by Mr. Van 


der Made we were subject to all sorts of annoyance, and all sorts of serious 
and malicious injury. We do not know to whom it is to be attributed; I 
merely mention the fact that all these things took place during that time. 
As an instance of this, I may mention that our gasholder was wilfully cut, 
by which, of course, all the gas would have escaped had it not been discovered 
and a splice put on outside. Shortly afterwards the damage was repeated. 
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On another occasion our coke-stack was found to be on fire. On another 
occasion the governor had been tilted onone side, so that it became unsealed, 
and the consequence might have been that our works would be blown up, as 
nearly happened from a similar cause some time ago at the works at Nine 
Elms. These injuries E yaya occurred when Mr. Leslie and the other 
officials were summoned to the courts of law. Mr. Leslie, in writing to 
us some time ago, told us that during the next six weeks he should have 
to attend the courts fifteen times to give some evidence; so you may 
guess the opportunities which a malicious person would have to do us 
vgs On one occasion the mains leading to the gasholder were turned 
off ; the og aed was, the purifiers were blown up, and very serious 
damage might have been done to the works. Immediately before the winter 
season, it being necessary in Moscow to have all the gasholders enclosed in 
brick buildings, which are heated to protect the water which seals them from 
frost, Mr. Leslie, having pressed Mr. Van der Made for a long time to com- 
plete the apparatus for heating the chambers round the gasholders, was ulti- 
mately obliged toerectone himself, With regard to the water-tank, that had 
been delayed in a similar manner; and during the last winter the necessary 
water to be conveyed in for the purpose of the works by gangs of men. 
The wonder is that, under all these circumstances, the town was not in 
darkness, that the works were not destroyed, or that we were able to manu- 


that it is no wonder the results of ‘the half year’s operations were not suc- 
cessful. With regard to thut paragraph, however, in the report, I think it 
is calculated to give rise toa little misunderstanding. We say that ‘the 
manufacture of gas was carried on at a loss.” It would have been more 
correct to say that the approximate estimate of the profit and loss account 
which we had had prepared over here showed a loss. But that estimate 
contained many items on the debit side which were properly chargeable 
against last year, so that it is not the manufacture of gas which shows a 
loss, but the profit and loss account, which contained items relating to the 
previous working of the company, some of which were properly chargeable 
to capital account, or to the contractors, for the incomplete state of the 
works. With regard to the coke, we tell you that there is an active demand 
for it—so active that, notwithstanding the quantity will be larger as the 
manufacture of gas extends, we do not expect any diminution of price. 
There is no great demand at present for tar, but we hope we may be able to 
create and nurse it, as that for coke has been. Respecting native gas-pro- 
ducing products, we tell you there is a great probability that, in the course 
of the next few years, we shall be able to make gas from Russian coal. We 
saw several specimens of it, and some trials with it were made while we 
were in Moscow, from which we think we are justified in making this state- 
ment, At the same time, I do not wish to disguise from you the fact that, 
if we use entirely Russian coal, the town would be entitled to 50 per cent. 
of the saving by such use as compared with that of English coal. But I do 
not think we need apprehend anything of that sort, because I do not believe 
it will be found expedient for this company to place itself entirely in the 
hands of those who supply Russian coal. We might at the last moment find 
ourselves in a fix as to getting supplies, or we might find that it did not 
come up to the standard. Therefore I think it better to keep the power in 
our own hands, by keeping an ample stock of English coal for winter supply, 
using the Russian coal as fuel, so as to economize coke, or in aid of English 
coal, which would not bring us under the operation of the clause requiring 
us to give the town half the saving. With reference to the eclvede Waibta, 
we are rather disappointed that we have not to report a larger number. 
However, under all the circumstances, it is a subject of congratulation that 
we have as many as we have. We show you in the report that there are 
34,000 private lights completed, and that nearly the whole of them will be 
in use this winter. There are some about which we are in negotiation, and 
not actually fitted, but the mass of them is laid, and there is every proba- 
bility of the whole being in use shortly. Among these you will find that 
we have included the theatres—6500 in number—and no doubt we shall find 
in the theatres very excellent customers. They were capital customers to 
the Portable Gas Company, and we shall have more of their custom than 
our predecessors had. ere are nightly performances during eight months 
of the year, and we shall have, in addition, to supply them with lights for 
rehearsals and day performances. We look to the theatres, therefore, for a 
very large consumption, and, of course, that will bring down our leakage, 
which, up to the present time, has borne an undue proportion to the quan- 
tity of gas sold. Every one acquainted with the subject will understand 
how this is when he considers the extent of mains required to be filled. We 
have 170 miles of mains and service-pipes, and only 34,000 private and 
3000 public lights. The amount of leakage being spread over that number, 
the per centage is very large; but in proportion as the consumption in- 
creases, the leakage will necessarily diminish. Of course, when we were in 
Moscow, we took every possible opportunity of ventilating the subject of 
gas lighting with all the official personages with whom we were brought in 
contact. We represented to them the slow progress we were making in the 
public lighting; that in this respect we were behind other continental 
cities. We were, as I said, introduced to the deputy-mayor and several 
members of the Douma, all of whom received us in a most courteous 
manner, and it is pleasing to know that our relations with them are 
highly satisfactory; but they said, ‘‘ Gas is still an entirely new thing, and 
the people in Moscow are not quick to move; but it is only a question of 
jtime; you will get plenty of business by-and-by. As soon as a few more 
have taken it, others will begin to burn it, but you must have patience ; 
nothing here goes on so quickly as in your part of the world.” While in 
Moscow we made a calculation of the consumption of some of the large con- 
sumers. It had been said that in Russia the rate of consumption per 
burner would be much less than in this country, and most of our estimates 
have been based on a consumption of 3000 cubic feet per burner per annum. 
We were told this was very much over-estimated, and that in many cities 
of Russia it was much less than that. I took down the names of about 40 con- 
sumers, having altogether about 5000 burners, and I found the consumption 
averaged 4200 feet per burner. Some of our customers are very large con- 
sumers, and one club which we supply consume 1,600,000 feet per annum. 
That is the only club we supply at present, but there are several others, 
and there is no reason why we should not get them all; we believe it is 
only a question of time and patience, and that by-and-by, as in other 
places, business will come to us. There are also very large manufactories 
outside the périmétre, and to them we are now empowered to lay down 
mains which we expect will bring a large accession of business to us. With 
a view to place everything before you, we tell you that the price at present 

aid for public lamps is 14 roubles 50 copecks per annum for each lamp 
Coden 2000 hours and consuming 5 feet of gas per hour, and we tell you 
that hitherto this has resulted in a serious loss, and that in our estimates of 
future working this element of loss has been taken into account. And we 
say, “It will be seen that the contract with the Douma is, therefore, a 
heavy burthen upon the company’s operations. By the terms of the con- 
cession, moreover, a reduction has to be made upon the price now charged, 











facture gas at all. We did, however, do so; but you will agree with me | 





in Dye wee as the cost of gas is diminished by a reduction in the price of 
coal placed in Moscow, or by the use of native material.’ Now, it is per- 
fectly true that up to the present time the public lights have pressed 
very heavily upon us, and have been a very serious Joss, and you will 
observe that the public lighting up to the present time has averaged more 
than one-fourth of the entire consumption. We supply 3000 public lamps, 
and, during the whole of last winter, not exceeding 24,000 private lights ; 
and, considering that the public lamps burn all night, the consumption is 
much greater than the numerical proportion. Butas private lights increase, 
not only will the relative proportion be altered, but the leakage upon the 
whole system will become less. The consequence will be that the cost of 
the gas consumed will be much less; therefore, though we look at the 
"aapea lights as a source of loss at present, we hope by-and-by that loss will 

entirely covered, not by the greatly increased consumption, but the 
greatly increased profits, partly derived from the decreased leakage, and 
partly from the fact that our establishment charges, which, up to the pre- 
sent time, have been very heavy upon a small rental, will be actually less 
upon a larger amount of business done. “Although the price of the public 
lamps is subject to certain reductions in certain events, r do not think those 
reductions will come into operation. There is one which may have to be 
made to the extent of 2 roubles, but that will not be at present; and when 
it does come the diminished cost of material and increased economy of manu- 
facture will more than compensate for the loss occasioned, for under no 
circumstances can the public require to be supplied at a less charge than 
we are now making. By the concession we are entitled to charge 5 
copecks per 1000 cubic feet; the highest price we actually do charge 
is 3 roubles 50 copecks, so that whatever economies of manufacture 
we may introduce the public cannot claim to be supplied at a lower 
price than at present. The next paragraph in the a ory does, I think 
only justice to our general manager. You have all read it, and, therefore, 
I will only say that, considering the position which the general manager 
has to fill at Moscow, I think you will agree with me it is a position of no 
ordinary difficulty. We want there not only a gas engineer of great skill 
and ability, but a man of undoubted integrity and loyalty, a man of con- 
siderable tact and judgment, a man of great firmness and determination 
and withal a man with the manners and bearing of a gentleman. In all 
these particulars I think we are very fortunate in having Mr. Leslie as our 
manager. With regard to his relations with the officials and other persons 
in Moscow, we had the opportunity of judging from our own personal ob- 
servation. We were introduced to them by him, and he was received 
by them all in the most courteous and friendly manner. I now come, 
gentlemen, to a very unpleasant feature in our affairs, and that is with 
reference to the very large amount of our liabilities. However, there is 
nothing to be done but to look them in the face. In the first place, we tell 
you that we owe to sundry creditors for loans matured £334,484, the Inter- 
national Financial Society being the largest of these creditors. Then we 
owe upon debentures about £91,800. The last time we met the amount was 
£101,126, and I will explain to you how the deduction arises yore We 
owe to other creditors £7265, making a total of ascertained liabilities of 
£433,549. We shall require for the purpose of the canalization of the hors- 
périmetre, and also for the purpose of laying a main under the river, 

" I should mention that there is a certain low-lying part of the 
town where there are many manufactories, which, according to the present 
route taken by our mains, can only be supplied by a very high initial pres- 
sure at the works. These manufactories require gas during the summer 
time, and the consequence is that there is a great loss by leakage during 
that part of the year when we have not a large private consumption. This 
we propose to remedy by laying a main under the river, which we think 
will shortly pay its cost ‘by the economy it will effect in this respect. Then 
again, during the next three years there will be required the sum of £4000 
for the erection of public lamps, and there are yet payments to be made on ac- 
count of works left incomplete by the contractors amounting to £4500, making 
a total of £478,049. We tell you in our report that, ‘in addition, however, 
to the above sum, the directors regret to add that, since the date of their last 
report, claims of a most extraordinary character have been made against the 
company in Moscow.” I shall allude to those claims more particularly pre- 
sently. I will, therefore, confine myself now to the amount which we re- 
quire to raise. The debentures, as we have told you, are not within the 
control of the proprietors. It may be difficult to induce the debenture holders 
to accept payment immediately this has been considered and provided for 
in the scheme now submitted. I beg you to understand that, notwith- 
standing the extraordinary claims to which I have referred, the sum we pro- 
pose to raise is not for the purpose of meeting them. They are of the most 
exorbitant kind; we are resisting them, and we are advised by our legal 
adviser in Moscow that we must be successful. But, under the cir- 
cumstances, we think it is not desirable to raise a less sum than 
£530,000. As to the mode of raising it, we have carefully considered the 
question whether it should be by debentures or preference shares. De- 
bentures probably might have been more acceptable to many people, but we 
think they would not be so to others. It is an unpleasant fact that deben- 
ture holders having interest due and not paid may petition to wind the 
company up. We are none of us infallible, and there have been so many 
disappointments up to the present time in the history of this company, that, 
even with the greatest possible care, we might be again disappointed in the 
results we anticipate, and it would be very undesirable that, for the sake of 
a little a at some particular time, we should be in a position to be 
wound up. Under these circumstances, we considered it best to raise the 
new capital by way of preference shares, and we propose, therefore, to do it 
in that way. We propose to issue at par shares to an amount not exceeding 
£530,000, bearing preference interest at the rate of 6 per cent. per annum. 
In the first part of our report we tell you how we propose to raise that inte- 
rest for the next three years. We estimate that the net profits for the year 
ending June, 1869, will be £13,000; that for the year ending June, 1870, 
estimated on an increase of private lights to the extent of 46,000 in all (and 
we went very carefully into the matter, and are led to believe we may fully 
expect that increase), the net profits will be £25,000 ; and that for the year 
ending June, 1871, they will be £35,500, calculated on a further increase in 
the lighting; making a total for the three years of £73,500. The coal at St. 
Petersburg, after allowing for depreciation by exposure and accumulated 
charges, we calculate at £9000. That, I am convinced, is an under-estimate. 
All these estimates are under the mark, but this is very much so. It repre- 
sents 22,000 tons of coal, which cost us £22,000 in St. Petersburg. We 
have taken off, for the cost of conveying it to Moscow, 6 copecks per pood 
more than it is now agreed to charge. We took off, also, 20 per cent. 
for what might be considered unproductive material, and by that means we 
have sweated it down to £9000. Then we had at Moscow 4500 tons of coal 
at the time we made the estimate, and from that also we have taken off 20 
per cent. for deterioration, and valued them at £7200. There are sundry 
debtors and other assets, £5800; and from the fittings—which, as we 
showed you in the last year’s account, were valued at £56,000—we calculate 
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Objection may be taken to the fact that the receipts from coals and fittings 
are not funds properly applicable to the payment of dividend. We are per- 
fectly aware of it, but under the circumstances, and with the consent of the 
proprietors, I apprehend we should be perfectly justified if we raised the 
money by debentures to pay them out of capital; and, inasmuch as these 
shares are merely a substitute for debentures, and are raised for the payment 
of debts, we consider ourselves perfectly justified in recommending you to 
allocate these returns of capital in aid of and by way of substitute for income 
in the next three years towards the payment of dividends. These are the 
sources from which we expect to derive the means of paying the preferential 
interest. After three years there can be no doubt on the mind of any one 
that we shall have an income amply sufficient to pay the £32,000 which we 
shall require to meet the interest on these preference shares. Then as to 


pressed on us that any shares created would be more acceptable if redeem- 
able by annual drawings subject to a premium. It is a mode very popular in 
Russia, and has become very general. It has also met with much acceptance 
in this country; and we therefore propose that the preference capital shall 
be paid off at the rate of £110 for every £100; that the drawings shall 
commence in the year 1875, which will just leave us thirty years to the 
ultimate termination of our concession. It is true the Douma have the 
power, if they please, at the end of thirty years from the date of the concession 
to purchase the concern; but in that case we propose that the drawings of 
the bonds shall be anticipated, and become immediately due and payable 
out of the first receipts on account of the purchase-money at the same price. 
We thought it desirable to postpone the drawings till’ 1875, so that they 
might be co-terminous with our concession. We have given you an estimate 
ot how it will work; but I should mention that after 10 per cent. is earned 
on the paid-up capital of the company, the concessionaires are entitled to one 
||moiety of the surplus profits. We have, therefore, kept ourselves within 
the 10 per cent., so us not to complicate arrangements with the preference 
shareholders, Dealing only with 10 per cent., we shall be in a position, 
assuming that the company are reasonably successful, not only to pay 6 per 
cent. interest, but a good surplus interest to the preference ran Mad By the 
scheme of preference shares we are holding out a prospect of reversion to our 
present shareholders, which will fructify in a few years. In the opinion of 
the directors the realization of ample returns is simply a question of time. 
There is no doubt that if we were not in difficulties—i. ¢., if this were all 
|| paid-up capital embarked, we should come before you to-day and say, “‘ Gen- 
tlemen, although we are not able to pay you a dividend this year, we shall 
be able in the year after to pay you a good dividend.’”’ The whole of our 
difficulties have, in fact, arisen from the circumstance that we have had 
to raise this ene 3 I would strongly impress upon the share- 
holders the desirability of carrying out this scheme. There is no 
doubt whatever that these new shares will be ample security for the 
amount paid upon them. They are a good security in themselves, and it 
will be to the interest of the ordinary shareholders, as we consider, to take 
up these preference shares, because by doing so they will be making their 
ordinary shares, which are now comparatively valueless, of some value at 
the present moment, and bringing them up, in four or five years, to some- 
|thing like a very good and fair price. Therefore we strongly urge upon you 








the expediency of taking them up. With regard to the bondholders, I am 
aware that they do not necessarily attend these meetings, but there may be 
|shareholders here who are also bondholders. I urge upon them the expe- 
diency of taking these shares up, because they convert a security which 
now is, at all events, questionable into what is a permanent and good secu- 
rity. Whatever question there may be as to the priority of these bonds, 
one thing is certain, the mere attempt to establish it would be attended 
with great cost; whereas, if they substituted these bonds for preference 
shares, they would improve their position very much indeed. With re- 
gard to the mode in which we propose to call up the capital, should it be 
the pleasure of the shareholders to raise the money in this manner, it will 
be convenient to tell you the plan we propose to adopt. The first payment 
of £5 will be made on allotment—say, on the 3lst of December—the next 
payments would be at intervals of three months, and not exceed £5 per 
share each; £5 would therefore be payable on the 31st of March, and £5 on 
the 30th of June. After that time we do not think we should have to press you 
for very early payment of calls. We have very good reason to believe that if 
the money could be raised in this manner, satisfactory arrangements might be 
made with the International Financial Society. e believe they would be 
‘perfectly willing to take payment of the money due to them by instal- 
‘ments, and that they would reduce the rate of interest they now receive to 
|the same rate we are paying on our bonds. 


A Proprieror: Our creditors, I suppose, do not offer to take these pre- 
| ference shares in settlement of their debts? 


| The Cuarrman: I think we can hardly expect a mortgagee to come in for 
the chance of realizing an investment. He is already in a position to go in 
jas a mortgagee in possession; therefore it would not be reasonable. No, 
| gentlemen, there is no question that if we are to be helped at all we must 
help ourselves, and I think the position and prospects of the company are 
oe 4 that we are fully justified in urging upon you the expediency and 
desirability of coming forward to raise this capital. Having now exhausted 
the several paragraphs of the report, I will refer to the extraordinary 
claims made against the company in Moscow. First of all we have a large 
claim by Riedenger and Co. for fittings account. Itseemsto be very much the 
fashion in Moscow, if you havea claim against any one, for him to set up some 
monstrous and exorbitant claim in opposition. That is the only way we can 
account for the extravagant claim made upon us. We are advised that we 
need not trouble ourselves about it—in fact, we have a claim against them, 
and we believe they will altogether fail. Another claim equally extravagant 
is set up by M. Van der Made for excess of work done over and above his 
contract. M. Van der Made has never yet been recognized in Russia to 
have any just claim against this company. He has frequently put his 
claim forward, but he has never succeeded, and, I think, never will succeed. 
Another claim of £3500 is made against us by M. Bouquie, one of the 
original concessionaires. For some twelve months M. Bouquie and Mr. 
Goldsmid were the only persons recognized by the Douma of Moscow as 
the Moscow Gas Company. We had no existence whatever ; we were not en- 
titled to a transfer of the concession until 2000 public lamps had been lighted. 
In the meantime these gentlemen were the only persons to whom the Douma 
looked. M. Bouquie was in full power in Moscow, and his chief officer, 
M. Dessmond, wasinspector-general. Under these circumstances, Mr. York, 
who was a sub-contractor, complained that he was charged very high 
| prices for the carriage of his pipes from St. Petersburg to Moscow—in fact, 
\it was stated to be something like the price charged for the conveyance 
jof cutlery and manufactured goods, So far as we were concerned, it 
\made no difference whether he paid £50 or £1 per ton for the purpose. 
|M. Bouquie communicated with Mr. York, and said he could get the 
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the mode of raising this capital. While in Russia it was continually im- | 


upon realizing only £5000 per annum, and I think that is an exceedingly | 
moderate estimate, so that in the three years we expect to realize £110,500. | 





charge reduced; but he said, ‘If I do so you must allow me a per cent- 


age upon that reduction.” Mr. York agreed to give him 35 per cent. 
on any deduction he might obtain on the carriage of his goods. M. 
Bouquie then put himself in communication with the Government, 
and offered to them that if they would reduce the tariff for these particular 
goods which were being conveyed for the nominally for the concessionaires, 
he would undertake to reduce the cost of the private lighting from 5 roubles 
to 4} roubles. That was regarded, I suppose, as a very fair offer, and the 
consequence was they made the reduction; so that Mr. York, during a 
considerable period, conveyed goods from St. Petersburg to Moscow at a 
great saving—76,000 roubles gy £10,000). This came afterwards to the 
knowledge of the directors of the Moscow Gas Company, and they said M. 
Bouquie had no authority from them to make the bargain. They said, 
‘*¢ He has been making a bargain for the benefit of himself and Mr. York, 
and paying for it not out of his own money, but with the money of our 
proprietors.” Thereupon the Government were indignant with M. Bouquie, 


| and they said, ‘‘ From this time the rate goes up again; and not only so, but 





we consider ourselves entitled to recover from Mr. York the 76,000 roubles 
which we have remitted.’’ The time came when it was absolutely necessary to 
get an assignment of the concession from M. Bouquie and Mr. Goldsmid, 
He was called upon to do so, having entered into a deed of covenant bindin 
himself in the most solemn manner to make the assignment when call 
upon ; but he said, “I shall not execute that assignment, as I am liable for 
76,000 roubles, unless you indemnify me. Moreover, I will not assign it 
unless you place me in just the same position that I stand with regard to 
Mr. York. If Mr. York is to be saved that 76,000 roubles, you must under- 
take to pay me 35 per cent., which I am entitled to.”” The directors at that 
time considered it a matter of life and death that the concession should be 
immediately and legally transferred. They represented to M. Bouquie the 
impropriety of his demand, but to their representations he was impervious, 
and they had no alternative but to agree to deduct the amount out of any 
moneys coming to Mr. York. Under these circumstances, when we came to 
arbitration with Mr. York, we thought we should have a good claim for £3500, 
the per centage, ‘‘ which we might be called upon to pay,” out of the amount. 
The arbitrator, however, said it was not binding on Mr. York, and in no case 
could we set off what we had never paid. The consequence was we had to pay 
Mr. York in full, and then down comes M, Bouquie, in Russia, and says, “‘ ‘he 
76,000 has been remitted; have the kindness to hand over tome £ out of 
what is owing to Mr. York.” Wesaid we had to pay the money to Mr. York ; 
but said M. Bouquie, ‘I cannot help that; you should have retained it;”” and 
he has now taken action in Russia to recover it. That is one of the claims we 
are resisting, and I am not without hope that we shall do so successfully. 
only know that if he prosecuted his claim in this country we should have a 
good answer. There is another matter about which I am particularly grati- 
fied in being able to address you to-day. The subject of the retention, or 
setting apart, of a very large sum out of the contract price to be paid to 
Smith, Knight, and Co. has been constantly referred to in this room. When 
last I appeared here it was as the chairman of the committee of consultation, 
and I know many shareholders felt dissatisfied that the committee did not go 
fully into the matter in their report. I hope I shall be able to satisfy you, 
before I have done, that they exercised a,wise discretion (as I believed they 
did at the time) in not saying a word about it. The facts are these :—You 
will see by the Articles of Association, and also, I think, by the prospectus, 
that before the formation of the company a contract had been entered into 
with Smith, Knight, and Co. for £653,000, or thereabouts. That contract 
was brought to the directors ready cut and dried—at all events the directors 
exercised no discretion about it, and they adopted it. It appeared some time 
afterwards that, although that money was to be paid to them, a portion of it 
—no less than £62,000—was, in fact, to be allocated for the purpose of cer- 
tain expenses, and what is ordinarily called ‘‘ floating the company.”’ Con- 
nected with this there was also a claim by Mr. York, which was submitted 
to arbitration (referred to in last year’s accounts), for £40,000. He got an 
award for about £27,600. We were in negotiation with Mr. York before the 
arbitration—Smith, Knight, and Co. having get into liquidation—and it 
was found that in his sub-contract with them he had agreed to their de- 
ducting from his contract price sums amounting to £62,000; of this sum 
about £9300 remained unpaid. Mr. York had early in the contract 
obtained payments of certificates in full from the company direct, and 
had paid over to Smith, Knight, and Co. sums amounting to about 
£52,000. This matter has been the subject of investigation for some 
time past. The three gentlemen who came on the board before Messrs, 
Dyson, Hawkins, and myself, made it a matter of inquiry. It was 
also investigated by the committee, and subsequently by the board. After 
a great deal of trouble we were ultimately able to secure these re- 
sults, which, I think, is a matter upon which we may fairly con- 
gratulate ourselves. We have got back in various amounts, in hard 
cash, £27,600 and upwards. We raised funds to pay Mr. York the 
amount of his award on condition that he would return to the com- 

any the further amount which he was to have allowed to Smith, 
‘night, and Co. in the bonds of the company. Those bonds amount to 
£9320, so that we may consider we have got back £37,000 in hard cash out 
of the £62,000. It was found that no less than £16,250 of the £62,000—our 
money I may call it—had been invested in the shares of the company, all 
calls upon which had been fully paid up. Those shares are retransferred 
into the hands of the company, and the capital is reduced for the benefit of the 
shareholders to that extent. This makes a total of £53,212, leaving a 
balance of only £8788 which we have not recovered. We thought it very 
desirable to effect a settlement on these terms. You must remember all the 
circumstances, There is Smith, Knight, and Co. in liquidation; some of the 
persons who might be responsible out of the jurisdiction of the English 
courts; and though, if we had instituted proceedings, we might have got 
a judgment in two or three years time, the money was too valuable to us, 
and in fact it materially assisted us in settling Mr. York’sclaim. Gentle- 
men, I am sorry to have occupied so much of your time. I now move the 
adoption of the report. 


Mr. Hawkrys: In rising to second the motion, I will only say that, 
having been one of the committee who visited Moscow, I fully corroborate 
what the chairman has said. 

A Proprietor asked to be informed of the amounts of the several claims 
set up against the company, 

The CuarrMaN said he thought, as the matters were under litigation, it 
would be better not to go into the matter now. 

Mr. Gress said the amounts might as well be two millions as two pounds, 

The CuaIRMAN said it would be convenient for the solicitor to read the 
resolutions which had been prepared with reference to the new capital. It 
was not intended to propose them at that meeting; but two special meetings 
would be called for the purpose, with proper notice, so that the share- 
holders would have the opportunity of considering them. 

Mr. TEESDALE accordingly read the formal resolutions. 

A Proprietor: Will th be limited liability on the new shares ? 
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Mr. Drake: There will be no alteration of the limited liability of the 
company. 

A Propriztor: The resolutions enable the directors to issue these shares 
at a discount. 

Mr. TrespaLe: No; they are to be issued at par. 
| Mr. Drake: But redeemable at a premium. 
| Mr, Wiimor Knicur said the chairman had so fully explained all those 
| matters which were likely to engage the principal attention of the share- 
‘holders, that he would not trespass on their attention for more than a minute 
or two. The chairman stated that the sum added to the contract price of 
the works was £62,000. It so happened that one day while he (Mr, Knight) 
was following his ordinary avocation in the Court of Chancery, he heard an 
affidavit read, in which it was stated that, when the sub-contractors had agreed 
to execute the works of the company at a certain sum, some persons went to 
them, and said, ‘‘ You must add, first, £40,000, and then £26,000, and again 
£20,000 ’’—the last sum said to be for certain persons connected with the 
company Pe that there was nearly £90,000 more included in the price to be 
paid than what the sub-contractor was ready to do the work for. According 
to the chairman’s statement, it grey that the company had recovered in 
round numbers about £50,000 of that. It would 4g satisfactory to him 

Mr. Knight), as he thought it would be to the meeting generally, seeing the 

esire there was to decrease the liabilities, if the chairman could explain 
what had become of the remaining £40,000. He wastold, and he assumed the 
report came to the board as well as to himself, that a gentleman whose name 
| appeared as one of the potent seven who signed the articles, made it a 
|stipulation that he should receive that sum of money; and, having 
| been called upon to account for it by the directors, had charged £30,000 
| for “rigging” the market at a time when it was clear no rigging could 
be required for the yorren of placing the shares, because they had 
had it from Mr. Blake that there were more than sufficient applications 
for all the shares the company proposed to issue. If, therefore, there 
was any rigging of the market, it could only be for the purpose of putting 
certain sums of money into certain persons pockets. He was sure, when the 
chairman told them with perfect candour that none of the money was to be 
paid to the directors, they were bound to believe him; but he could only say 
the affidavit he referred to pomerey stated that at least £20,000 was to go 
to persons connected with the company. But the great point he wished to 
know was whether there was any more unaccounted for beyond this £40,000, 
and what explanation there was about it. He certainly was a little sur- 
prised to find no mention made in the report of the return of the £52,000 
caution-money, but the chairman had alluded to it in hisspeech. The com- 
pany, however, seemed to be going on in the same course they had done for 
many years, for he found that the liabilities had increased since last May no 
less than £22,000; and, seeing the directors had had £52,000 returned, 
it was clear, according to Cocker, they had incurred liabilities, since the last 
meeting of proprietors, to the tune of £72,000. Mr. Drake shook his head, 
and probably that gentleman could furnish an explanation if any man could, 
and would be quite ready todoso, The chairman stated that the solicitor 
who sat beside him had never given the company advice which was wrong. 
The CuarrMAN: I said the solicitor at Moscow. 
Mr. Kniaut said he understood that, when Mr. York brought an action 
against the company, it was submitted to arbitration. The reference con- 
tinued for several days, and the arbitrator gave his award in favour of the 
claimant, the company having to pay all the costs, which went into the 
hands of the solicitor now present, 
Mr. TenDRon said he gould not see what advantage there was in the last 
gpd bringing before the meeting points which could only be injurious to 
the company. Nothing would save them now but cordial co-operation 
between the shareholders and directors. What was the use of raking up old 
grievances? There had been an immense amount of labour in getting out 
the report, and he doubted whether any one present could submit a better 
scheme. He had availed himself of the privilege of a shareholder to inspect 
the register at the office, and he found that one of the directors, who had 
acted most liberally to the company in lending them money, held enor- 
mously in the company. It wus to be hoped the shareholders would emulate 
that gentleman in a desire to help the concern; but at all events let every 
one abstain from saying anything that would tend to induce those who had 
hitherto so liberally helped, and who were entitled to the sincerest gratitude 
of their fellow-shareholders, to refrain from doing so in the future. When 
the company was restored to a healthy condition, which he firmly believed 
it would be in five or six years, if the experience of gas companies in other 
continental cities could be relied on, those who now stood by it would derive 
the benefit. He advised them, therefore, to hold on patiently; if they did 
not, others would step in and reap the fruit. The shares of the company 
were now as low as possible in the market; if any one present was not dis- 
osed to go into the new scheme, let him at all events refrain from acting 
injuriously. Others would enter upon the new scheme if he did not; and, 
as soon as it was known that any reasonable amount was raised, the shares, 
instead of standing at 2} and 3, would be up to 9 or 11. 
Mr. H. P. SrePHENson said he knew a little of gas matters, and a little 
of financial matters. He had read carefully the report of the directors, and, 
apart from all that which it was not their wisdom now to go into, he was 
quite convinced that no body of men could have framed a better scheme for 
getting the company out of their present difficulties than the scheme now 
before the meeting. He was confident that, looking at the figures in the 
report, the directors had been exceedingly guarded and careful in under- 
estimating their future receipts, and in over-estimating their expenses. He 
believed that the amount of depreciation charged on the coal was a perfect 
myth, and that no deterioration to that extent would be found to have taken 
place. He believed also, knowing a good deal of continental cities, and of 
gas lighting abroad, that the future rental of the company had been under- 
estimated considerably. He, therefore, hoped the meeting would look to 
some practical point, and not go into past matters; that they would care- 
fully consider the scheme propounded, which he regarded as a most pro- 
mising one for getting the company out of those difficulties which financial 
madness had brought them into. 

A Proprietor asked what, in the opinion of the directors, would be the 
consequence, supposing the scheme were not adopted. 

Mr. Nopers: I should like to ask whether the ** Sundry creditors for loans 
matured, £334,484,” have any preference claim upon the company—whether 
they are secured in any way? I think I heard you say the International 
Financial Society were the largest creditors, 

The CuArRMAN: Their claim is the greater portion of this amount, and 


they are secured by mortgage. 

Mr. Nopes: Am I rightly informed that the concession forbids a mortgage ? 

The CHarrMan : No. 

A Proprietor asked whether the scheme was sufficiently known among 
the shareholders to enable the directors to judge of the probability of raising 
the money required, 
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Another Proprietor asked whether it would be compulsory upon the 
shareholders to take their respective proportions of the preference capital. 

Mr. Drake said the shareholders could not be compelled to take it. 

Another Proprietor asked whether any former director was an active or 
sleeping partner in the firm which papetlon the gas-pipes. 

r. DRAKE: Not that we know of. 

Mr. RowsEtt inquired whether, in the event of only a portion of the new 
= being applied for, the directors would issue any of the preference 
shares, 

Mr. Drake said it was mentioned in the report that, unless a sufficient 
sum to provide for all the requirements of the company was obtained, the 
directors would not allot any of the shares. 

A Proprietor asked what rate of interest was paid to the International 
Financial Society. 

The CuarrMan: Twelve per cent. 

A Proprretor asked, if the new shares were issued pro ratéd among the 
existing shareholders, what proportion there would be to each. 

Mr. TrEsDALE said the gross to be issued would be 21,000, against 24,000 
tl ranking shares in the old capital, so that it would be almost share per 
share. 

Mr. Stovs inquired whether any of the directors would take their propor- 
tion of new capital. 

The CHARMAN said he would answer the last question first. Mr. Gibbs, 
who was a large creditor of the company, authorized him to say that he 
would take preference shares to the extent of £62,000. He (the chairman) 
had not had the opportunity of consulting any other of his colleagues, but * 
gooey he was prepared to take a portion of the stock. With regard to 
Mr. Knight’s question, he was glad it had been asked, because the directors 
were most anxious to have the matter thoroughly ventilated—that nothing 
should be concealed from the shareholders, but that they should possess the 
fullest information that could be afforded. They asked for the confidence of 
the shareholders, and they felt that in return they ought to show no reserve. 
Mr. Knight was certainly mistaken in his figures, and he was told that he 
was wrong also in his facts, and that no such affidavit existed to the extent 
stated. He (the chairman) heard some of the evidence on the arbitration, and 
from Mr. York’s own lips he heard the statement he was about to give. Mr. 
York, in the first instance, was consulted by the concessionaires, and gave a 
certain price for the work to be done. Afterwards the concessionaires went to | ° 
Smith, Knight, and Co., and thereupon it was said to Mr. York, ‘‘ You must 
first of all add to your contract £27,000 for our profit on the transaction,” 
That did not come into his (the chairman’s) statement, because to a certain 
extent it was a legitimate payment. If the contractors had thought it de- 
sirable to have some one stand behind Mr. York, and give a guarantee 
£27,000 on a payment of over £500,000, or about 5 per cent., to a firm to 
make themselves liable, and guarantee another, was nothing very extra- 
ordinary. He, therefore, did not find fault with that; at all events the 
directors possessed no information which would justify them in attempting 
to recover the amount. The other two sums—the £40,000 and £22,000— 
were referred to in his statement. As to the question whether any former 
director was a partner in any firm which supplied materials to the company, 
he believed he might say that it certainly was not the fact. 

Mr. Gress: I think that all the contracts—at all events so far as we 
examined into them—were taken by tender. 

Mr. Knicut: I desire to thank the chairman for the information fur- 
nished, but certainly my facts and figures were not wrong, except to the 
extent of £3000. 

Mr. Gisps: Yes; £3000 you are wrong. 

A Proprietor: You have not answered my question as to what will be 
the consequence of not raising the money? 

The CuarrMAN: It is impossible to say; it depends upon the action of 
our creditors. I am happy to tell you that our creditors consist of the 
International Financial Society and Messrs. Gibbs and Co. We are on the 
most friendly terms with them, and they have assisted us most materially. 
It is impossible to tell you the assistance Messrs. Gibbs have rendered us, 
and the International also. They assisted us in providing means to carry 
down coal; they have assisted us with a supply of Boghead, and in paying 
off Mr. York’s demand. We have now no other creditors of any import- 
ance. The International have a mortgage; that gives them power to enter 
and sell. What they may think proper to do it is impossible to say; you 
must ask them. It is natural to suppose that, however liberally our creditors 
are disposed to act towards us, there isa time when they will require to be 
paid. There must be an end to all forbearance one day, and I think that 
time is nearly come. Mr. Knight made one statement which it is quite as 
well to correct, in justice to our friend on my left (Mr. Teesdale). I said 
our solicitor in Moscow never gaye us any advice but what was correct, I 
might certainly say so with regard to Mr. Teesdale. Mr. York’s claim was 
£40,000 ; he recovered £27,000, and we got back £9300 in bonds. 

A PROFRIETOR, referring to the close of the report, asked whether the 
promise not to allot any preference shares unless a sum sufficient to meet all 
the requirements of the company was obtained, would be religiously 
observed. 

The CuarrMan : Unquestionably that is the intention of the directors. 
We should be only deluding the shareholders to ask them for capital if then 
we were subject to liquidation. Our full intention is, that unless sufficient 
capital is raised to enable us to make some terms of settlement which will | 
clear the company of all its present engagements, and unless we see our way 
—— to go on, we should not think of issuing any portion of the preference 
stock. 

A Proprietor: A less sum than £530,000 will enable you to do that. 

a CHainMAN: Yes; but there are certain things required for the 
works, 

The motion for the adoption of the report was then put, and carried 
unanimously, ’ 

The CHarRMAN invited those present who were willing to subscribe for 
the new capital to enter their names, as Mr. Gibbs had done. 

Mr. Haert inquired whether, if all the shareholders subscribed in the 
same proportion, it would not accomplish more than was required. 

Mr. Gress replied that it would not, as he was so large a shareholder, 

Mr. Hauterr asked whether, if shareholders were prepared to pay up 
their calls on the new capital at once, they would be allowed interest on the 
whole sum paid at the rate of 6 per cent. s 

The CHAIRMAN said they would ; and, after the first instalment of their 
claim was paid, the International would reduce their rate of interest to 8 

er cent, 
, Mr. Perit asked whether there would be any difficulty in making the 

shares payable to bearer. 

Mr. TEESDALE said there would be no Dm difficulty, but he thought 
it would be better that the holders should be nominated, on account of there 
being preference meetings. 
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Mr. Perit said he quite saw the force of that, but he thought there might 
be a permissive power to take them “to bearer,”’ 

Mr. TEESDALE said the suggestion should receive consideration before the 
resolutions were printed. 

The CHArRMAN intimated that it would be necessary to hold two formal 
meetings for the adoption and confirmation of the resolutions respectively. 
In the meantime, the directors would be glad to receive intimations from 
the shareholders as to what they meant to do. 

On the motion of Mr. Knicut, seconded by Mr. Haxuert, thanks were 
voted to the chairman and his colleagues for the manner in which they had 
conducted the affairs of the company since the last meeting. 

The CHatrMAN briefly acknowledged the vote, and the proceedings 
terminated. 





METROPOLIS GAS SUPPLY. 
Court or Common Counctt—GuILDHALL, THURSDAY, Nov. 26. 

A Special Court of Common Council was held this day—the Right Hon. 
the Lorp Mayor (Alderman J. C, Lawrence, M.P.) presiding. 

Mr. Carry (the assistant town-clerk) read a communication from the 
Board of Trade, transmitting a copy of notice of application to Parliament 
for the amendment and extension of the provisions of the City of London 
Gas Act, 1868, to the whole of the metropolis, &c. 

Qn the motion of Mr. Bonrems, seconded by Mr. Dresser Rogers, the 
communication and notice were referred to the Special Gas Committee. 

Mr. Carry read the following communication from the gas referees:— 

City of London Gas Act, 1868. 
Referees Office, Nov, 24, 1868, 
To the Town-Clerk, City of London. 

Sir,—The gas referees beg to inform you that they have appointed testing-places for 
the gas supplied to the City of London as follows—viz. :—One for the City of London 
Gaslight and Coke Company, one for the Great Central Gas Consumers Company, 
one for the Brick Lane station of the Gaslight and Coke Company, and one for the 
Curtain Road station of the same company. As the two last-named stations also 
supply gas for districts without the City, the referees presume that the testing-places 
for those stations will he held jointly by the corporation and the Metropolitan 
Board of Works.—I am, &c., T. Forster, Sec. 
On the motion of Mr. Bontrms, seconded by Mr. Dresser Rocerrs, tbis 
letter also was referred to the Special Gas Committee. 

Mr. Bonrems brought up the report of the Special Gas Committee 
on their proceedings under the several references in respect of the supply 
of gas to the City of London, which had been already printed and circulated 
among the members. In moving its adoption he said: My Lord Mayor, 
this report stood for presentation on the 23rd of July last, and I regret that 
the pressure of other business has prevented me from bringing it before the 
notice of the court at an earlier period. That regret does not arise from any 
anxiety on my part to address the court for the sake of making a speech, 
but because I feel it to be the duty of the chairman of a committee who 
have expended £20,000 of the corporation money, and have been engaged 
for a peridd of three years in the conduct of the references made to them, 
to let the court know, and to let the public know, what has been done by 
them, and what are the advantages to be derived from the expenditure of so 
much time and money. I shall not take up the time of the court at any 
length with this matter—it is not one whick will require discussion—but if 
the members will kindly give me their attention for a few minutes I will 
just state the nature of the provisions of the Act of last session, which was 
the result of our labours. I think they will be better able to deal with the 
next business on the agenda, which is the appointment of a gas examiner 


see the necessity of engaging the services of a first-rate officer in that de- 
partment, In making my statement I shall carefully and strictly confine 
myself to facts, and I am quite sure the court will agree with me, after hear- 
ing those facts, that it is essential that all the advantages which have been 
obtained by this struggle in Parliament against the gas companies should be 
carefully preserved and secured to the citizens of London. For the sake of 
convenience, I shall divide the subject under a few different heads, that you 
may clearly understand the nature of the provisions of the Act of Parlia- 
ment in respect to the various matters to which it relates. 
to the power of purchase. Many members of this court, and some people 
out of doors, have been of opinion that it would be better for the corporation 
to obtain the works of the several companies, or, if not, that they should 
establish works of their own, and so compete with the companies in the 
supply of gas. The committee of the House of Commons, to whom the 
subject was first submitted, quite agreed in the opinion that it would be 
better for the public authorities to have the supply of gas in their own 
hands; and there is no doubt that if the question had been raised for the 
first time whether the corporation shouid undertake that duty, the Legis- 
lature would have been unanimouslyin favour of that conclusion. But, unfor- 
tunately, there existed in the City of London three large companies supply- 
ing the citizens with gas, and Parliament, of course, were obliged to deal 
with that fact, and if it were possible to bring those'companies, which were 
acting under a monopoly, within fair and proper regulations with regard to | 
the public, it was not likely that Parliament would confiscate the property 
of the shareholders, or subject the corporation itself to a ruinous competi- 
tion with existing interests. It is quite true that the clergymen, and 
trustees, and ladies who are shareholders in the gas companies, and who 
were paraded before Parliament as a reason why the interests of those com- 
panies should not be attacked—I say it is quite true that because those 
parties held shares in the companies there was no reason why the con- 
sumers of gas should be called upon to pay a higher price, or to put up with 
the supply of a worse article; but the fact of those persons having taken 
shares certainly entitled them to the consideration of Parliament, so that 
their property should not be confiscated, providing the companies were 
willing to listen to the dictation of the Legislature, and submit to those 
proper regulations to which the public were entitled. But though Parliament 
did not see it right to establish competition with the gas companies, they 
saw the propriety of the corporation taking the supply of gas into their own 


for the City of London, because after hearing my statement the court will | 


First, then, as | 


| £74,700, and during the same period the metropolitan companies outside 


guaranteed to them. They, however, considered that this was not a suffi- 
cient offer, and they declined it, although that 6 per cent. dividend guaran- 
teed would no doubt have been worth 25 per cent. premium in the market 
upon the value of their shares. The Gas Committee considered that the 
offer was a very fair one to make to the companies, and in that opinion the 
Metropolitan Board of Works and the Board of Trade coincided, When- 
ever, therefore, the companies talk about the corporation attempting to 
confiscate their property, this offer should be borne in mind, for certainly 
no one can call that an act of confiscation which would give them 25 per 
cent. premium upon the value of their shares. The next question is that 
of amalgamation. There was a very strong opinion, on the part of the 
select committee of the House of Commons, that a great saving might be 
effected by the amalgamation of the companies, and they desired to bring 
about such an amalgamation as would reduce the number of the companies | 
to two or three, under the conviction that a considerable benefit would 
thereby be effected for the shareholders, as well as the consumers of gas. | 
The companies made an attempt themselves to bring about such an amal- 
gamation, but they failed. I believe, so far as the companies supplying the 
City are concerned, another attempt is now being made to amalgamate the 
Chartered and the City of London Companies, which is likely to be suc- 
cessful. The necessity for some such amalgamation every one will see who 
considers the large expense which the companies incur in carrying on 
their proceedings. I find, upon an examination of the accounts of the three 
City companies, that the annual expense of direction amounts to £6771, 
and that the expense of their staffs of secretaries, engineers, and other 
officers amounts to £19,959 a year, making a total annual expenditure for 
management of £26,730. Now, it is very clear that if an amalgamation of 
the three companies were effected these expenses might be very much re- 
duced; and I may mention, in passing, that this amount is increasing. [ 
observed, the other day, that the Great Central Company have increased 
the salary of their secretary £250 perannum, I do not say that the secre- 
tary does not deserve that increase of salary; I only say that if, instead of 
having three distinct bodies of directors acting in this way, and making 
from time to time additions to their expenses of management, we have only 
one body of directors doing it, a very important saving will be the result. 
Then, again, I find there is a great difference in the prices paid for coals 
by the three companies. One company give 15s, 5d. per ton, another 17s. 1d., 
while the third pay as much as 18s, 3d, Now, if the three companies 
were amalgamated, of course the price of coal would be uniform, 
and it is fair to assume that it would be the lowest of the prices 
I have named. Now, the companies under the Act may amalgamate if they 
please; the Board of Trade is to approve of the scheme, and it may be 
opposed by the corporation should they regard it as an unfair one. There 
is one very important clause in the bill with respect to this matter—viz., 
that, if the companies fail to amalgamate, the corporation may claim to 
have the loss resulting from that failure charged to the dividend-fund of 
the companies—that is to say, if they can show to the satisfaction of the 
board that three times as much money is being expended in the manage- 
ment of the three companies as would be necessary if there were only one 
company, then the Board of Trade are bound to require that the addi- 
tional expenditure shall be charged, not against the general revenue account, 
but against the dividend-funds of the respective companies. The next 
| question is that of the payment of back dividends. Now, I consider that 
| the abolition of the payment of back dividends itself is alone worth all the 
trouble and expense we have gone to in obtaining this Act of Parliament. | 
Under the Gas-Works Clauses Act, 1847, which was the original Act 
governing the London companies, 4 power was given to make up the back 
| dividends to 10 per cent. for any number of years—that is to say, that if, 








| 





after a company started, they were not able to pay more than 3, 4, or 5 per || 

cent. for several years, they might, when more success attended their 

operations, make up the deficiency to 10 per cent. for the whole of that 

time. When the Metropolis Gas Act, 1860, was passed, a monopoly of the 

districts was given to the companies, and the power of making up back 
| dividends was limited to six years, instead of being as heretofore extended 
| to any number of years during which deficiencies had existed. Now, in 
order to show you the importance of the Act of last session, by which the 
right to make up back dividends is taken away altogether, I will just tell 
| you the amounts paid in this way to their shareholders by the City gas 

companies since the passing of the Metropolis Gas Act. In 1863 the Char- 
| tered Company paid £6600, in 1864 they paid £11,550, and in 1865 they 
| paid £11,550; so that in those three years they paid, over and above 10 per 
| cent. annually on their capital, no less than £29,709 in the shape of back 
dividends, The City Company only paid back dividends in one year—1865 
—and the sum they paid in that year was £9000. The Great Central Com- 
pany paid back dividends infour years. In 1862, they paid £8250; in 1863, 
£5250; and in 1864, £13,500. I may mention that in that year they paid 
no less than 19 per cent. to their shareholders—viz., 10 per cent. as current 
dividend, and 9 per cent. in the shape of back dividends. In 1865 they paid 
£9000 on the same account—making a total sum of £36,000. The gross 
sum, therefore, paid by the three City companies as back dividend was 


the City paid on the same account £117,413. Now, we are told that all the 
back dividends had been paid for these six years; that the companies could 
now only take their 10 per cent.; and that there would have been no more to 
complain of as to their making up arrears for past years. But, on looking over 
the accounts, I find that the sum of £51,224 might still have been charged; 
and most assuredly, if the Act of last session had not been obtained, that 
sum would have been charged. The next question is that of the reserve or 
insurance fund. Under the Acts of 1847 and 1860, 10 per cent. on their 
capital was allowed to be laid by, as the directors thought proper, in sums 
larger or smaller as they could be spared for this purpose, and they were 
allowed to make use of this sum in addition to the current revenue, to make 
up back dividends and losses of all kinds. Now, the capitals of the three 
companies are £1,404,538; therefore, they were entitled to a reserve-fund of 
£140,453—that was the amount which might be taken from the consumers 
in addition to the current 10 per cent. annually, tv make up for back divi- 





hands if that object could be arrived at by treating with the companies 
upon fair and equitable terms. In the Act of last session, therefore, we 
have the power to purchase their works by agreement within a period of 
three years, either for money down or for an annual payment to the share- 
holders of the companies. There is a proviso that all the companies must 
give their consent to this arrangement; the works of one company cannot 
be purchased unless the works of the other companies are purchased at the 
same time, or the directors and shareholders of those other companies con- 
sent. Supposing that to be done, and the purchase completed, the surplus 
profits arising from the supply of gas, after paying the expenses connected 
with its manufacture and distribution would go to the corporation. The 
companies, at present, are not willing to sell their concerns to the corpora- 
tion. A proposal was made to them before the settlement of the question 
that they should dispose of their works to us for a 6 per cent. dividend 














dends, and every deduction from that fund would of course be replaced out 
of the profits of the following years. Under the Act which we have just 
obtained, instead of 10 per cent. being allowed for a reserve-fund, the com- 
panies are limited to 5 per cent. on their capitals, and this fund, instead of 
being made up as fast as the directors can do so, must only be laid by at the 
rate of 1 per cent. per annum. So that, if in any year they make large 
profits, they cannot carry the surplus above 10 per cent. to the reserve-fund; 
they can only add 1 per cent., and the remainder must go to the consumers. 
Out of this reserve-fund no back dividends are allowed to be paid, and of 
course no losses arising from carelessness or negligence. Under the Act of 
1860, all losses, of whatever kind and however incurred, were made up out 
of that fund; under the new law none can be so made upif they can be 
proved to arise from the carelessness or negligence of the companies ser- 
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vants, but such losses are to come out of the dividend-fund. The reserve- 
fund, as you will see, can now only amount to £70,229, and, when this 
£70,229 is laid by, the interest accruing upon it,instead of going to increase 
the fund as heretofore, is to go towards the payment of dividends, and thus 
reduce the sum required from the current profits of the undertaking. 
Mr. Hammack: We made ourselves acquainted with all these facts five 
months ago. It is thrice slaying the slain, if I may say so. 
Mr. Bontems: Is it a fact that the members of this court are acquainted 
with these particulars? Is it the fact that the public out of doors are 
acquainted with them? No doubt my honourable friend, who is a director 
of a gas company, is acquainted with them. 
Mr. Hammack: I am proud to say that I am a director, and I would ask 
if it had not been for the directors and shareholders of gas companies, how 
would the City of London now be lighted? 
Mr. BontEms: Now I will go on to the question of illuminating power 
and price. By the Act of 1860 the illuminating power was fixed at 12 can- 
dles, and the eta at 4s. 6d. per 1000 cubic feet. By the Act of last session 
the illuminating power is fixed{at 14 candles, and the price at 4s., till 1870, 
and then we are to have 16-candle gas for 3s. 9d. Now, taking the City 
consumption at 1200 millions of cubic feet per annum, let us see what the 
gain to the City will be,in the first instance, from the change of 6d. in 
price and 5d. in quality, and ultimately 9d. in price and 10d. in quality, 
making a total of 1s. 7d. per 1000 cubic feet. That is the statutory gain, 
but we are told that the companies have been giving a higher illuminating 
power than 12 candles. I want to deal fairly with them, and so will give 
them the advantage of thst. Let us see what is the actual gain. It is 6d. 
in price and 23d. in quality at first, and ultimately 9d. in price and 73d. in 
uality, making a total saving to the consumer of 1s. 44d. per 1000 cubic 
eet. Mind you, this is out of 2s., for we had it in evidence, which I do not 
dispute, that the gas has cost the companies to manufacture 2s. 6d. per 1000. 
Their profit, therefore, was 2s.,and out of that 2s. we have succeeded in 
obtaining 1s.4}d. The saving to the City of London only on 1200 millions 
of consumption will, in the first instance, be £42,500 per annum, and ulti- 
mately £82,500 when the Act comes into full operation. Beyond this there 
will be a saving in the Chartered Company’s district outside the City 
(where re, are obliged to supply gas on the same terms as they do in the 
City) of no less than £60,000 per annum. Well, then, there is a provision that 
if any of the companies should be unable, from the impossibility of getting 
cannel coals at fair prices, or from their machinery being out of order, to 
supply 16-candle gas at the time + nara they may give 15 or 14 candle 
gas upon application to the Board of Trade, but then they must reduce the 
ee to the consumers 2}d. per 1000 cubic feet for each candle below 16. We 
ave not required them to do what is impossible, but if they cannot comply 
with this provision of the Act they must make a concession to the con- 
sumers in exchange. There is a provision also in the Act for a revision of 
the price and illuminating power. The companies or the corporation may 
apply to the Board of Trade in January, 1871, or in any January after- 
wards, for a revision of price and illuminating power, and the Board of 
Trade may appoint commissioners, with full powers to investigate and alter 
the price and illuminating power. If the companies apply for a revision 
of the illuminating power or price of gas, and fail, the costs of the inquiry 
are to be paid out of their dividends; butif successful, then the expenses come 
out of the cost of management. If the corporation apply and fail, they will 
have to pay the costs; but if successful the costs will have to be paid out of 
the companies dividends. This provision was inserted in order that if the 
quality of coal should become deteriorated, or if it becomes dearer, and the 
rate of wages increases, and the companies cannot really supply the gas at 
the price, they may apply to the Board of Trade, and have an inquiry. 
Mr. RipLey: But supposing the price of coal is less? 
Mr. Bontems: Then we can go to the Board of Trade, and ask to have 
a reduction in the i of gas. We have just the same privilege that the 
companies have. I think by these provisions there is a fair guarantee that 
both sides will obtain redress. There is a clause by which, if the corpora- 
tion and the companies mutually agree, they can do so, so that a revision 
of the price and illuminating power may take place without an application 
to the Board of Trade at all. I now come to the part to which I wish par- 
ticularly to call the attention of the court—namely, the power of testing 
the illuminating power and purity of the gas. Under the old law, the local 
authority, or twenty consumers, might complain to the Secretary of State, 
who might appoint an inspector to make an inquiry; but no complaint has 
been made during the eight years the Act was in operation. The com- 
panies complained that we found fault with the working of the Metro- 
polis Gas Act, and yet, they said, we had never tried this particular 
clause. The fact is, it was never tried because, even if the Secretary 
of State had compelled the gas companies to do all that the law required 
them to do, the whole thing was stili entirely unsatisfactory. It was 
no use trying to get the law carried out, because, even if successful, we 
should still have been dissatisfied. There was no hope of getting satisfac- 
tion, except by an entire alteration of the law. Under the new Act the 
Board of Trade are to appoint, without application, three referees, and they 
have done so, as the court are aware. These referees are to prescribe the 
mode of testing, the description of burner to be employed, which must be 
a practicable one for use by the consumers; they are to fix the number of 
times of testing, to have the right of inspecting works, and to decide what 
testing-places and apparatus shall be provided. These are to be under the con- 
trol of the corporation, but their salaries are to be paid by the companies. 
The Board of Trade, in making one of these important appointments, has 
selected a gentleman who is the engineer of one of the gas companies at 
present supplying the City; and that, I think, is a very unsatisfactory ap- 
pointment, and one that cannot stand long. What amount of pressure 
may be required in order to get the appointment altered I do not know, but 
the thing is altogether so unreasonable that Iam satisfied an alteration 
must take place. Now comes the point with which this court is imme- 
diately concerned. The corporation are to appoint one or more gas ex- 
aminers, to test the gas at least three times a day—the average to be the 
quality for the day—and this officer has to make daily reports to the 
corporation. This is the officer about whom the Gas Committee have to 
present a report; he is the only officer to be appointed by the corporation, 
and the only person to be relied upon to see that you have justice 
done by the companies. Then, again, the Board of Trade, under the 
new Act, have to appoint a chief gas examiner, who has to decide 
upon appeals coming either from the corporation or the companies, 
and to make a report quarterly; and you are aware the Board of Trade 
have conferred that appointment on Dr. Letheby. As to the public lamps, 
the gas supplied to them under the Act of 1860 could not be measured except 
we had consented to have a meter affixed to each lamp. The Commissioners 
of Sewers have for along time been anxious that the gas supplied to the 
public lamps should be measured, because they felt confident that the 
quantity consumed was much less than the quantity paid for; but the 





companies refused to supply it in that way unless a meter was fixed at each 
lamp, which was a very troublesome and expensive thing to do. Under 
the new law, either party may require the gas to be measured, and the gas 
referees are to prescribe the mode of measurement. Unfortunately the 
chief gas referee is the engineer of one of the companies who have refused 
to have the gas properly measured. Then, as to the accounts of the com- 
nies, there is to be an auditor appointed by.the Board of Trade to decide 
ow much of the capital of the Chartered Company shall be apportioned to 
the district within the City, to prescribe a uniform system of accounts, and 
to audit the accounts half yearly; and if they are found incorrect no divi- 
dend is to be paid until they are corrected and certified. Then as to the 
penalties on the —. There is a penalty of £50 for not keeping a 
register of the gas made on each day, and a penalty of 20s. for every half 
candle of deficient illuminating power in every 100,000 cubic feet of gas 
made, and a penalty of £50 each day for gas below the standard purity. All 
these penalties, instead of being payable as hitherto out of the expenses of 
the company, are to be’paid out of the dividends of the shareholders. Then 
as to the expenses of working the Act. The gas referees, the chief gas ex- 
aminer, and the auditor are to be appointed by the Board of Trade, and 
paid for by the gas companies. The gas examiner for the City is to be 
appointed by the corporation, and paid by the Commissioners of Sewers out 
of the rates. The expenses of obtaining the Act are to be paid jointly by 
the companies and the corporation. With respect to the effect of the pro- 
ceedings in Parliament on the gas shares, I may say that in the year 1865, 
when the agitation was at its height, and when we were told by the com- 
panies it was impossible to make any reduction of the price, the shares of 
the Chartered Company were at £78, the City Company at £30, and the 
Great Central Company at £17. At the lowest point of the agitation, when 
it was doubtful whether we should not obtain power to compete with the 
companies, the Chartered Company’s shares were at £47, the City at £22, 
and the Great Central Company at £13. But no sooner had the settlement 
taken place, although the directors of the companies pertinaciously opposed 
that settlement, and drove the select committee to the very verge of ad- 
mitting competition, the result has been such as to show clearly the fair- 
ness of the transaction towards the gas shareholders, for the shares of 
the several companies have greatly increased in price, those of the 
Chartered Company having risen from £47 to £56, the City from £22 
to £25,and the Great Central from £13 to £15. This shows that we 
have done no harm to the shareholders, and that the prices fixed are as 
high as they ought to be. The shares are all now ata good premium, 
quite as high as the shareholders in any concern ought to have which 
supplies an article of such common use as gas. And now I desire to 
say a few words as to the future management of the question. I had hoped 
that we might have had a gas examiner appointed for the City, and the 
whole thing in working order, so that the Special Gas Committee might 
have resigned its functions into the hands of the court at the end of this 
year, and that they might have been then handed over to the Commissioners 
of Sewers, who will have to pay the gas examiner. Another suggestion 
has been made, that we might have a small committee of the court, consist- 
ing of five or six members, who might have the subject entrusted to their 
charge; but in the present state of the question, when so many things are 
unsettled, it appears to me that we shall need the services of the Special 
Gas Committee for one year longer. For instance, I see that the Great 
Central Company are going to Parliament next session for power to increase 
their capital by £100,000. That measure will need to be watched, and I 
think probably it can be best looked after by the Special. Gas Committee, 
but that is a matter which you will have to consider when the proper time 
arrives. There will also be other matters to attend to, and the permanent 
body which has charge of the new Act will have to take the control of the 
testing-places, to receive the daily reports of the gas examiner, and to attend 
to those various questions which will constantly arise and require to be 
disposed of. And now, in conclusion, I would say that in carrying on the 
proceedings of the last three years we have come into contact with a good 
many public men in one way or another, and I think it is only right, in 
closing our labours—for I suppose there will be no further occasion for par- 
liamentary action—that I should say a word or two about those who have 
assisted us in the matter. With regard to the Board of Trade, in both 
Governments—with the exception of the Duke of Richmond, who, I think, 
has acted very inconsiderately, to say the least of it, in the appointment of 
one of the gas referees—we have reason to say that we have received every 
_ assistance we hada right toexpect. We have been treated with the greatest 
courtesy by Sir George Grey, by Mr. Walpole, and by Sir Stafford Northcote. 
I believe they all did their very best for us, for they saw that an alteration 
in the law was necessary, and they were anxiously desirous that the altera- 
tion should be accomplished in the spirit of fairness to both parties. With 
regard to the Duke of | Richmond, { am sure that if he had given a little more 
attention to thecircumstances of the case before the appointment was made he 
never would havearrived at the decision he did. ‘fo Mr. Cardwell and his com- 
mittee we are very much indebted. As the companies know, and as my com- 
mittee know, Mr. Cardwell and his committee evidently came to the deter- 
mination that, if the companies would not submit to a proper control of 
their monopoly, the corporation of London should be empowered to com- 
pete with them in the supply of gas to the City. Mr. Cardwell and his 
committee unflinchingly held to that view, and I think we are deeply in- 
debted to them, not for any favouritism, but for taking care that the public 
should be protected upon this important question. Then there is a gentle- 
man who is sometimes spoken of reproachfully in this court, but there is 
no doubt we are under great obligations to him in this matter of the gas 
supply. I refer to Mr. Beal. Whatever difference of opinion there may 
have been in reference to his conduct on other questions, there is no 
doubt -that we are indebted to him for this Gas Act in its initiation, and 
for the machinery by which it was obtained. I think it is quite fair that 
we should acknowledge the services rendered by him to this cause. We 
are also indebted to Mr. Morrison, to Mr. Locke, and to Mr. Gorst, who 
undertook the charge of the bill, and carried it for us through the House of 
Commons. We are indebted also to a number of the vestries and district 
boards of the metropolis, whoaccompanied us to the Government, and exerted 
their influence upon members of the House in support of our bill. Well, 
then, I may say further that we are very much indebted to the House of 
Lords. Iam very glad to be able to pay my testimony to them—a testi- 
mony which has been gained by three years experience. There are 
so many directors of joint-stock companies in the House of Commons, 
all working into each other’s hands, on the principle of “ You support 
my company, and I will support yours,” that it does require the aid 
of a committee of gentlemen who are independent of these considera- 
tions, to whom such measures may be referred before they are passed. I 
do say, without hesitation, that, though I belong to a party which thinks 
less of the House of Lords politically than the opposite party do, I feel 











that on this question, affecting so seriously the interests of the public, the 
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~~ saad of the House of Lords has stood by us very firmly and very 
airly. 

Deputy De Jersey: They always do stand by the public. 

Mr. Bontems: I have only to say,in conclusion, that we have experi-. 
enced from all the officers of the corporation the most ‘able and zealous 
assistance in the conduct of this measure, 1 feel under deep obligations to 
all of them—there is nct one exception, so far as I know. I also feel 
thankful that the court has reposed so much confidence in us for so long a 
time, and can only assure you that we have endeavoured to do the best we 
could for the court and for the public. I felt all along that the court be- 
lieved we were so striving, and I am satisfied that, having given us unli- 
mited confidence, they will see that it has not been abused. I only hope 
we shall find that the companies will set diligently to work to carry out 
the provisions of the Act in all integrity. I am sure it will be much 
better for their shareholders that they should do so, for, if any attempt is 
made to evade it or flinch from it, the corporation will endeavour to keep 
them strictly up toit. I hope and trust the consumers of gas in the City will 
be satisfied, and that the shareholders in the gas companies will be pro- 
perly remunerated. 

Alderman Sipney proposed, amidst some interruption, that the further 
consideration of the question should be adjourned. He said the subject 
was one of deep interest to the public at large, as well as to the court, who 
had spent £20,000 in obtaining the advantages which bad been so clearly 
explained by the chairman of the committee. It was evident, from the 
speech to which the court had just listened, that the matter could not rest 
by the mere reception of the report, and that there would be a great deal 
of discussion. 

Deputy De Jersey: There is nothing to discuss. 

Mr, Dresser Rogers: If the alderman had read the report of the Special 
Gas Committee before he came here, he would have seen that it was merely 
a record of their proceedings, and that they were not asking for any further 
legislation on the subject. 

Alderman Sipney: I am much obliged to the last gentleman. I beg to 
say that I have attended here for three hours, in the performance of « public 
duty, at great inconvenience, and it is only respectful, therefore, to say that 
if this discussion is to be continued I must withdraw. | have sent for another 
alderman, but there is none to be found. [The presence of two aldermen 
in addition to the Lord Mayor is necessary to constitute a court.] I beg 
now to move—“ That the further discussion be adjourned.” 

Dr. Saunpers; I beg to move, as an amendment—“ That the door lead- 
ing to the Aldermen’s Chamber be now locked.” 

Deputy Jones: The alderman will then probably instruct me to bring an 
action against you for false imprisonment. 

_The Lorp Mayor: It is open to any member to move that a debate be 
adjourned. It remains to be seen whether the court agree with him. 

Mr. Cuaptin: I shall be happy to second the motion. 


Mr. Bontems: I am not aware that there is any desire to discuss this 
report of the Gas Committee; but there is a very important report to 
follow, which relates to the appointment of a gas examiner. The Act of 
Parliament came into operation on the 1st of October, and no examiner has 
yet been appointed. 

Mr. Dresser Rocers: I am not going to detain the court with a speech, 
although our friend, the chairman of the committee, has had the opportu- 
nity of speaking—in his own laudation principally—for nearly an hour. 
(Interruption. 

The Lorp Mayor: I must ask the honourable member to abstain from 
a and to carry on the discussion in a proper manner. (Hear, 

ear. 

Mr. Dresser Rocers: I only ask for fair play. Iwas about to say that, 
so far as the question of the Act of Parlinment is concerned, the chairman 
of the Gas Committee has so exhausted the subject that I have no desire to 
continue that part of the discussion. But I think we are justified in not 
dismissing it in this summary manner, for it is a most important matter, 
and a large sum of money has been expended over it. It ought, how- 
ever, to be understood clearly that the amount of money it cost has been 
almost returned to the City.up to the present time. One half year of the 
working of the new Act will entirely return the whole amount in the shape 
of benefit to the citizens at large. But, in addition to that, a very large 
area of the metropolis outside tle City is supplied with gas by the Char- 
tered Company, and through the exertions of this court the consumers in 
that large area will reap all the advantages which we have secured for 
ourselves. I am not, however, one who thinks that the Act confers all the 
benefits it ought todo. We who have been through the fight know all the 
difficulties attending the getting of it, and I think those difficulties have 
not been touched upon by the chairman. So great was the opposition to us 
in the House of Commons that I am only surprised the bill is what it is. 
I think the corporation should not falter in their work, nor stay their exer- 
tions in reference to this question. The whole metropolis is waking up, 
and, through the Board of Trade, is going to Parliament again next session. 
I believe that we should go further, and I trust a motion will at some 
future time be brought forward, to the effect that the corporation should 
assist in obtaining the same advantages for the whole of the metropolis, and 
thus entitle themselves still more than they have done to the thanks of 
the consumers at large. 

Mr. M‘GgorGeE: As a member of the committee, I think the discussion 
should not be closed without some testimony being borne to the extra- 
ordinary amount of time and energy which our chairman, Mr. Bontems, 
has devoted to this subject. There is just one question I should like to ask 
him. He stated that one of the companies paid only 15s, 5d. per ton for 
their coals. I should like to know what quality of gas they supply. 

Mr. Bontems: It is not that they have worse gas than the other com- 
panies; it is that they have facility of water carriage which the others do 
not enjoy. 

Deputy De Jersey: Just one word. I believe the proposition of the 
‘chairman is that the report be adopted. Now, after the luminous state- 
ment we have heard from him, explaining all the advantages which the 
public have gained by the labours of the committee, I think there is one 
thing we ought to do, and if I was not a member of the Gas Committee 
(which I am, though an unworthy one, for I have not been able to give 
that attention to the duties that I could desire) I should move, as an 
amendment—* That the report be adopted, and that the thanks of the 
Corporation are due to the committee for their extraordinary exertions.” 


Mr. Law.ey: I will move it with pleasure. I am not a member of the 
committee, but I have watched very anxiously the progress of the inquiry. 
I know the laborious duty in which the committee have been engaged, 
and I congratulate them and the citizens at large upon the success which 
they have achieved. 

Mr, Liytorr seconded the amendment. 
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Deputy Beprorp: Mr. Bontems told us that the passing of this Act will 
save the citizens £40,000 a year. I think this fact should be thoroughly 
impressed upon the minds of those persons who ask what the corporation 
do. This saving will nearly pay the police-rate of the City. 

Deputy De Jersey: I understand my friend Mr. Lawley will put his 
amendment as a substantive motion. 

The motion for the adoption of the report was then agreed to, and a separate 
resolution was passed conveying the thanks of the court to the Gas Com- 
mittee for their exertions. 

A report from the committee on the appointment of a gas examiner, and 
two amendments thereon, of which notice had been given, stood next on 
the agenda for consideration; but the aldermen having left there was “ no 
court,” and an adjournment was necessitated. 

Tuurspay, Dec. 3. 

At the Meeting of the Court this day, the Special Gas Committee presented 
a report stating the steps they bad taken in reference to this appointment, 
which is placed in the hands of the corporation by the City Gas Act of last 
session. The committee were instructed to consider as to the appointment of 
a gas examiner, with authority to nominate a person or persons for the 
approval of the court, and the amount of salary to be paid. They now re- 
commended that one gas examiner should be appointed, who should be 
responsible for testing the illuminating power and quality of the gas, ata 
salary of £200 per annum. Applications had been received from eight 
persons for the appointment, and these were referred to the sub-committee 
for investigation. Ultimately they returned the names of three candidates, 
from which the committee selected one—viz., Dr. Septimus Gibbon—and 
they recommended that he should be elected to the office. 

Mr. BonTems said the report was adopted at a meeting of the committee, 
consisting of fourteen members, eight voting for it, and six against, he voting 
with the minority. He had thought it would be better that he should not 
bring up the report, as he did not concur in the recommendation which it 
contained. He had no preference for any of the gentlemen who had offered | 
themselves as candidates for the appointment. As far as his sympathy went, 
it would certainly be with Dr. Gibbon, who bad assisted them from the first, 
and who was one of the witnesses in favour of the Corporation Bill before the 
first parliamentary committee, and was in every way independent of the gas 
companies. It was from no personal feeling towards Dr. Gibbon that he 
objected to the report. The simple facts of the case were these :—A few 
weeks ago the committee brought up a report, stating that the time had | 
arrived for the appointment of a gas examiner to act for the City, and he } 
thought it would be very readily understood that it was of the utmost im- 
portance for the corporation and the public that the person appointed to the | 
office should stand in the very highest position as a gas analyst and as a pro- | 
fessor of chemical science. The report was referred back to the committee to | 
decide as to the amount of salary that should be paid to the analyst, and also | 
to advertise for candidates for the appointment, to select one, and to report | 
his name to the court, in order that he might be appointed. The committee || 
proceeded very carefully in their work, and referred it to a sub-committee | 
to investigate the qualifications of. the candidates, and return the names | 
of three to the grand committee. Three names had been given, and, as} 
he had said, the name of Dr. Gibbon was ordered to be returned to the court | 
to receive the appointment, but the majority who had agreed to nominate, 
Dr. Gibbon, instead of waiting for the report to be read and his name in- || 
serted, hastily left the room, and the committee being without a quorum, the ij 


signing of the report had to be postponed. This occurred on Tuesday, and | | 
the report before attending the court, which was to be held on that day. i] 

















meeting, and carried a resolution postponing the report of the committee, so | 
that the report could not be brought forward that day as it was intended it | 
should be. He was charged with being a party to that proceeding, but as 
chairman he was, of course, obliged to bow to the decision of the majority. 
At the adjourned meeting of the committee, when the report again came up, || 
the supporters of Dr. Gibbon carried the report by eight votes against six. | | 
But he objected to the appointment at the present time, as he did before the || 
committee, and on this ground—that even when there was only one testing- 
place the salary was to be £200 a year, whilst it had since been decided there 1| 
should be four testing-places. It was clear, therefore, that a larger salary | | 
would have to be given, and in his opinion they must elect a gentleman more | | 
accustomed to the examination of gas, and one standing higher in the pro- |} 
fession, as a chemist, than Dr. Gibbon. Indeed, he thought they should 
appoint a gentleman of the very highest attainments for this office. Under | 
these circumstances he asked leave, instead of introducing the report and | 
moving its adoption, to propose the following resolution of which he had | 
given notice:—‘*That the report of the Special Gas Committee be referred | 
back to the committee to consider whether the increase in the number of | 
testing-places from one to four does not render it necessary to increase the | 
amount of salary to be paid to the gas examiner for the City of London; and | 
should the committee be of that opinion, that they be instructed to again | 
advertise for candidates, and to select and submit to this court the names of 
two candidates from which the court shall select one.” 


Mr. H. L. TAyior said the position taken by Mr. Bontems was of so un- 
usual a character that it was better the court should know in what position 
it stood at that moment. It was the first time he had known a chairman of 
a committee introduce a report to the court and conclude by moving a resolu- 
tion in direct opposition to the recommendations it contained. 

After a few words from the Common SERJEANT upon the order of 
proceeding, 

Mr. M‘GrorGe voluntarily took up the report of the committee, and moved 
its adoption. He reminded the members that there was a preat principle 
involved in this question, and that they were dealing with public men whose 
reputation ought not to be lightly interfered with. He maintained that they 
did not want for the position of gas analyst a man of such extraordinary 
eminence in the chemical world, as some people seemed to think, and he 
could not help feeling that there were other reasons than those mentioned 
which had induced some members of the court to do their utmost to get the/' 
report referred back. 

Mr. Bonrems said he had not referred to any other reasons. Ie then 
moved his resolution as an amendment to the report. 

Mr. FrIcKER ded the dment, and congratulated Mr. Bonters 
on the extreme candour he had displayed in introducing the question that 
day. It was very generally stated that Dr. Gibbon had had but very little 
experience with regard to the examination of the quality of gas, and he (Mr, 
Fricker) thought it would certainly be the best plan to refer the question 
back to the committee. 

Mr. Devries complained of the great partiality shown on this subject, and 


he decided to summon the members to attend on Thursday in order to sign 

Certain members came and objected to what had been done at the previous | | 
| 
| 














especially in favour of the candidate of the honourable chairman of the 
committee 
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Mr. Bonrems strongly denied that he had any candidate whatever. 

Mr. Devries complained of the manner in which Dr. Gibbon had been 
treated, and said he thought a2 gentleman of education and scientific research 
ought not to be spoken of, or be so behaved to, to please the caprice of any 
gentleman. It had been said that Dr. Gibbon was not able to discharge the 
duties of the office, but he (Mr. Defries), having had some experience as to the 
chemical examination of gas, could say that there was no foundation what- 
ever for the statement, but that, on the contrary, Dr. Gibbon was in every 
way qualified. : 

Mr. Pepier said the warm interest which Mr. Bontems had taken in 
the question of the gas supply entitled him to some consideration at the 
hands of the court. With regard to the office of gas examiner, he believed 
that if Dr. Gibbon was appointed his opinion as gas analyst would not be 
worth sixpence. He said this advisedly, as a scientific man. 

Deputy Jones did not think it advisable that the members of the court 
should indulge in personalities in dealing with this question, and he hoped 
that a vote would be at once come to. it was decided that this matter 
should go back to the committee, he apprehended Dr. Gibbon would not be 
excluded from again becoming a candidate for the appointment. No injustice 
would be done to Dr. Gibbon if the amendment were adopted. He, there- 
fore, urged the court at once to agree to it, and so put an end to a very pain- 
ful discussion. 

Dr. Munpay claimed to be a scientific man, and he entirely disagreed 
with the sentiments uttered by his friend and colleague, Mr. Pedler. For 
gas analyst they did not want a man of high talent and great scientific 
attainments so much as a man of honesty of purpose and integrity of 
character. He had no personal feeling in the matter, but he must say that 
he believed Dr. Gibbon would be able to discharge all the duties of the office 
with credit to himself, and in such a manner as to give every satisfaction. 

Mr. Linpszy thought this appointment was one that should rest in the 
hands of the whole court, and should not be confined to the members of any 
particular committee. Let them refer the matter back to the committee 
to select three candidates for the selection of the general body of the 
members. 

Mr. Rogers honestly believed a good man for the office would be obtained 
by the appointment of Dr. Gibbons, whom he thought in every way quali- 
fied. He observed, as an instance of the great scientific attainments that 
were required for the office, that Mr. Wake had performed the duties for Dr. 
Letheby at a salary of ten shillings a week. 

Mr. J. RicHarpson was of a similar opinion. He strongly deprecated the 
proceedings of those who had opposed Dr. Gibbon’s appointment, some of 
whom had endeavoured to fritter away the character of a man who had 
gained the position he now held by hard mental work. He believed Dr. 
Gibbon would prove himself to be one of the most useful, intelligent, and 
scientific men in the City. 

Deputy De Jerszy contended that Dr. Gibbon had not by his previous 
services shown himself to be competent for the office. He complained in 
strong terms of the canvassing which had been going on, and the induce- 
ments held out to members to give Dr. Gibbons their support. Of Dr. 
Gibbon’s qualifications he (Mr. De Jersey) knew nothing whatever. The 
three gas companies had in their service as engineers men who were well 
acquainted with all matters relating to the manufacture and supply of gas, 
on was the corporation about to appoint a man who had had no experience 
at all on such matters ? 

Mr. Hopaoop said he felt greatly pained at the way in which the name of 
Dr. Gibbon had been dragged before the court. After a careful inquiry by 
the committee, a majority had decided to recommend that he should be ap- 
pointed, and their recommendation was entitled to some consideration. What 
they wanted particularly was a thoroughly honest working man, who would 
carefully look after the interests of the gas consumers, and see that the com- 
panies faithfully carried out the requirements of the Act of Parliament. 

Mr. Beprorp thought it was clear that further consideration was absolutely 
necessary. 

Mr. R. N. Puuiprs agreed with the last speaker, and Mr. R. P. Taytor 
supported the report. 

Mr. F. Cox, as one of the Sub-Gas Committee, stated the steps which had 
been taken in investigating the qualifications of the several candidates. 
Before the parliamentary committee Dr. Gibbon stated himself to be gas 
analyst to the Holborn Board of Works, but before the Special Gas Committee 
he stated that in his capacity as medical officer of that board he was called 
upon occasionally to make inquiry as to the supply of gas in that district 
in complaints were made. It transpired that he had no testing-place, nor 
any office for arriving at any results with respect to the gas supply, and per- 
haps it would be scarcely credited, but it was nevertheless true, and stated by 
Dr. Gibbon himself, that he had only tested the gas three times within a 
period of five years. 

Deputy StaPLEToN said the committee, in recommending the court to ap- 
point Dr. Gibbon, were actuated by one motive only, and that was that they 
should elect the man who would best consult the interests of the corporation 
and the gas consumers. 

Dr. SaunpeErs thought the discussion which had taken place must plainly 
show to the court how undesirable it was to send questions of this kind to a 
committee, as interests of all kinds were brought to bear upon the members, 
in order to secure the return of a particular candidate. 

The discussion was continued by Mr. Mepwin, Mr, Hearnpotuam, Mr- 
T. 8. Ricuarps, and Mr. Bonrems, the latter gentleman assuring the court 
that he had no personal feeling whatever in the matter, and that he had 
proposed to refer the report back to the committee, in the belief that that 





would be the best course. If the court were of a different opinion, and chose 
to elect Dr. Gibbon, he should be perfectly satisfied, and should leave 
all the responsibility with them. 

Mr. M‘Grorce replied, and the amendment was declared to be carried. 
Mr. Dresser Rocers demanded a division, and the numbers were stated 
to be as follows :— 


For the adoption of the report . 28 
Fortheamendment. . ... . 57 
Majority fortheamendment. . . . 29 | 


The report was accordingly referred back to the committee. 
Two notices of motion on the subject, by Mr. Bengough and Mr. Gover, | 
were not entered upon. } 





OsiruaRY.—DEaTH or Mr. Lepcer, or Litte.—The Echo du Nord of | 

the 9th ult. records the death of Mr. John Ledger, who for more than thirty | 

— has conducted the works of the Imperial Continental Gas Company at | 
ille, and who by his intelligent and upright administration, and by the 





| alleged, he was informed that the anchor had hold of the gas-main. However, 


| venience of business. The able and energetic manager of the gas-works, Mr. 


honesty and amiability of his character, had won the esteem of the citizens 


of Lille. Adored by the officers and workmen of the company, and by all 
who surrounded him, his loss is universally regretted. 


AVERAGE COMPOSITION AND QUALITY OF THE METROPOLITAN WATERS 
IN NoveMBER, 1868.—The following are the returns of the Metropolitan 
Association of Medical Officers of Health :— 


| | 





Hardness. 
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West Middlesex ... 19°63 0°055 0°090 | 0°001 13°0 3°3 
Southwark and Vauxhall. 20°10 0°069 0°095 | 0.002 13°7 3°8 
Chelsea . “ =. 19°97 0-070 0°150 | 0-003 13°5 3°5 
Lambeth. . . 20°10 0°076 0-150 | 0-002 13°6 3°4 
Other Companies. 

Ake satin 28°43 | 0-014 | 07450 | 0°001 | 18°3. |. 5°7 
New River . a 18°77 0°02L | 0-120 0-000 | 13°0 3°2 
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Note.—The amount of oxygen required to oxidize the organic matter, nitrites, 
&c., is determined by a standard solution of permanganate of potash acting for three 
hours ; and, in the case of the metropolitan waters, the quantity of organic matter 
is about eight times the amount of oxygen required by it. 

All the samples were perfectly bright when drawn from the companies mains. 
H. Leruesy, M.B. 


Tue Water Suppiy anp Sanitary Commission.—Whitehall, Nov. 23. 
—The Queen has been pleased to appoint the Right Hon. Thomas George, 
Lord Northbrook; the Right Hon. Charles, Earl of Romney; Francis Wemyss 
Charteris, Esq. (commonly called Lord Elcho); the Right Hon. Charles 
Bowyer Adderley ; the Right Hon. Henry Austin Bruce ; Sir Thomas Watson, | ; 
Bart., M.D.; Sir Charles Lanyon, Kut. ; Lieutenant-Colonel Charles Brisbane 
Ewart, R.E.; John Robinson M‘Clean, Esq., C.E.; George Clive, Esq. ; 
Francis Sharp Powell, Esq.; Acton Smee Ayrton, Esq.; Roger Sinclair 
Aytoun, Esq.; Benjamin Shaw, Esq.; John Lambert, Esq.; James Paget, 
Esq., F.R.C.8.; Henry Wyldbore Rumsey, Esq., M.D.; Henry Wentworth 
Acland, Esq., M.D.; Robert Christison, Esq., M.D.; William Stokes, Esq., 
M.D.; and Samuel Haughton, clerk, M.D.; to be Her Majesty’s commis- 
sioners to inquire into and report on the operation of the sanitary laws for 
towns, villages, and rural districts in Great Britain and Ireland, so far as 
these laws apply to sewerage, drainage, water supply, removal of refuse, 

revention of overcrowding, and other conditions conducive to the public 

ealth. Also to inquire into and report upon the operation of the laws for 
preventing the introduction and spreading of contagious and infectious 
diseases and of epidemics injurious to the public health. Also to inquire into 
and report upon the local administration of the aforesaid sanitary laws, 
namely, the constitution and action of the respective governing or managing 
bodies, and the formation of the districts in which these laws are carried into 
execution. Also to inquire into and report upon the operation of that part 
of the registration system which relates to certificates of causes of death, with 
power to suggest improvements in all or any of the matters aforesaid, and in 
particular to distinguish any laws that should be obligatory in their operation 
from those which should be permissive only, and any laws which should be 
generally applied from those which should be confined to populous places or 
particular localities. 


Tue DETECTION oF ATMOSPHERIC AIR IN Coat Gas.—Dr. T. Werner, at 
Breslau, recommends for this purpose the use of the following substances :-— 
Ten parts by weight of anhydrous sulphate of protoxide of manganese are put | 
into a two-necked Woulf bottle, and then therein dissolved in 20 parte of | 
warm water. To this mixture is immediately adtled a solution of 10 parts by | 
weight of tartrate of potassa and soda (Rochelle salt) dissolved in 60 parts of | 
water; the thorough mixing of the fluids is promoted by well shaking the | 
bottle; after this there is added a quantity of a solution of caustic potash ; 
sufficient to render the fluid quite clear; immediately after this the corks, | 
perforated, of course, and fitted with very tightly fitting glass tubes, are | 
placed in the necks of the bottle, which should be entirely filled with the | 
mixed fluid just alluded to. One of the glass tubes—the inlet-tube for the | 
gas to be tested—should just dip a little under the upper level of the fluid; 
the outlet-tube, on the other hand, should only reach half way the perfora- 
tion of the cork, A very slow current of gas is now made to pass through the 
fiuid, and kept going for at least a quarter and at most one full hour. In 
case the gas is quite free from atmospheric air, the fluid in the bottle will 
remain quite clear ; if traces even of air are present, a faint coloration of the 
liquid will soon become apparent ; with a larger proportion of air present in 
the gas, the fluid will soon be rendered first light brown coloured, and after- 
wards intensely black. Since these changes of colour are due to the oxidation 
of the salt of manganese, it is evident that every care must be taken to avoid 
the ap ome or access of accidental air; the fluid in the Woulf bottle should 
reach the cork. It is best to cool the bottle during the experiment with ice, 
if at hand, otherwise with very cold water; the current of gas must be slow. 
—Pharmaceutische Zeitschrift fir Russland. 


SINGULAR AccIDENT To A Gas-Marn.—A very serious accident happened 
to one of the most important mains of the Swansea Gas Company, on Saturday 
last, and which has caused a large commercial district to be placed in total 
darkness for several nights past. The hamlet of St, Thomas, which is situated 
about a mile from the town, and in which are located all the copper works, the 
patent fuel works, one or two railways, and most of the large manufactories, 
is supplied with gas by means of a large main carried under the bed of the 
river. On Saturday, a large vessel proceeding up the river to the north docks, 
when near the half tide basin had occasion to drop her anchor, and this 
“‘ fouling,’ the captain gave orders to ‘‘ heave up,”’ notwithstanding, so it is 





the men obeyed orders, and the consequence was that the main was broken, 
and the whole district thus became deprived of gas, to the serious incon- 





Thornton Andrews, at once took means to partially remedy the defect; large 
bodies of men were instantly set to work, relays being employed night and 
day, and on Monday a temporary pipe was carried across the river. Divers 
were also employed, but they could not remedy the breakage. Some time 
must necessarily elapse before the full supply of gas can be again given to 


this important district. We understand that steps are about to be taken 
which will eventually prevent the possibility of another similar accident. 
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Cc. A. S. VICKARY, 


| (ADMINISTRATRIX TO THE LATE JOHN VICKARY,) 


GAS ENGINEER AND CONTRACTOR, IRON AND BRASS FOUNDER, | 














EXE ISLAND, EXETER, 





|| Tenders her best thanks to the various Gas Companies in England, Ireland, and Wales, for the very liberal and || 


'|kind support received by her lamented husband for the last 22 years, during which period he erected and extended more \ 
Ithan 200 Gas-Works. She respectfully solicits a continuation of that ‘support, and begs reference to the following | 
testimonial: — 
Plymouth and Stonehouse Gaslight Company. | 
F Sir,—I have much pleasure in testifying that the 100-foot Telescope Gasholder and Cast-Iron Tank, erected by you for this Company in 1862, 
| Ras given the highest satisfaction, and never required the slightest alteration or adjustment since its completion. 
Mr, John Vickary. (Signed) Peter Apams, Chairman. 


| The late Mr. Vickary also erected a 100-foot Gasholder and Cast-Iron Tank at Exeter; an 80-foot Telescope Gas- 
|holder and Iron Tank at Devonport ; a 90-foot at Torquay, &c., &c. At either of these works satisfactory references 
‘ean be made. 

C. A. S. V. begs particular attention to herr Improved Gas-Meters, both Wet and Dry, the materials 
and workmanship of which are guaranteed of the very best description, and which have gained for her Meters so excellent 
a reputation. 


RETORTS, DIP & ASCENSION PIPES, HYDRAULIC MAIN, CONDENSERS, PURIFIERS, 
STATION-METERS, GOVERNORS, VALVES, and GASHOLDERS, 
Of any size, and every description of article required in Gas- Works supplied. 
Mains, Tees, Connexions, and Syphons, from 2 to 12 in., always in stock, and supplied at Scotch prices. 
Clay Retorts and Fire-Goods of every description. 
Chandeliers and Gas-Fittings of the most modern designs. 
Iron Pipe and Fittings, Service Cocks, &c. 
Plans, Specifications, and Estimates for the Erection of New Gas-Works of any size furnished. 


FOR SALE, 
SECOND-HAND STATION-METERS AND GOVERNORS, | 


As under, all in excellent Working Order, equal to New, guaranteed. 








| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


STATION-METERS. 
1,500 Cubic Feet per hour, 4-in. Connexions. 6,000 Cubic Feet per hour, 8-in. Connexions. 
2,000 6 am 4-in. 8,000 “i m 8-in. o 
5,000 9 = 8-in. 12,000 ” »  10-in. - 





STATION GOVERNORS for 2, 5, 6, and 12 inch Mains. | 


APPLY FOR FURTHER PARTICULARS TO 
GEORGE RAITT. MANAGING DIRECTOR, 


GAS-METER COMPANY, 288, KINGSLAND ROAD, LONDON, N.E. 


DRY GAS-METERS IN CAST-IRON CASES, 


MANUFACTURED BY 


WILLIAM AND BENJAMIN COWAN, 


(ESTABLISHED 1827.) I 
BUCCLEUCH STREET WORKS, EDINBURGH, 


‘Possess a simplicity of construction and facility for repair greater than any yet produced, while the excellence of the | 
/material and workmanship, and accuracy of registration, cannot be surpassed. The superiority of their Dry Meters in} 
Tin Cases is also well known. 











| 


SOLE MANUFACTURERS OF 
ESSON’S PATENT COMPENSATING GAS- METERS. 
COWAN’S PATENT SIDE-VALVE GAS- METERS. 


LIVESEY FIRE-CLAY WORKS, 
NEAR BLACKBURN, LANCASHIRE. 


ORLANDO BROTHERS, 


MANUFACTURER OF PATENT CLAY RETORTS, 


AND EVERY DESCRIPTION OF i 
TUBULAR CLAZED SEWERACE PIPES, BENDS, JUNCTIONS, ETC. ] 
FIRE-BRICKS, TILES, BLOCKS, AND CHIMNEY-TOPS. | 




















| 
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TO GAS COMPANIES AND OTHERS. 


ANTED, by a practical Engineer, 

aged 34 years, a situation as Engineer and 

Has had 

long experience in management of gas-works. Good 
practical draughtsman, with first-cla s r ferences. 

Address L. M., care of Mr. King, 11, Bolt Court, 

Freer Street, B.C. 


ANTED, an appointment as 
MANAGER of gas-works, where the make is 
from 5 to 10 millions per annum. Thoroughly com- 
petent to take the entire management, including main 
and service laying, house-fitting, meter-taking, and 
keeping the accounts. 

Address F., 39, Coborn Street, Bow, Lonpon. 


GORLESTON & SOUTHTOWN GAS-WORKS. 


WANTED, a steady, respectable 


Man, who thoroughly understands the manu- 
facture and distribution of coal gas, laying of service- 
pipes, fixing and repairing of meters, &e. As the works 
are small, he will have to perform all the duties required, 
with the assistance of a lad and a man in the winter 
months, There is a comfortable dwelling-house on the 
premises. 

Applications, sta‘ing age and qualifications, with 
testimonials of character and fitness, to be sent to 
Mr. Z. Easticx, Manager, Southtowu Road, Great 
Yarmovrts. 


was TED, by the Advertiser, who is 
. experienced, a re-engagement as MANAGER, 
First-class testimonials and references. 

Addreas Mr. H. ‘Tartay, Gas- Works, Oswestry. 








ANTED, an appointment as 

Inspector of Meters, or as a Gas-fitter. Accus- 
tomed tothe repairing of wet meters; also understands 
the management of a small gas-work, laying mains, &c. 
In last situation over six years, in North of England. 
Apply to J. D, R., Strabane Gas- Works, Co. Tyrone, 
IRELAND, 


ie 


[MPERIAL CONTINENTAL GAS 
ASSOCIATION. 


The HALF-YEARLY MEETING of the Imperial 
Continental Gas Association was held at the London 
Tavern, Bishopsgate Street Within, London, on TUES- 
DAY, the 24th inst.—Benjamin Attwood, Esq., in the 
chair—when the following resolutions were passed :— 

Resolved—* That the Report upon the affairs of the 
Association now read be received and entered on the 
minutes.” 

Resolved unanimously—* That a dividend of £2 10s. 
per share and a bonus of £1 per share be declared upon 
the 28,000 shares of the Association for the half year 
ended the 30th of June last, and that the said dividend 
and bonus be payable, free of income-tax, on and after 
the 15th of December next.” 

“« That the cordial thanks of the Meeting be given to 
the President and Virectors for their able management 
of the affairs of the Association, and to the Chairman 
for his conduct in the chair this day.” 

“ That the thanks of the Proprietors be given to Mr. 
G. W. Drory, the General Superintendent of the affairs 
of the Association on the Continent, for the ability 
with which he attends to the business of the stations, 
and to all the other officers acting under him at the 
several works.” 

By order of the Board of Direction, 
Aubert F, Jackson, Secretary. 
30, Clement’s Lane, Lombard Street, 
London, Nov. 24, 1868. 





Fo SALE, a second-hand Gasholder, 
36 ft. diameter, 10ft. deep, with 2 columns and 
girders, aud counterbalance weights and chains. Sold 
in consequence of larger being substituted. 

For further particulars and price, apply to Mr. 
Josrpa Gipson, Manager, Gas-Works, HAVERFORD- 
WEST. 





CROYDON COMMERCIAL GAS & COKE 
COMPANY. 


BE SOLD, in consequence of the 


T completion of the Company’s new works :— 
Two of Burton and Co.’s Vertical ENGINES, 5-horse 
inal power, and 2 of Beales’s EXHAUSTERS, for 





ANTED, by the Advertiser, a 


situation as MANAGER of a small gas-work. 
Can lay mains and services, fix meters, do smiths work, 
and all repairs on works. Eighteen years character. 
Address B. B., 9, County Cottage, WincHEsTrR. 





TO GAS COMPANIKS. 


ANTED, by a thoroughly practical 
Man, a re-engagement as WORKING 
MANAGER, who can set clay or iron retorts, work an 
exhauster, and do all repairs required on a ga:-work, 
including interior gas-fitting and reading meter indices. 
Satisfactory reference as to character and ability. 
Address D., 19, Cregoe Street, BrinMIncHaM. 


GUPERINTENDENT wanted for one 


of the large metropolitan gas-works—a gentle- ¢ 
man between 25 and 40 years of age, accustomed to+ 
the management of a large work and the judicious 
control of the workmen, He must have good references 
as to his capability of making and purifying gas upon 
the most improved modern principles. He will be re- 
quired to be a fair draughtsman, and to superintend 
the construction of new works, main-laying, &c., under 
the direction of a consulting engineer. Salary not to 
be less than £250 per annum, with residence, &c.; but 
more will be given according to circumstances. 
Application, stating every particular of previous 
engagement, to be made by letter only, to A. K, Z., at 
Messrs. Waterlow and Sons, BincHin Lang, E.C. 
before the 15th inst. ‘ 











] WAntep to purchase a second-hand 


STATION-METER, to pass 300U feet per 
hour, with 6-in. connexions. 

Send price and particulars to the Hadley and Trench 
Gas Company, near Wellington, SaLor. 





10,000 ft. each per hour, in good working condition. 

A Cast-Iron TANK, 30 ft. diameter, 15ft. deep, with 
columns, inlet and outlet pipes, valves, &c. 

A CONDENSER BOX, 24 ft. by 6ft. by Sft. Gin., 
with 28 8-in. pipes, &c., complete. 

AGOVERNOR complete, with delivery-box, 3 valves, 
and connexions complete. 

Miscellaneous Castings, Valves, &c. 

Applications to be made to the Secretary, 23, George 
Street, Croydon. 

Witt1am Purvis, Secretary, 
Nov. 1868. 


TURNER 


NEW 


& ALLEN’S 
DESIGNS 
FOR 
Plain & Ornamental 
t Se ae LAMP-POSTS, 
i DWARF 
GAS PILLARS, 


LAMP BRACKETS, 
LAMPS, 
LANTERNS, &c. 





GASELIERS, 
CORRIDOR AND LO3BY 
LAMPS, 
GARDEN 


AND 
DRINKING FOUNTAINS. 


CoMPLETE PATTERN 
AND 











AS-WORKS FOR SALE, either 


attached to the freehold or for removal, 
holder for 4500 ft., with cast-iron tank, and ornamental 
columns and framing; 5 Retorts and fittings com- 


light Meter; set of 3 Barrel Pumps. 

Application, personally or by letter, addressed to the 
Secretary, Hodges’s Distillery Company, Limited, 
Church Street, Lambeth, Lonpon. 





FOR SALE, 


HE Cambridge University and Town 
: Gaslight Company have for sale an old 50-ft. 
Telescope GASHOLDER, by 28 ft. in depth, with all 
the necessary fixings. The purchaser to take down 
and remove same at his own expense. 

Proposals to be addressed to the Company, 41, Sidney 
Street, CAMBRIDGE. 





TO GASHOLDER MAKERS. 


the erection of a GASHOLDER, 50 ft. diameter by 
18 ft. deep. 

Pians and specification may be seen at the Office of 
the Company, Aughton Street, Ormskirk, or a copy 
obtained on payment of 10s. 

Tenders, addressed to the Secretary of the Ormskirk 
Gas Company, and endorsed ‘* ‘lender for Gasholder,” 
must be sent on or before Wednesday, the 23rd of 
December next. 

The Directors do not bind themselves to accept the 
lowest or any tender. 


Joun MARTIN, Manager. 
Gas-Works, Ormskirk, Nov. 10, 1868. 








Gas- | 


plete; Condenser, 2 Purifiers and Washers, and 150- | 


HE Directors of the Ormskirk Gas | 


Company are prepared to receive TENDERS for | 


Price Boox, 
3s. 6d. in stamps. 
| TURNER AND ALLEN, 
Engineers, Founders, §c., 
| 201, UPPER THAMES STREET, LONDON, E.C. 











TO GAS ENGINEERS AND FITTERS. 


i Every Description of 


GAS LANTERNS & REFLECTOR LAMPS 


For Shop Windows kept in Stock. 
W. Davis, 17, Wells Street, Oxford Street, Lonpon, W. 
Established 1820. 


BECK’S 
PATENT SLUICE & FIRE COCKS, 


HYDRANTS, STEAM- FITTINGS, 
PUMPS, FIRE-MAINS, X&c., 
Suitable for Public Buildings, Warehouses, and 
Dwelling Houses. 


A competent person sent to receive particulars for 
Plans and Estimates. 


BECK AND COMPANY, 
LIMITED, 
Brass Founders, Hot-Water & Hydraulic Engineers, 
130, GREAT SUFFOLK STREET, 
SOUTHWARK, LONDON. 








ANITARY IMPROVEMENT. 





(Dec. 8, 1868. 
~ NOS. 300, 345, % 371 


Or THE 


JOURNAL OF GAS LIGHTING. 








DOUBLE the PUBLISHING PRICES will be given 
for clean copies of the above Numbers. 

Address same to Wiiu1Am B. Kiva, 11, Bolt Court, 
Fixer Street, E.C., who will send stamps per return. 


ANNEL COAL.—The West York- 


shire Iron and Coal Company, Limited, beg to 
draw the attention of Gas Companies to their Cannel, 
of which the following is the analysis made by W. 
Huggon, Esq., F.C.S. :— 
teld ot gas perton. . . . 10,296 cubic feet. 
Illuminating power rather over 21 sperm candles. 
Yield of coke perton , . 12cwtr. 
The actual working, as reported by one of the largest 
gas companies in Yorkshire, gives results still more 


tavourable, viz— 
Yield of gas. . . . « «. 10,416 cubic feet. 
Illuminating power . 21°89 sperm caniles. 
Oe. «st e o's = | eee. 
We add from the same source the capabilities of the 
common gas coal— 
Yield of gas. . . . . ~. 10,080 cubic feet. 
Illuminating power . , 14-41 sperm candles. 
Yield ofCoke . . . . . Wewt. 
CotLier1es—West ARrpsLEY, near Leeps. 
For further particulars, address to the Office of the 
Company, 15, York Place, Legps. 








OPE & PEARSON’S GAS COAL. 





We have now the authority of several of the most | 


eminent Gas Engineers of London in stating that our 
Coal yields in practical working over 10,000 cubic fect 
of gas, with an illuminating power of 16 candles. 


One ton yields 12} ewt. of good coke. This Coal can , 


be shipped from Hull, Goole, Liverpool, Morecambe, 
and Barrow. 

For further particulars, apply to Porz AND PEARSON, 
West Riding and Silkstone Collieries, near LeEvs. 





LD WEMYSS CANNEL COAL.— 

Yield of gas per ton, 12,896 cubic feet; illumi- 

nating power, 31°75 standard candles. 
ment, Wemyss. 


| 
Analysis and price on application to Mr. Wm. Carey, 


Manager, Wemyss Colliery, Kirkcaldy, Fire. 


CANNEL COAL. 





LA > sahil 











Port of ship- | 


ESSRS. GRIFFITHS BROTHERS, 


COPPA COLLIERY, MOLD, 
Beg leave to call the attention of Gas Companies to 


the superior quality of their Cannel for gas-making | | 


purposes. 
This Cannel produces in actual working, in iron 
retorts, 9200 cubic feet of 32-candle gas, and upwards 
of ll ecwt. of coke, and in clay retorts will produce 
11,500 cubic feet of 25°9-candle gas. 
Ports of shipment—Birkenhead or Connah’s Quay. 
Waggons supplied for delivery by railway to any part 
of England or Wales. 


For particulars, prices, and rates of freight, apply to | 


Grirrirus Brotuers, Coppa Colliery, Mold, Furnt- 
SHIRE. 





Illuminating power 23°98 candles; yield large, 
and coke good. 


Analyses by W. Valentin, Esq., of the Royal College | 


of Chemistry, London, and William Fiddes, Esq., F.C.S., 
Gas-Works, Bristol, with price and terms, forwarded 
on application to H. Boam, Head Office, 1, Darwin 
Terrace, DeRBy. 





OBERT MACLAREN and CO, | 


EGLINTON FOUNDRY, GLASGOW, 
Manufacturers of all sizes of Cast-Iron Main Pipes, by 
animproved Patent. General Ironfounders, Gas En- 
gineers, and Wrought-Iron Tube Makers. 


LINTZ COLLIERY COMPANY. 
FIRE-BRICK AND RETORT WORKS, 
THE LINTZ COLLIERY COMPANY 


Beg most respectfully to draw the attention of 
GAS COMPANIES, FURNACE BUILDERS, 
FIRE-BRICK DEALERS, & OTHERS, 

To the, superiority of their 
FPIRE-CLAY GOODS, 

Where resistance to heat is of paramount importance, 











an ample guarantee of which is in the fact of their | 


extensive use by most of the Iron Manufacturers in | | 


the North of England. 


WANWICK CANNEL COAL. 


Not only is the quality of the Fire-Clay inferior to | 


none in the northern Coal-field, but the greatest care 
is taken in selecting it. It is all hand picked, and weil 
weathered before use. 

All orders for 


FIRE-CLAY RETORTS of any shape or size, 
FIRE BRICKS, &c., 


Will meet with prompt attention. 


LAYCOCK’S GARESFIELD COKE. 


LINTZ COLLIERY, BURNOPFIELD, 
Co. DURHAM; anp 
QUAYSIDE, NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE. 


Mr. H. GORE, 
CONSULTING GAS ENGINEER, 
20, ALFRED PLACE, BEDFORD SQU.RE, LONDON, W.C, 


Orrices : 
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JOHN WRIGHT, 
30, BROAD STREET, ISLINGTON, BIRMINGHAM, 


MANUFACTURER OF 
Registered Gas-Burners, by which £6 is saved in every £10 worth of Gas consumed; 








Registered Radiating Gas-Stoves; Improved Nursery Brackets; 
Registered Flat Irons; Opal Refiectors ; 


Improved Atmospheric Gas-Stoves; Improved Smoke Consumers; 
Gas Broilers, Toasters, and Roasters; | Glass Commode Knobs, &c., &c. 


JOHN WRIGHT respectfully informs the trade that he supplies every article, either direct or through Merchants and 
Factors, at 32} per cent. from List, except Gas-Burners, which are subject to 50 per cent. discount. 











i 
| WRIGHT'S A 


IMPROVED | IMPROVED OPAL REFLECTOR. | 


NURSERY & BEDCHAMBER 


BRACKET. 


PRICE. 





Without Kettle. . . . 12s. 6d. | 








Re & ow o 6 * 6% 1 9 
Best Bright do.. ... 3 6 = 
Price 6s. 6d. each. 
WRIGHT’S 


IMPROVED ATMOSPHERIC CAS-STOVES, 


With Improved and very effective Burners. 











No. 33. No. 37. 

No. 33—Is a strong serviceable Stove, with No. 35—Is a smaller, but very No. 37—Has one large Burner, and isa 
two Burners, and will boil a large iron pot strong Stove, and will boil an most effective Stove. It will boil 4 gallons 
in less time than an ordinary open fire. iron saucepan up to 8 quarts. of water very quickly. 

Price 10s. 6d. Price 3s. 6d Price is. 6d. 
12 feet prepared Tube for ditto, 4s. Bae 12 feet prepared Tube for ditto, 4s, 
Cock and Nozzle for ditto, 1s. 6d. 6 feet prepared Tube for ditto, 2s. Cock and Nozzle for ditto, 1s, 6d. 


All the above are well adapted for making Preserves, as the heat can be regulated to the greatest nicety. 


WRICGHT’S ATMOSPHERIC CGAS-STOVES. 








No, 12—Bronzed, No. 20—Brass Registered Stove, 
1s. 6d. well finished, 8s. 6d. 


6 feet ‘prepared India-Rubber Tube for ditto, 1s. 6d. 
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EDWARD COCKEY & SONS, 
IRON-WORKS, FROME SELWOOD, 
PATENT GAS-VALVES. 
A PRIZE MEDAL 


WAS AWARDED TO THE PATENTEES AT THE INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITION OF 1862. 











. These Valves are formed of two cylinders, working one on the other horizontally, having their faces ground perfectly gas- 
tight. 

we are adapted either as central valves, for two, three, or four purifiers—as bye-passes—or as inlet and outlet-valves for 
gasholders. 
| They have been fixed in some of the most important Gas-Works in the Kingdom, for more than eight years. Consider- 
/ably over two hundred of them are now in use, and the most satisfactory reports of their advantages continue to be received. 
| They are simple in construction, and not liable to get out of repair, and if in course of time the faces should leak, they can be 
/easily re-ground and made as tight as ever, without removal from their positions. Each Valve is fitted with an index, which 
shows to the person in charge of the Works in what direction the gas is passing. 
| Frome, January 20, 1866. 


THE FARNLEY IRON COMPANY, 


FARNLEY, near LEEDS, 














TVRE CURK 


BW 


NOSER 








i A @ 4) Wl Tenn i = == ae = a = 
In consequence of the increasing demand for their Retorts, have largely extended this branch of their Fire-Clay Works, and are now prepared to execute 
the most important orders, either for home or export, with great punctuality. Es i 
The Fire-Clay raised from the Farnley Estate (commonly called the Wortley bed) is unsurpassed by any other known in the district, and is peculiarly 
well adapted for Retorts, Gas-Ovens, and Fire-Bricks ; and the F. I. Co. beg especially to invite those connected with Gas-Works, who have not yet used 
their Retorts, to be good enough to favour them with a trial. 
The F. I. Co. generally hold in stock, for immediate supply, Fire-Bricks of every size and kind—Tiles, Sanitary Tubes, Ornamental Terra-Cotta Ware 


White Facing Bricks, the White, Buff and Salt-Glazed Bricks, &c., &c. 
Prices, Drawings, and all other information may be obtained by applying as above, or to 


MR. SUTTON, THE HULL STORES, 463, QUEEN STREET, HULL. 


THE GAS-METER COMPANY 
(LIMITED), LONDON, 
(Successors to CROLL, RAIT, and C0., LONDON, and WEST and GREGSON, OLDHAM.) 


MANUFACTURE 


STATION-METERS & GOVERNORS 


At their Oldham Establishment, which has long possessed the reputation of supplying this description of apparatus of the most 
perfect construction and appropriate design. 


CONSUMERS GAS-METERS IN CAST-IRON & TINNED SHEET-IRON CASES. 


STREET GOVERNORS, PRESSURE and EXHAUST REGISTERS, TEST GASHOLDERS, 
AND EXPERIMENTAL GAS APPARATUS GENERALLY. 











For information, &c., apply to 


W. ARCHER, Manager, Meter Factory, OLDHAM ; 
OR TO 
GEORGE RAIT, Managing Director, KINGSLAND ROAD, LONDON. 


























ATHELS’S Patent Dry District XIDE OF IBOYM,| HOPKINS, GILKES, & CO., 
GOVERNOR is the only perfect self-acting con- | We are prepared to supply, on moderate terms, ‘ LiMiTED, 
ee ee HYDRATED PEROXIDE OF IRON (BOG OCHRE), MIDDLESBOROUGH, 
a _— Same quality as supplied by us to several of the nost 
ATHELS’S Patent Four-way Disc extensive Gas Companies, and which has giveneatire | SUPPLY GAS AND WATER PIPES OF EVERY SIZE, 
GAS-VALVE—onE OF WHICH SERVES AS THREE satiefaction. CIS RITCHIE & SONS Plain, Turned and Bored, and Coated. 
ORDINARY VALvEsS—is the best Valve for gas-works. FRAN ST ONS, CAST-IRON RETORTS 
For prices, &c., apply to the Manufacturers, Messrs. BELFA ° r sp ° ee 
Guest anv Curimes, RoTHERHAM. NATURAL Castings for Gas-Works of every description. 
| 
ATHELS'S Patent Ribbed GasMain- | F[YDRATED OXIDE of IRON| ,,,,, CXEACSTEBS. 
PIPES cost but about i to 2d. per yard (de- | constantly on Sale. Apply to ‘ hers 4 
pending on the size) more than Plain Pipes, and ensure MARTYN DENNIS AND CO ~ 
PERFECT GAS-TIGHT CONNEXIONS with the Service-Pipes. | - p 
Apply to Messrs. Beaes & Son, 37, Southampton | LIVERPOOL. W. J. SIMMONDS, 
Street, Strand, Lonpon. Retort and Boiler Setter and - cee for Gas- Works 
IRTLEY IRON WORKS, = gene, 
F. SIMMONDS, Senr., CHESTER-LE-STREET, tate 2 Stig ened a 
Bei, ee ee” | eee t ag d a. 
anufac flor eve escrip ing and | 
RETORT & BOILER SETTER Sethe for Gas.Works and Water- Works. Upwards of 16 years Retort Setter to the Chartered 


For the Chartered Gaslight Company, Brick Lane and | ‘Warehouse in London for Cast-iron Pi 
: Stati : = pes and Con- 
Curtain Road heaag Fee and a ceaion ~ nexions of all sizes and in any quantity, Scott’s Wharf, 
Companies, London and Provincial. Bankside, Southwark. or labour only. 
NO CONNEXION WITH ANY OTHER RETORT SETTER. Office in London, Mr. E, M. Perxtns, 101, Cannon No connexion with any other Retort Setter. 
Estimates given with or without materials. Street, E.C. t N.B.—Orders to be addressed as above. 


Gas Company, Brick Lane and Curtaiu Road Stations. 
Materials supplied op reasonable terms if required, 
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EDGE’S AMERICAN PATENT METHOD 


FOR 


SCURFING RETORTS. 


The above improved method having been found to be the most efficacious, expeditious, and economical of any plan at 
| present employed for the removal of the Incrustation from the interior of Retorts, arrangements have been made with the 
|Patentee for working the patent in this country. Particulars and Terms for Licences may be had on application to 
Le GODDARD, GAS-WOoRKS, IPSWICH, 


Where the process may be seen in full operation. 


ECONOMY IN GAS PURIFICATION. 


Me DOUGALLS 


HYDRATED PEROXIDE OF IRON. 


This Oxide is now well known, and has gained at a number of the largest gas-works at home and abroad a decided preference 
for efficiency and durability. It is free from any mixture of sawdust or other material, every particle being available for use, 
| thus causing the Purifiers to work double the time before it requires renewing, and saves one-third the cost of labour in 
‘charging them. It readily takes up sulphur, revivifies rapidly, and lasts longer than any other Oxide in the market. 
Prices on application to— 


| by e ° 
| Mc DOUGALL BROTHERS, Manufacturing Chemists, 
I LONDON—1l1, Arthur Street West, London Bridge, E.C.; MANCHESTER—Riga Street, Shudehill. 




















| 


} 





BEST AND HOLDEN’S | 
PATENTS FOR CHARGING AND DRAWING GAS-RETORTS, 


| 

| - 

WITH CHAMBERS FOR MOUTHS, 
| REQUIRING NO LUTING. 

| 


Gas Engineers are solicited to examine into the merits of this invention before erecting new or altering old retort-houses. It may be seen in 
action’at the Alliance Gas Company’s Works, Dublin, where its utility and economy will be clearly demonstrated. Although the saving in labour 
| will be considerable, and quickly return any outlay of ‘capital, there are other and important features strongly recommending its adoption at all gas- 
| works, and which a gas engineer upon examination will at once appreciate. 

The Directors of the Alliance Gas Company have kindly consented to give every facility to gentlemen desirous of seeing the invention in 
operation. Parties, therefore, about to visit Dublin will be so good as to send us their card, and we will furnish them with letters of introduction. 

Drawings, &c., may be seen at our Office, and all details explained. 


JOHN CHISHOLM, SON, & CO., 44, MARK LANE, E.C. 





TO CORPORATIONS, GAS ENGINEERS, AND OTHERS. 


HENRY ALDER, 


GRANG E METER-WORKS, EDINBURGH, 
Begs to intimate that he is the ORIGINAL MANUFACTURER of 


DRY GAS-METERS IN CAST-IRON CASES. 


‘The Meters are protected by Registration on the 17th of December, 1864, under the “Copyright of Designs Act.” 
1 They are much more durable, and at the same time more easily repaired than those in Tin Cases. 
1 PRICE LIST AND TERMS ON APPLICATION. 


Agent for Ireland—Mr. J. FURNESS, 3, Fownes Street, DUBLIN. 


| N. DEFRIES, 


| INVENTOR OF THE FIRST SUCCESSFUL 


DRY GAS-METER. 


210,000 IN USE. 


WwoRHK Ss: 


PLACE, EUSTON ROAD, LONDON. 





















































| 
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THE 


PROPOSED WATER SUPPLY 
THE METROPOLIS. 





Just published, price 6d., by post 7d., 
A LECTURE 
DELIVERED AT THE 
ROYAL INSTITUTION OF GREAT BRITAIN, 
On Friday, April 3, 1868, 
By Dr. FRANKLAND, F.R.S., 
ON THE 


Proposed Water Supply for the Metropolis. 





Just Published, price lz., by post 1s. Id., 
EXPERIMENTS ON THE 
FLOW OF GAS IN LONG PIPES, 
MADE IN THE WORKS OF THE 
PARIS GAS COMPANY, 

By M. Arson, Engineer-in-Chief of the Company, 
Assisted by MM. Moxanrp anp Honoré. 
Translated from the Memoirs of the Society of Civil 
Engineers of Paris, 

By Dr. Pore, F.R.8., Mem. Inst. C.E, 


London: Wiiu1am B, Kina, 11, Bolt Court, FLeeT 
Srreet, E.C. 





OBSTRUCTION OF THE HIGHWAY BY LAYING 
GAS-MAINS, 
Just published, price 2s., by post 2s. Id., 
A REPORT 


Of the Arguments in and the Judgment of the Court of 
Chancery in the case of the 


CAMBRIDGE UNIVERSITY AND TOWN 
GASLIGHT COMPANY 
Vv. 


CAMBRIDGE CONSUMERS GAS COMPANY 
LIMITED, AND OTHERS. 


London: Wit.raM B, Kina, 11, Bolt Court, Freer 
Srreert, E.C. 


THOMAS CARR & SON, 
MANUFACTURERS OF 
FIRE-BRICKS, LUMPS, TILES, RETORTS, 

scoTswooD FRE BRICK WORKS; 


BLAYDON-ON-TYNE. 


UNIVERSAL PARIS EXHIBITION, 1867. 


PRIZE MEDAL in Class 24—Heating and Lighting— 
for Leoni’s Patent Gas-Burners and Gas-Stoves. 














EONI’S Patent Adamas 
GAS-BURNERS are entirely free | 
from liability to Corrosion, Injury from 
Heat, or danger of Fraction, and are un- 
alterable in the dimensions of their Aper- 
tures. Uniformity in the consumptionof 
gas is obtained by the process of manufac 
ture, which insures that 
the burners shall be pre- 
cisely similar in pattern, 


Net Cash Price, 8s. per 

















gross. 
Patentee and Sole Manufacturer, S. LEont, 34, St, 
Paul Street, New North Road, Lonpon, N. 





THOMAS LAMBERT & SON, 
SHORT STREET, LAMBETH, LONDON. 


\CARTER’S SAFETY GAS-VALVES, 


Made to suit every Description of Fittings. 
Section of Valve open. 





Manufacturers of 
WROUGHT-IRON PIPES AND FITTINGS, 
SLUICE-VALVES & STOP-COCKS, 


STOCKS, TAPS, AND DIES, 
CHANDELIERS, PENDANTS, &c. 


REDUCED PRICES OF 
DONKIN & CO.’S 


IMPROVED GAS VALVES 
WITH WROUGHT-IRON PINIONS 
from 2 inches to 18 inches, price 9s. 6d. to 12s, per inch diameter 
List of prices, witn full dimensions of all sizes up to 36 inches, to be 


bad un application. 
‘These Valves are all proved on both sides to 30 lbs. on the square inch 


hefore leaving the works, and are always kept in stock. 
Valves made with Outside Racks to order, Also, Screw Water-Valvee 


with Gun-Metal Faces. 
B. DONKIN & CoO., 
ENGINEERS, 
NEAR GRANGE ROAD, BERMONDSEY, 


B. 




























F. & C. OSLER, 
45, OXFORD STREET, LONDON, W. 


Manufactory & Show-Rooms: BROAD STREET, BIRMINGHAM. 
EsTABLISHED 1807. 


MANUFACTURERS OF CRYSTAL GLASS CHANDELIERS, 
WALL LIGHTS, & LUSTRES FOR GAS & CANDLES. 
TABLE GLASS OF ALL KINDS. 
CHANDELIERS IN BRONZE & ORMOLU. MODERATOR LAMPS. 


MATHER AND PLATT, 
SALFORD IRON-WORKS, MANCHESTER, 


Beg to call attention to their Revised List of Prices of VALVES, TAPS, &c. They also request the notice of 
Water Companies and Hydraulic Engineers to their 1M PROVED SLUICE-VALVES for Water. The Slides have 


Gun-Metal Facings, are of wedge form, and when screwed down are tight on both sides, 

















CAST-IRON SLUICE-VALVES, 


CAST-IRON STEAM-VALVES. 
i With Gun-Metal Facin 8. 


GUN-METAL TAPS, With Gun-Metal Valves & Seatings. 





Bore. Price. Bore. Price. Bore. rice. 
me wc eo we ee 2inches . . « #1 2 6 2inches . . . . £110 0 
i ” . . 04 6 3 ” . . . 1 17 6 3 ” . . 2 5 0 
i» e%e - 060 oss 215 0 _ — - 300 
. ° ° - 0 8 6 > = 315 0 > » . 316 0 
is . O11 0 6 , ‘- 417 0 - a a »- £1440 
if ” a" - 014 0 7 . 6 0 0 7 . .- 2.9 
12» ° . - 018 0 8 i» 75 0 8 5s e « 616 0 
S — are a oO 815 0 9 »» os . ate 
- -« 1010 0 3 « - - 9 60 

aes meet Ss a | 

sen. eas. tele Se ee Oe we ew ES 

Prices and particulars of all other forms and sizes can be had on application, 





ROBERT DEMPSTER, 
Gas Engineer and Contractor, Rose Mount Foundry, Elland, near Halifax. 


R. D. recommends his Fire-Brick Retorts to Engineers and Managers 
of Gas Companies; they last from 10 to 12 years. 


| Wrought -Iron Tubes, Water 


Iron and Fire-Clay Retorts. 
Annular and Pipe Condensers. 
Scrubbers and Purifiers, ail sizes. 
Steiam-Engines and Exhausters. 
Hydraulic Centre-Valves. 
dtation-Meters and Governors. 

v  Photometers & Pressure-Gauges. 
~  Lamp-posts and Brackets. 

<» Cast-lron Mains and Syphons. 


Plans and Specifications prepared. 


GEORGE ORME & CdO., 


MANUFACTURERS OF 


CONSUMERS GAS-METERS, STATION-METERS, GOVERNORS, 
PRESSURE & EXHAUST REGISTERS, 


PRESSURE-GAUGES, MINUTE-CLOCKS, PHOTOMETERS, 
INDICES FOR GAS AND WATER METERS, 
INDICATORS, 
FITTINGS FOR RAILWAY CARRIAGES AND LAMPS, 


AND EVERY DESCRIPTION OF 


GAS, STEAM, & WATER FITTINGS, 


ON THE MOST APPROVED PRINCIPLE, 


Tanks. 
Wrought-Iron & Cast-Iron Roofs. 
Gasholders, Single-Lift or Tele- 

scopic. 
Gas Castings of every description. 
Retort Setters and Fitters sent to 

all parts of the country. 
Wood Sieves for Puritiers. 





























PATENT MERCURIAL GAS-REGULATORS. 





WORKS: PARK STREET, OLDHAM. 





Bn — 
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DA PARIS EXHIBITION, 
1867. 


HONOURABLE MENTION. 


NEWTON AND BRADDOCK, 
GLOBE METER-WORKS, OLDHAM, 


Manufacturers of 
STATION METERS for GAS-WORKS, CONSUMERS METERS, GOVERNORS, 
GAUGES, PRESSURE AND EXHAUSTER REGISTERS, 
EXHAUSTER REGULATORS, &c. 


N.B.—The flanges of the plates for the Square Station-Meters are planed so as to ensure perfect 
jointe—gu aranteed not to leak. 





JOHN WARNER & SONS, 


Bell and Brass Founders to Her Majesty, 


8, CRESCENT, CRIPPLEGATE, LONDON, E.C. 


WARNEBS’ 
PATENT QUADRANT-MOTION SLUICE OR GAS VALVE. 


Ailthe advantages of the ordinary sluice-valve are 
obtained at much less cost, and the liability to set fast 
and get out of order entirely obviated. 

Varticulars of the Quadrant Valve, also of Hydraulic 
Machinery, High or Low Pressure Cocks, 
Closets, Guas-fitting in all its branches, and general 
Plumbers Brass-work, can be obtained upon applie 
sation. 


SCHOLL’S 


PATENT PLATINUM 


GASLIGHT PERFECTER. 


Extract from Report by Dr. Letheby :— 


* The results have been very remarkable, for they show an average increase of 63 per cent. on the illuminating 
power of the gas. I am of opinion, therefore, that the invention is of great practical value.” 


Price ls. each for Fish-tail Burners. 


To be had retail of Gas-Fitters and Ironmongers, and wholesale of 


JOHN SCHOLL, 41 & 42, BERWICK STREET, OXFORD STREET 
LONDON, W. 
Terms on application. N.B.—A specimen sent free on receipt of Twelve stamps. 


*,* Further testimonials from Drs. Frankland and Crooks, showing the great practical value of this invention, 
_will be shortly published. 

















J AMES MILNE & SON, 
GAS ENGINEERS, 
Gas -Meter, Gas Apparatus, and Gasfittings Manufacturers, 
EDINBURGH, ano 
KING EDWARD STREET, 
NEWGATE STREET, LONDON. 





| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


| 
| 2s 
| 
| 





| Station- Meters, Semen, Sane a Gas Sesto Chendion, Brackets, &c., and every 
description of f Gasfittings and Gas | Apparatus. 


CHARLES HORSLEY’S 


PATENT 


GAS EXHAUSTER. 


(From 250 Feet to 200,000 Feet per Hour.) 
Also, 








INLET 


For particulars and prices apply to the Patentee, 


22, Wharf Road, City Road, London, X. | 


SAMUEL CUTLER & SON, 


CONTRACTING GAS Senenenne, &e, 




















AND ALL DESCRIPTIONS OF GAS-MAI “ING APPARATUS, 


Iron Roofs, and General Iron Work. Mains Supplied and Laid. 


S.C. & Sox supply every requirement for a Gas-Work, and keep in stock Retort Lids, Cotters, | 
Barrows, Scoops, Bolts and Nuts, &e. &e. 














_ PROVIDENCE IRON-WORKS, MILLWALL, LONDON, E. 





Water- | 


ROTARY TAR, OIL, AND LIQUOR PUMPS. 


} 
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Now ready, he ais. +» bound in cloth, 
lettered, 
THE SIXTEENTH VOLUME 


JOURNAL OF GAS LIGHTING, 


WATER SUPPLY, AND SANITAR IMPROVEMENT. 
A Few Copies of Vols. II. to XV. are still on Sale. 











London : a B. Krxe, 11, Bolt Court, Fixer 
| Srreer, 





Just Published, price 6d.each, by post 7d.; 4s. per doz., 
per post 4s, 6d.; or 25s. per 100, 


PUBLIC LAMP ARBITRATION 
AT GRAVESEND. 
A REPORT OF THE PROCEEDINGS 
In the above important case, 


London: Witiram B. Kina, 11, Bolt Court, Fert 
| Srreet, E.C. 





Price 6d., by post 7d., 
ON THE PROPOSED 
| SUPPLY OF WATER TO THE METROPOLIS. 
A Lecture Delivered at the Royal Institution 
of Great Britain, 
By Da. FRANKLAND, F.RB.S, 





Price ls, 6d., by post 1s. 7d., 
DEFECTS IN THE APPARATUS GENERALLY 
USED FOR THE DETERMINATION OF 


BISULPHIDE OF CARBON 
COAL GAS, | 


And Description of a New Apparatus for its Estimation. | 
By ALFRED G. ANDERSON, Esa., 
Professor of Chemistry and Practical Chemistry in 
Queen’s College, Birmingham, 





| 





Price ls. each, by post ls, 1d., 
PROCEEDINGS IN PARLIAMENT ON THE 
CAMBRIDGE GAs BILL, 


| GREAT GRIMSBY & RICHMON DGAS BILLS. 





Price 2s., by post 2s. 1d., 
SOUTHPORT, SHEFFIELD, PAIGNTON, 
LEEDS, & REDHILL WATER BILLS. 





Price 8d. each, or 6s. per doz., 
Proceedings at Audit of Accounts of 


SLOUGH LOCAL BOARD OF HEALTH. 








Lonpon : 


Witt B. Kino, 11, Bolt Court, Fieet 
Street, E.C. 





ELEVENTH THOUSAND. 


GRICULTURAL VALUE 


FP 
REFUSE GAS LIME. | 
By PROFESSOR VOELCKER, 
Professor of Chemistry to the Royal Agricultural 
Society of England. 
Price 10s. per 100, or by post, 10s. 6d. 


London: WitL1aM B, K1NG@, 11, Bolt Court, FLext) 
Street, E.C. 


| 
| 
| 

| 
| 





METROPOLIS GAS SUPPLY. 
Just published, price 4s., by post 4s. 6d., 324 pages, | 
cloth, lettered, 
A FULL & COMPLETE REPORT | 
of the Proceedings (including the Speeches, Disens-| 
sions, and Evidence) before a Select Committee of the 
House of Commons—Session 1867—on the | 
METROPOL!S GAS ACT AMENDMENT BILL, | 
With the Discussion upon the Second Reading 
of the Bill and the Report presented by the Committee 
to the House. 
Also the Proceedings before the same Committee 
upon the Bills of the 


IMPERIAL © & CHARTERED COMPANIES 


| 





| 








A Few Copies of the 
PROCEEDINGS ON THE ARBITRATION 
between the 


GREAT CENTRAL GAS COMPANY 
A. A. CROLL, ESQ., 


Are still for sale. 
Price 5s., by post 5s. 6d., cloth, lettered, 


| 


London: + taeaameaat Kina, ll, Bolt Court, FLeat 
Street, E.C 


|METROPOLIS WATER SUPPLY.| 
Just published, price 33. 64., by post 4s., cloth, 
lettered, 
REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS 
| Before the Select Committee of the House of Commons 
—Session 1867—appointed on the 
EAST LONDON WATER BILLS, 
| Who were instructed to inqnire into the operation anc | 
results of the | 








| 








METROPOLIS WATER ACT, 1852, 
| With an Analysis of the Re :port presented by the Com- 
mittee to the House. 





London: Wirtram B. Kino, 11, Bolt Court, Frer 


Sraeet, E.C. 





| 
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SILVER MEDAL, INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITION, PARIS, 1867. 


LLOYD AND LLOY D, 
ALBION TUBE-WORKS, BIRMINGHAM, 


MANUFACTURERS OF 
WROUGHT-IRON TUBES & FITTINGS, 
PLAIN, GALVANIZED, & ENAMELLED, for Gas, Steam, and Water, from } in. to 6 in. bore. 
STOCKS, TAPS, and DIES, GUN METAL GLAND-COCKS, WATER-GAUGES, &. 
PATENT LAP-WELDED IRON TUBES 
For Locomotive and Marine Boilers, &c. 


LONDON WAREHOUSE—N®@ 157, UPPER THAMES STREET. OFFICES—N® 4, CLOAK LANE, E.C. 











LIVERPOOL: No. 4, Cooper’s Row, and No. 3, Crooked Lane, Strand Street. 
MANCHESTER: Barlow’s Croft, Chapel Street, Salford. 
PARIS and LILLE. 


ROTATORY AND DOUBLE-ACTING GAS-EXHAUSTERS, 


with many recent improvements, from 1500 to 150,000 cubic feet per Hour. 


JAMES BURTON, SONS, & WALLER, 


MAKERS OF ENGINES, MACHINERY, and IRONWORK for GAS-WORKS, 
efficient and durable TAR, LIQUOR, and SYPHON PUMPS, 
GAS-VALVES, with or without Wedges, worked with powerful Worm and Rack, 
SELF-ACTING BY-PASS VALVES, with Lid and Relieving Lever, 
ROTATORY, TUMBLER, and CAPILLARY WATER DISTRIBUTORS for SCRUBBERS. 
SMALL-SIZE EXHAUSTERS KEPT IN STOCK. 


JOHN'S PLACE, HOLLAND STREET, SOUTHWARK, LONDON, 8.E. 

















W. INGHAM and SONS, having for many years been extensively engaged in the Manufacture of 
RETORTS AND PIRE-BRICKS FROM THE CELEBRATED WORTLEY FIRE-CLAY 
beg to call especial attention to their RETORTS, which have for many seasons proved to be uusurpasse in quality by any in the Kingdom, their FREEDOM FROM 
CRACKS at he ADHESION OF CARBON rendering them worthy the attention of all parties interested in the making of Gas. 
The Works are of such magnitude as to ensure the prompt execution of orders to any extent. 
Estimates for Setting, or Bricklayers sent when required. 
GAS OVENS IN SEGMENTS OF EQUAL QUALITY. 
A large stock of Fire-Bricks, Fire-Clay, Terra Cotta, and Drain-Pipes of ail sizes kept in London at CHRISTIE & CO. 
Wharf, 64, Bankside, Soutuwark, where all particulars of Prices, &c., may be obtained. 
N.B.—Zzport orders continue to have prompt attention. 


E. J. & J. PEARSON, 


| 
| 
| 
DELPH & TINTAM ABBEY FIRE-CLAY & BRICK-WORKS, | 
| 
| 
| 





STOURBRIDGE, 


PROPRIETORS OF 
BEST GLASS-HOUSE POT & CRUCIBLE CLAY: 
MANUFACTURERS OF 


GLASS-HOUSE POTS, CRUCIBLES, GAS-RETORTS, & FIRE-BRICKS OF EVERY DESCRIPTION. 








7 = = = 


CLIFFS PATENT 


weniee CLst_RETORLSS 19795, 


JOSEPH CLIFF & SON, 
| 





















THE ORIGINAL 


WORTLEY FIRE-BRICK WORKS. 
Near LEEDS, | 
| 


MANUFACTURERS OF ALL DESCRIPTIONS OF 


FIRE GOODS, and SALT-GLAZED DRAIN-PIPES, 
Lonpon AGENT: | 


MARCUS BOURNE NEWTON, 
Wharf No. 4, inside Great Northern Goods Station, King’s Cross, 


Where is always kept a Stock of Retorts, Fire-Bricks, Terra Cotta Ware, and 
Drain-Pipes, | 
d 




















































|PUBLIC LAMP GOVERNORS, LEVER COCKS, AND POLE LIGHTERS, 





——— 
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WILLIAM SUGG, 


GAS ENGINEER. 








~~ LONDON, 1862. 
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LAMP METERS AND BOXES. 


LOWE’S JET PHOTOMETERS can now BE rateD To 14 CANDLES. | 


VINCENT WORKS, VINCENT STREET, WESTMINSTER, 8.W. 
IMPROVED GAS APPARATUS, 


FOR TOWNS. VILLAGES, &e., 
INVENTED AND MANUFACTURED BY 


WwW. Cc. HOLMES & CQ., 


WHITESTONE IRON-WORKS, HUDDERSFIELD. 
WILL BE SENT ON APPLICATION :— 
Puans, SpsciFicaTions, and Prices of GAS APPARATUS; 
Pians, Spzcirications, and Estimates of the requisite BUILDINGS for each size of Apparatus ; 
Pians of the IMPROVED ANNULAR CONDENSERS ; 
Puans of the COMBINED PURIFYING APPARATUS, so eminently adapted for Exportation. 


LONDON OFFICES—56, GRACECHURCH STREET, CITY. 
*,* Please address letters to the London Offices. 


ORLANDO BROTHERS’ , 
SELF-ACTING DISTRICT GOVERNOR. 


Prices, according to size, can be obtained upon application to | 


Mr. WILLIAM ARCHER, 

METER COMPANY’S WORKS, OLDHAM. 
THE ONLY COMPLETE 

CAST-IRON CASED DRY GAS-METER, 


PATENTED MARCH 31, 1865. | 

















Gas Engineers and others will find that the above Meter is made of the most durable material, also that it can be repaired 
at a fraction of the cost of any other Meter now manufactured ; all the interior fittings, as well as the case, being fitted 
together with screws. 





Drawings explanatory of the above on application. 


SOLE MANUFACTURERS : 


FULLERTON, SON, & CO0., ABBEY MOUNT WORKS, EDINBURGH. 


Station-Meters and Gas Apparatus, Consumers Wet Gas-Meters in Cast-Iron, 
and Dry in Tin Plate Cases. 


KING BROTHERS, 
STOURBRIDGE FIRE-BRICK AND RETORT WORKS. 


AKAD on MOUTH PIECE 

















KING BROTHERS beg especially to can the attention of Gas Companies vo the superiority of their Retorts, whien are made from the celebrated STOURBRIDGE ! | 

FIRE-CLAY. Mr. King has patented a Kiln for burning Retorts, by which Patent all Cold Air is excluded from the Kiln while burning, thus rendering them FREE || 

FROM CRACKS AND CORRECT IM FORM. By great care in Manufacturing, combined with the advantages in burning,a VERY SMOOTH SURFACE is obtained, 

rendering tnem legs liable to carbonize. 

Retort Ovens, Firo-Rricks, Guards, Saddles, Rabbitted Burs, Flues, and Quarries, are al] Manufactured of the same quality of Clav. 
Every Retort and Brick is branded ‘* King Brothers, Stourbridce.’ 











Agent in Ireland—Mr. JAMES FURNISS, No. 3, FOWNES STREET, DUBLIN. 
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(SANDERS AND DONOVAN’S PATENT.) 





“ Unquestionably the best Water Gas-Mcster now 
in use.” 


‘Ove 60, 000 in action. 





MANUFACTURERS: 


KINGSLAND ROAD, LONDON; 


WITH 


Branch Manufactories at DUBLIN & OLDHAM. 





UNVARYING WATER-LINE GAS-METER. 


THE GAS-METER COMPANY, 





ALEXANDER WRIGHT & COQO., 


55 and 554, MILLBANK STREET, WESTMINSTER, S$. W., 


MANUFACTURERS OF 


COMPENSATING & OTHER WET & IMPROVED DRY GAS-METERS, 
Of the best material and workmanship, carefully adjusted to meet the requirements of the SALES OF GAS ACT. 
STATION-METERS & GOVERNORS, 
WRIGHTS REGISTERING PRESSURE-GAUGE, EXHAUSTER REGISTER, & REGULATOR 
STANDARD TEST GASHOLDERS; 


Consumers’ Governors; Inspectors’ Pocket, King’s, and all other kinds of Pressure-Gauges ; Thermometers 
for Condensers, Pressure Registers, &c., &c. 


STANDARD PHOTOMETRIC AND OTHER TESTING APPARATUS, 


Employed by the best experimenters in this country and on the Continent, and by the Gas Testers in the London districts. 
STREET-LAMP REGULATORS OF THE BEST CONSTRUCTION, 


Adjusted to any desired consumption. 








| 
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R. LAIDLAW & SON, 


GAS ENGINEERS, CONTRACTORS, IRON & BRASS FOUNDERS, 


GLASGOW, LONDON, EDINBURGH, 
MANUFACTURERS OF 
GASOMETERS AND GAS APPARATUS OF EVERY DESCRIPTION ; 

CAST-IRON PIPES, all sizes, cast in DRY SAND and VERTICALLY by PATENT MACHINERY ; 

IRON ROOFS, COLUMNS, BEAMS, and GIRDERS; BOILERS, TANKS, and CISTERNS; 
VALVES, Screw, Rack and Pinion, &c., for Gas and Water, with Iron or Gun-Metal Facings, &c. ; 

WROUGHT-IRON TUBE and FITTINGS for Gas, Water, or Steam ; 

GAS-METERS (Wet and Dry) of the most approved Construction, STATION-METERS, GOVERNORS, &c. ; 

GASELIERS, BRACKETS, PENDANTS, PILLARS, and GAS-FITTINGS of every description ; 
LAMP-POSTS and LANTERNS for Streets, &c. 


D. HULETT and CO., 55 and 56, HIGH HOLBORN, LONDON, 


PATENTEES and MANUFACTURERS of the ONLY GOOD MERCURIAL GAS REGULATOR, 








being duly registered. MANUFACTURERS OF 
GAS CHANDELIERS, GLASS LUSTRES, HALL LANTERNS, VESTIBULES, BRACKETS, PENDANTS ; 
LOUBLE CONE, ALBERT, SHADOWLESS, & EVERY DESCRIPTION OF BURNER, UNION JETS, BATSWINGS, ETC.; 
IMPROVED FULL-WAY CARTER’S VALVES (much approved of); 
GAS-STOVES, and every article connected with Gas Apparatus. 








D HULETT'S IMPROVED SERVICE CLEANSER 
for clearing out Mains, Services, and Interior Fittings—65s. net. 
Boyle’s Patent Silvered Glass Combination Reflectors and Outside Lanterns. 
Sole Manufacturers of Church and Mann’s Photometer. 
Large Pattern Books with every description of Gas-Fittings, Chandeliers, &c., with —— Book of Prices, 12s. 
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Iron-Works and Foundries, (190, Strand,) Meter-Works & Brass Feendry, | 


invite the attention of Gas Companies and the Trade generally to their Improved GAS-METERS, which they warrant equal to/; 
any in Quality, Workmanship, and Simplicity of Construction, and the only Meters from which Gas cannot be obtained without | | 


CAST & WROUGHT-IRON PIPE BLACK & GALVANIZED. COPPER. TIN, BRASS, & COMPOSITION TUBING. 
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